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Letôs get started with a hardy thanks to 

Jerry Markowitz for his great demo on 

spiraling and twists.  Iôm still trying to 

absorb the barley and vine part of this 

demo, but I think Iôve got it.  That was 

part of the great line-up we have in store 

for you over the next 6 months. 

 

Weôre already plan-

ning for demos in 

2009 and I can prom-

ise you that you wonôt 

find a better line-up of 

programs at any re-

gional or national 

program.  Laura 

Ousset will be show-

ing us how she creates 

those great segmented 

patterns in her work.  

She will share with 

you, not only the 

what they know about woodturning and 

the techniques you want to learn. 

 

Iôm proud to say that the ñAfter Hoursò 

programs are attracting more viewers 

each month.  This is when we do our 

third demo of the 

day.  Thatôs right, 

three Free demos 

at each meeting.  I 

present a video or 

slide program on 

a tip or technique 

that Iôm working 

on.  I often con-

vert these into 

DVDs for our li-

brary.  Iôve added 

about 5 demon-

stration DVDs to 

the library recent-

what, but the why of making them 

very confusing to the viewer.  Dick 

Gahn will teach us how to make Ca-

briolet legs for furniture and weôll go 

one step farther down the road of the 

techniques of finishing and surface 

decoration with carving, burning and 

texturizing.  Now, more than ever, 

members are standing in line to teach 

ly and our new Librarian, Archie England, 

has them in the program, ready for rental.   

Weôve had another staff change this month 

with the appointment of Ron LeMaire as 

Bulk Order Sales.  Ron will be taking over 

for Bill Toups after 2 great years of Billôs 

management.  Ron now gets to play with 

Headstock continued on page 15 
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Jerry Markowitz                            

Twists & Spirals 

August Demonstration: 

Jerry Markowitz explains the ins & outs of making twists by 

hand: from how to mark out the bines & hollows on the work-

piece to using the tenon saw, twisting gouge, 3ò plane and lots of 

sandpaper to achieve a finished piece (See article on next page 

for more detailed instructions on a Making a Twist). 

Photos by Joel Blazek 
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Making A Single Twist by Hand 
 

                           By Jerry Markowitz 
 
The techniques described in this article, which were 

demonstrate at last monthôs meeting, are largely de-

rived from Stuart Mortimerôs excellent book ñ  Tech-

niques of Spiral Work ï A Practical Guide to the 

Craft of Making Twist by Handñ.  Please refer to 

Stuart’s book for a very detailed step by step de-

scription of making not only the single twist but 

all types of twist and for a very good explanation 

of all the terms related to marking out the twist. 

 

The steps below are used to make a 9ò single  right 

hand twist with a 1 İò pitch . The 9ô refers to the 

length of the area to be twisted, right hand refers to 

the fact that the twist will spiral around the finished 

piece in a clockwise fashion. A 1 İ ñ pitch is the dis-

tance between the top of one bead (or bine) to the 

next.  

 

To facilitate the cutting of the twist the first step is to  

mark out  your  workpiece. Starting with a 16ò long 

by 1 Ĳ ñ piece of wood, turn the middle 10ò to a 1 İò 

cylinder, leaving the ends square. 

Using the square ends as a guide, mark a line from 

each square end from the headstock to the tailstock. 

You now have divided the piece into four equal hori-

zontal sections. Number these lines, on the tailstock 

end from 1 to 4 in a clockwise direction. These are 

known as Start Lines. 

 

Using a black colored pencil mark out the middle 9ò 

part of the wood as follows: divide into equal 3ò sec-

tions, divide each section in half making equal 1 İò 

sections ï know as Pitch Lines.                                   

Using a regular pencil, next divide each segment in 

half ( 3/4ò), then in half again 

(3/8ò). You will now have 24 

equal sections, know as Pitch Dividing Lines. These 

lines will guide you in making out the Cut, Bine 

Apex, and Width Control Lines discussed next. 

 

 

Again using a heavy black colored pencil, begin at 

Start Line 1 (tailstock end) and mark the segment di-

agonally from right to left clockwise around the 

blank towards the line 2, then 3, then 4 along the full 

length of blank. This line is known as the Cut Line 

and will be where the cove or hollow part of the twist  

will be formed. 

Beginning at Start Line 3 with a green colored pencil 

mark in the same manner as you did the Cut Line. 

This line is known as the Bine Apex Line and 

represents the ñbeadò of twist. 

Repeat the marking process, starting at Start Line 2 

then 4 with a red colored pencil. These lines show 

you the width of the bine and hollow of the twist and 

are called the Width Control Lines (Fig1). 

 

 

 

You have now fully marked out the twist. Using a te-

non saw, marked with a  piece of tape at a cut depth 

of ıò- beginning at the Cut Line on the tailstock 

end, saw to the depth of the tape.  Proceed along the 

Cut Line holding the saw in your right hand while 

slowly rocking and turning the wood with your left 

hand ï cutting one pitch segment at a time until you 

have gone along the entire twist (Fig2) 

 

3 
1 

2 

4 

Pitch Lines 

Cut Line 

Width Control Line  
Bine Apex Line 

Fig1 

Fig2 
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Next using a ñtwisting gougeò held  with the  flute at 

about a 45 degree. angle and with the tool rest below 

center , starting just to the left of your sawed cut, 

slowly turn the workpiece with your left hand and 

ñfeedò the gouge into the work. You should be able 

to get a nice 1/8ò shaving. Proceed all the way around 

to the headstock end. Repeat process again taking a 

cut just to left of the previous cut and slightly deeper. 

 

Repeat again until you have cut a roughly 3/8ò half 

cove from the Width Control Line (red line) down 

to your sawed line. Flip your workpiece end for end 

and repeat the process cutting the other half of the 

hollow. Your piece should now look like figure 4 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To clean up the hollow a İò half-round Microplane 

file is used (Fig  5 ). Take care not to go past the red 

Width Control Lines. 

 

 

To round the Bines a 3ò block plane is used. Start on 

the left side of the squared edged bine and using a 

similar rocking motions as used with the tenon saw  

proceed to round the bine to the headstock end. (see 

Fig  6  ). Take three passes to round the bine (Fig 7)       

.   Do not take off the green Bine Apex Line. 

 

With a flat microplane or rasp refine the shape of 

the bine. 

 

Wrap a piece of sandpaper (60-80 grit) around a 

dowel or ½ piece of wood that has been round 

over and smooth out the hollow being careful not 

to ruin the shape of the rounded bine. Next with 

a 4ò x 4ò piece of sandpaper held between your 

index finger and pinky and shaped to conform to 

the bine and hollow of you workpiece slowly 

turn on the lathe and sand along the entire twist. 

Finally with a 4 x 1 İ  ñ piece of sandpaper 

finish round out the bine. Repeat the sanding 

with the require grits to 320 ï 400.                        

Happy Twisting!!! 

 

Fig4 

Fig3 

Fig5 

Fig6 

Fig7 
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Eddie Castelin ð                 

Turning a hat on a OneWay. Jerry Markowitz ð                 

Photographing your work. 

Keith Welshð                           

Metal Working & Building Your own 

forge. 

And much, much more 
The Event will be held at Joel Blazek’s Place 

(Map & Directions on page 16) 
  

Skew IV is coming up soon and for all those who missed last monthôs 
meeting it's not too late. You can still sign up by calling me at 504-525-7137 
(work) 601-590-2554 (cell), emailing me at richcrly@bellsouth.net or going 
to the following website: www.southernwoodturnings.com. The fee is 
$10.00 which covers your lunch, snacks and drinks for the day. You can 
pay in advance with your credit/debit card by calling me. I can process Vi-
sa/MasterCard and Discover by phone. If you wish to pay the day of, I will 
still need you to contact me so I can get a head count so we won't be short 
on lunch. This yearsô Skew looks to be the best yet so don't miss out. See 
you there! 
 
Regards, 
Richard Corley 
 

http://us.mc389.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=richcrly@bellsouth.net
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Bill Toups ï Poplar 

Bill Toups ï Spanish Cedar 

Baby Bonnet Display Holder 

Dennis Wall - Turquoise Acrylic 

Eddie Castelin - Decorative Pins ï assorted 

Woods/Veneers 

E.J. Miller ï Poplar/Spanish Cedar/Maple 

Richard Corley-Chote Vigra 
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Ray Hoffman ï Twisted Candlesticks 

John Byl ï Cherry Bowl -7òx 2ò 

Paul Robin ïSycamore- 6òx 2ò 

Paul Robin ïDogwood ï Walnut Platter ï 9òx2ò 

Paul Robin ïDogwood - 3òx 2ò 

Richard Corley ïPear - 6òx 3ò 
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Ron DôAunoy ïLoquat- 5òx 2 İ ò 
Ron LeMaire ïPoplar Bowl -  6ò 

ñDocò LeJeune 

Walnut, Birch Plywood, 

Bamboo Fabric ï 30ò x 9ò 

Paul Robin ïSycamore- 16òx 2ò 
Ralph Rochon _Crushed Sunflower Shells Pen  
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Making your own Star Block  
 

Many members saw my demo on the 

star block in 

July.  Iõve 

heard from 

many that the 

glue-up didnõt 

work out for 

them. Iõve dis-

sected the 

layout and 

have devel-

oped a method 

for layout.  This is my method, if 

you develop one, please share it.  

You need a 

ruler, pr o-

tractor and 

compass. 

Graph p a-

per will help 

if you donõt 

have a pr o-

tractor.  

Draw two 

lines inte r-

secting at 90 degrees, a big plus.  

Then add two lines crossing through 

the center 

in an X pa t-

tern.  Now 

you have 

four lines, 

all on the 

same 

points, all 

45 degrees 

to the next 

line. (fig. 

1) These 

are your 

radial 

lines.  

Take your 

compass 

and draw a 

circle the 

size of the 

core of your block.  Iõll use 5/16ó to 

start. (fig. 2) This is your core.  

At the points where the lines inte r-

sect the coreõs edge you will now 

draw a square, (fig. 3 & 4) with the 

cross points of the square being on 

the radial lines.  

Connect all the cross p oints, (fig. 5) 

and you have your square.  

Add layers of accent material or v e-

neers to the square to develop your 

finished product as you wish.  Your 

core will now have all equal height 

spikes 

and 

lines.  

Remem

mem-

ber, 

vari a-

tions 

on a 

theme 

is what 

makes 

your  work even greater.  

-Capt. Eddie Castelin  
 

 

Fig.1 

Fig 2 

Fig.3 

Fig.4 

Fig.5 

Editorôs Note: A DVD on the  making of a Star Block 

by Eddie is  available in the Clubôs Library 
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News & Notes  
 

Three New Videos Available – Club Productions of 

Glue Block Magic, How to Make a Celtic Knot, and 

How to Turn a Candlestick are in the Library and 

ready to be checked out. 

Lights, Camera, Action! We are looking 

for some help to produce informational 

videos for the Clubôs library. If you are 

interested in helping with this project see 

Eddie Castelin (eddiecastelin@cox.net). 

Help is needed with developing programs 

(scripts), setting u[p the shooting (sets) 

and filming (production). We are even 

looking for a host. This could be your big 

chance in Hollywood. 

Our meeting was called to order at about 9:10 

AM.  So far this year we have turned more than 

1300 pens for the Freedom Pen Project.  This 

puts us in the top tier of clubs participating in the 

project.  We would like to do another pen turn-a-

thon this fall as we did this past spring.  Howev-

er, we need money to make that happen: about 

$300.00 for pen kits and wood.  Any donations 

are greatly appreciated, and remember, it's for a 

good cause, and it's tax-deductible.   

   Thanks to the efforts of Richard Corley, we are 

very close to having Jimmy Clews, the well-

known turner from the U.K. come and do a 

demo and workshop for us this coming spring.  

Those of you who have seen Jimmy's videos, 

know how really good he is.  

  We have programs scheduled for this rest of 

this year, and for  January and February next 

year.  If you'd like to volunteer to do a program, 

please let us know.  If you even have an idea of 

a demonstration you'd like to see, please let us 

know.  We need ideas and people.   

  Next month is SKEW and it replaces the regular 

month's meeting.  This year's festivities will be 

held at Joel Blazek's shop in Bush, Louisiana, 

NOT at the Harahan Senior Center.  The fee is 

$10.00 for the entire day, and that includes lunch.  

You can pay at the door but we need an idea of 

how many lunches will be required.  If you're in-

terested, please contact Richard Corley.  It's going 

to be a great program. 

  We once again have green wood sealer.  The 

price is $10.00 a gallon, and you need to bring 

your own screw-top container. 

  The business portion of the meeting concluded 

at 9:38 a.m. 

 

 Dennis Wall, 
                        Secretary 

 

mailto:eddiecastelin@cox.net
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If you have been accumulating  your 
-ÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ 2Å×ÁÒÄ 0ÏÉÎÔÓ (if you have 
not ɀ thereȭs still time ), December is fast 
approaching and you will once again 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ȰÓÐÅÎÄȱ ÙÏÕÒ 
rewards on a great selection of tools and 

gadgets for your workshop. 

Annual Woodturners 

Pic nic ð October 25, 2008  

 

Mark your calendars and tune up your Belt Sander.  Top 

Prizes for sander drag racing will total 100 Member’s Re-

ward Points !!!. 

 

There will be a special Challenge – Wearable Woodturning 

Art – Pins, Earrings, Broaches, Necklaces, Bracelets, etc. 

There will also be an auction of the art benefiting the 

Member’s Reward Program. 

 

And don’t forget Pit Master Dick Gahn (with help from 

Julia) will be providing the Cochon du lait. 
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In The Journals 

 

TURNING A LATTICE BOWL: MW, July 2007, Vol 6 

pp4 
A Circle Cutting Jig That You Can Build: MW, July 2007, 

Vol 6 pp8 

The Vicmarc VOD 300 Oval Turning Chuck, Part 2: MW, 

July 2007, Vol 6 pp10 

Making an Acorn Box: MW, July 2007, Vol 6 pp14 

Drying Wood: MW, July 2007, Vol 6 pp16 

Work Sharp—A Different Type of Sharpening System: 
MW, July 2007, Vol 6 pp20 

Let the Wood Design Itself: MW, July 2007, Vol 6 pp28 

So You Want To Make A Bowl: MW, July 2007, Vol 6 

pp30 

How to Make a Sounding Bowl, Part 1: WW, Aug 2007, 

Issue 106, pp65-71 

Tobias Kaye ï step by step from form to harmony 

Rose Engine Turning: AWT, Spring 2007, Vol 22, No.1 

pp46-51 

Build Your Own Rose-Engine lathe: AWT, Spring 2007, 

Vol 22, No.1 pp52-53 

Ready to give ornamental turning a try? Jon Magill will help 

you get started with homemade lathe and your first project. 

Twisted Possibilities: AWT, Summer 2007, Vol 22, No.2 

pp18-23 

Malcolm Tibbettts shows hot to transform six bottomless 

segmented half bowls into a fascinating sculpture. 

Staved Vessel: AWT, Summer 2007, Vol 22, No.2 pp24-28 

Bob Fulton has created a jig to help you assemble segmented 

pieces for a slender stave vessel. 

Off-Center Exercise: AWT, Summer 2007, Vol 22, No.2 

pp36-39 

Learn Keith Gotschallôs techniques for turning eye-catching 

platters. 

Classy Coasters: AWT, Summer 2007, Vol 22, No.2 pp50-

53 

Jerry Hubschman shares a great project to make use of some 

the hardwood scraps youôve been collecting. 

Stool School: AWT, Summer 2007, Vol 22, No.2 pp58-61 

Follow Nick Cookôs suggestions to turn your first three-

legged footstool 

Kansas City Woodturners   
Turning Challenge: the  turning challenge theme is ñMay 

flowersò. Memberôs were told toòfeel free to use your 

imaginationò. It will be interesting to see the results of 

this challenge.  
 

Club member, Chip Siskey, demonstrated Square-Edged 

Woodturning. For those of you who donôt know what 

square-edged woodturning might be, it is a great example 

of a technique called ñhowôd he make that?ò 

According to Chip, it involves cutting a block of wood 

into four pieces, temporarily gluing them back together 

with scrap wood between the pieces, turning the outside, 

removing the scrap pieces, then re-gluing 

the four pieces. The result is a round bowl with corners. 

Impossible? 
 

The Club will feature guest Demonstrator - Kip Christen-

sen. Kipôs demonstration will consist of  - inlaid box, 

lighthouse with burl base, sphere, refrigerator magnet, 

desk clock, one minutes spinning top, tool handle with 

wire burn and pyrography, oil lamp with ebonized band 

and curly fries. Kip will also do two one day hands on 

classes covering Spindle turning techniques and projects, 

Principles of clean cutting, Exercise cuts for efficient 

practice: Egg, Ball and Cup Game, Bud Vase.                                                                   
 

Keystone Woodturners                                                                                            
With the passing of the Club ós founder, Richard Tuttle, 

the Keystone Turners Board of Directors has decided to 

initiate an annual scholarship fund in memory of Dick 

and his endless dedication to wood turning and the Keys-

tone Turners. The scholarship will be awarded to one 

Keystone member each year, in the form of a $500 grant 

to attend the woodturning school/teacher of their choice. 

All Keystone members are eligible for the scholarship. 

 

Long Island Woodturners 

Upcoming workshops include: Turn a Lamp and 

Lampshade, taught by Club member Peter Asselyn, 

Turning a Mallet with Club member Bob Brady.  

 

 

This column provides a look into what other clubs around 

the country are doing; how they are organized, what their 

demonstrators are showing, and how they are promoting 

woodturning among their members and the public 

 

 

 

WWJ: Woodworkers Journal    

WD:    Woodturning Design 

WT:    Woodturning       

AW:    American Woodworker 

MW:   More Woodturning     

 W:     Wood  

WC:    Woodcraft                      

AWT:  American Woodturner 

WTC:  Woodturning Center   

 WW:  Woodwork 

FWW: Fine WoodWorking 

 



 

     September 2008 

- 14 - 

Fall Challenges,               

The Details. 
 

This fall we have a few challenges to 

compete in, both at meetings and at the 

picnic.  Here are the details: 

 

The Candlestick Challenge – this is a 

spindle turning challenge for 

the entire club. It will be 

voted on at the October 11 

General Meeting. The reg-

ular challenge is to turn a 

candlestick, or pair, or group of 

candlesticks.  It is very much 

open to what you want to do. 

The special challenge is to turn a can-

dlestick to use one or two of the Eli Avi-

sera candle cups. (as shown at the July 

meeting, Craft Supplies item #432-3100) 

BWT will provide two cups for you.  If 

you don’t enter challenge, you owe the 

BWT $10.00.  Any kind, any shape, etc. 

 

At the picnic we have a few special deals 

for everyone.  First, the all-out belt 

sander drag races.  Bring 

what you have and 

race, but be pre-

pared to go home 

in second 

place. But that is 

just brute force, 

no art there. 

 

The next challenge is the coffee mug 

open challenge.  This is where we will 

provide you with a coffee cup liner and 

the instructions, you provide the mug.  

It’s an open challenge with the three 

regular spots, open, mul-

ti-media, best of show.  

There will be an orna-

mental division if we get 

enough entries.  

The Bayou Woodturners 

will provide the liner and cap for all 

who wish to enter. But if you don’t pro-

vide the entry, you must pay us $10.00 

for the liner. 

 

Then there is the ―wearable Art‖ chal-

lenge.  Pins, bracelets, ear rings, neck-

laces, pen- dants, rings, etc and 

even more etc.  Any weara-

ble art will quali-

fy.  This is a selling 

challenge and the 

club collects 20% of 

what the pieces sell for. This is geared to 

give the visiting spouses something to 

see and feel at our picnic. 

 

Gear up and enter the challenge of your 

choice, or all of them.  –Eddie Castelin 

 

PS: Challenge entries earn Member’s 

Reward points!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eddie Castelin 

- Gearing up 

for the Travel 

Mug Competi-

tion 
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R.J. Marchand 

Contractors Specialties Inc. 

3515 Division Street 

Metairie, La 

(504) 888-2922 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Riverside Lumber Co. 

5451 Morrison Rd. 

New Orleans, LA.  70126                    

(504) 242-6624 

Craft Supplies USA 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

1 Industrial 

Parkway 

Ponchatoula,  

La 

(985) 386-6079 

your new toys before he delivers them, thatôs Bills loss. 

Iôve resurrected a segmented work planner that Charlie 

Kragle and I developed a few years ago.  This is priming the 

pump for Lauraôs program in January.  A laminated sheet is 

only $5.00.  The PDF of the planner is available on the website 

for free.  Iôm taking orders through September 1 for the lami-

nated planner; send me an e-mail to order yours. 

This fall weôll hold a demo on ornamental turning with at least 

two rose engine lathes for your viewing.  This is a project that 

a pair of turners can get involved in and have a little fun.  But I 

warn you, it can be all consuming of your time. Who knows, 

after 25 or 30 years, you might be able to turn something like 

Gorst does, just not as good. 

The Members Rewards Program wraps up at the end of No-

vember.  This year we will award over 7,000 points in the pro-

gram. Iôm looking for suggestions for the prizes at this time.  

Iôm probably going to tap a few of the Directors to make the 

selections this year.  If you want something special on the pro-

gram, be sure to pass the word.  Weôve had a few donations 

from members to the list. Iôve got some books, tapes, DVDs, 

tools, etc.  You can help out too!   

 

This month weôll be in Bush at Joel Blazek’s place for 

S.K.E.W. IV.  Weôve moved to the shop because this is the on-

ly place we could possibly do several of the demos weôve 

wanted to.  The senior center isnôt suited to do burning, big 

turning, sanding, finishing, etc.  You will never see some of the 

demos from this SKEW at the Sr. Center.  Cost is only $10.00 

and that pays for your lunch.  You can pay at the door, but we 

order lunch at 9:00 AM and if you show up after that, youôre 

going to watch do a demo on some sandwiches. 

 

Iôm heading to the shop, Iôve got to get ready to turn something 

extremely thin (a Hat) at the SKEW.  Standby for excellence ï  

 

     Capõn Eddie. 
 
    President, 
    Bayou Woodturners 
 

 

Headstock continued from page 1 

If you have any questions, comments, turning tips, 

articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the Newsletter 

please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
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From New Orleans, Slidell and Hammond they all bring you to the intersection of I-12 and N 

Causeway.  N Causeway turns into US 190 W headed to Covington.  As you pass Wendy’s on 

your right you veer to the right to US 190 Business W (you do not go over the bridge) you will 

go about 3 blocks stay in right lane (you pass Walgreens, Rouses, and McDonalds). At the light 

you veer to the right to LA-21 towards Bogalusa, but don’t take a right to Abita Springs.  You 

stay on LA21 for about 9.8 miles.  On your left you will see the entrance to Grande Hills Estates.  

Turn left onto Grande Hills Blvd. (.3mi). Turn right at Churchill Downs Dr. (.7mi). Turn Left 

at Santa Anita Dr (.4ms). Turn left at Pimlico Dr (.2mi). Turn left at Affirmed Ct. Our house is 

at the end of Affirmed, a blue Arcadian on the right with a lake in the back of the house. We 

will meet in the barn to the right of the house. If anyone gets lost they can call us at 985-871-

9088 and we will send the search parties.  

 

Joel Blazekôs Place 

111 Affirmed Ct. 

Bush, LA 70431 
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Treasurer's Report

By Ray Hoffmann

Beginning Balance 8/1/08 $1,250.17

Income:

Misc Sales $6.00

Smock Sales $30.00

Anchor Seal $10.00

Wood Raffle $68.00

Ellsworth Income $704.41

Donation $50.00

Sand Paper $54.00

Library Late Fees $2.00

Glue Sales $126.00

Total $1,050.41

Disbursements:

Hall Rental $50.00

CA Glue $178.00

Total $228.00

Balance -8/30/08 $2,072.58
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September 13, 2008 

Details Inside 


