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Gus is gone, Ike took a hike and they 

both severely impacted our area. I hope 

this finds all of our members, and their 

families, safe and sound. 

We postponed the S.K.E.W. until later 

this year.  If you want your fee to ride, or 

you want a refund, either will be fine 

with us.  We held a meeting under the 

canopy at the Senior 

Center with about 20 

guys showing up to 

talk turning.  We 

traded some wood and 

lots of lies.  I turned a 

little and talked a lot.  

It was like a regular 

meeting without the 

regular crowd. 

There is a lot going on 

over the next few 

months.  We have the 

Candlestick Challenge 

in October along with 

joyed the past 5 years and look back at 

good times.  But it’s time to make a 

change.  Consider this when you are 

asked to help with the load in the next 

year. 

I do look forward to being able to con-

centrate on some-

thing I have come 

to enjoy, making 

videos. I just pur-

chased a new 

computer just for 

editing videos and 

presentations.  

That’s where you 

will find me in 

2009, in the shop 

teaching more 

than one turner at 

a time what I have 

picked up over 

the voting for the calendar challenge.  

We also have a picnic later in the 

month and we’re getting ready for 

Member’s Rewards. 

 

This is also the time of the year when 

we select officers for the next year.  

Under current by-laws I’m not eligi-

ble for President in 2009.  I’ve en-

the past 10+ years. 

That’s it for now.  I’ve got candlesticks to 

make and hearts to break – Standby for Ex-

cellence. 

        
        Cap’n Eddie. 
        President, Bayou Woodturners 
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President 

Eddie Castelin 

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Vice President 

John Byl 

Captbly53@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Ray Hoffman 

roach1no@aol.com 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net 

 
Directors 

 

Carl Bordelon-Greeter 

craneman54@yahoo.com 

Richard Corley-Programs 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Ron D’Aunoy-Challenges 
rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Archie England-Librarian 

 

Brain Harrell-Sales 

bharr151@bellsouth.net 

Charlie Kragle-Membership 

ckragle@earthlink.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order 

R.LeMaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-
Editor/Photography 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Jim Shackelford-Projects 

csmp65@hotmail.com 

Sean Sullivan-Projects 

nanook468@aol.com 

Ben Sulzer-Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

 

 

Bayou 

Woodturners 

Officers    

mailto:nanook468@aol.com
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Eddie Castelin 

Demonstrates the finer 

points of turning a delicate 

finial and making a box 

September Demonstration 
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       Bayou Woodturners 

Annual Cochon du Lait 

October 25, 2008 
 

The Bayou Woodtuners annual pig roast hosted by Dick and Julia 

Gahn will be held at their home at 21098 Shady Lane, Covington, on 

Saturday, October 25, 2008. Dick suggests gathering about 12:00 noon 

and planning to eat about 3:00 PM. This is a family affair. Everybody – 

husbands, wives, girlfriends, boyfriends, kids, grandkids – are invited. 

Plan to come and pass a good time 

The meat, rice dressing, and bread will be provided by the Club and 

cooked by Chef Dick and his assistants. Each person or couple is asked 

to bring a salad, veggies, or dessert. 

Everyone should also bring their own beverages and chairs. 

 

No – we won’t be having sack races – 

but will be holding the 

9
th

 Annual Bayou 500 Belt Sander races. 
 

So Bring Your Sanders and Join in the Fun  

 

A head count would help Dick and Julia with their planning. 

Their phone number is (985) 893-7603. Please call as soon as 

possible and say how many will be in your party and what dish 

you will be bringing. If no one is home, leave a message on 

their answering machine. Dick says, “If at the last minute you 

find you can come but didn’t call, come anyway” there is al-

ways more than enough food. 

 

Map & Directions can be found on Page 15 
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Great news fellow turners. I have confirmation of the dates we will have 
Jimmy Clewes come to New Orleans to do a two day demonstration for us. 
The weekend of May 16th-17th will have him in house. Tickets for this event 
will be $65.00 for the entire weekend and will include drinks, snacks and 
lunch. We also will have three days of hands on classes with six turners 
each day. Prices for each turner each day will be $145.00. This will also in-
clude drinks, snacks and lunch. Wood will also be provided. Jimmy is a first 
class turner and if you are not familiar with his works check out his website 
www.jimmyclewes.com. His works are some great pieces of art. We also 
have in the clubs library his DVD set "Turn it up" although you may have to 
reserve it after this notice. I will start a signup sheet at the October meeting 
for both the weekend demos and the hands on classes. If there are more 
than 18 people who want to attend the hands on class we will go to a lottery. 
As with David Ellsworth we will open this up to other clubs that are close if 
we do not have 18 people that want to attend the hands on class. This is a 
great opportunity to learn from a great turner in your own backyard. I hope 
all of you will attend. Happy turning! 
 

                         Richard Corley 
 

http://www.jimmyclewes.com/
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 The Arrowmont School 

of Arts and Crafts, lo-

cated in Gatlinburg, 

Tennessee, will conduct 

fall and spring classes 

for 2008 and 2009 as 

planned.  Rumors about 

the impending sale of 

the school by the frater-

nity are true, but have 

not been completely de-

veloped.  Arrowmont 

has a lease through 2011 

and plans on holding 

classes at the school at 

least until that time.  We 

will keep you  posted on 

changes.  For a complete 

schedule at this magnifi-

cent woodturning 

school, visit 

www.Arrowmont.org 

 

Why Do We Need AAW, Anyway? 
 

It seems too many of us our only connection with the Amer-

ican Association of Woodturners is the magazine we get 

when the mail delivery carrier is finished reading it or in 

some cases shredding half the pages. And once a year we 

get a bill and a ballot for someone we have never heard of 

and will probably never meet, and we are supposed to vote 

for. This may be your total involvement with AAW, so why 

do we need them? 

 

I was asked by Eddie to review what AAW is and what they 

do for us as members of Bayou Woodturners.  

 

About 6 ½ years ago I visited my brother in law in New 

Hampshire and was introduced to woodturning, I got the 

bug. After 2 days of turning he sent me home with instruc-

tions on where to buy stuff and the website address of 

AAW. It was this website that lead me to my first meeting 

at Acadian Lumber and my introduction to Bayou Wood-

turners. I met the razzle dazzle turning mistrot, Eddie Caste-

lin, and a great group of guys and gal (just Laura at the 

time) and I felt I was in the right place.  It was David Beeh-

ler’s first meeting as well, and David volunteered to be li-

brarian for the club. I thought it was really great that we had 

this great assortment of books and videos. It was about a 

year later I found out that it was AAW that had given us a 

grant to get our library up and going. It was also at that first 

meeting I volunteered to evaluate to possibility of having 

guest turners visit our club for demonstrations. This led to 

my next encounter with AAW. 

 

The following summer I went to my first AAW symposium 

with the task of meeting to well known turners and looking 

into booking them to do a guest demonstration here at 

Bayou Woodturners. I attended 2 and a half days of demon-

strations, visited the trade show, met a number of turners 

and left with receipts for things I bought that I wasn’t exact-

ly sure what I bought or how to use them. But what a great 

experience I had, I learned more in those days to keep me 

busy for many a weekend on the lathe. 

 

We had decided to book Lyle Jameson and I worked with 

the folks at AAW to walk me through the process of book-

ing Lyle. We really had not booked anyone of this caliper to 

demonstrate at our club and the folks at AAW really went 

out of their way to explain issues like demonstrator insur-

ance, travel, housing and all the things that we at our club 

http://www.arrowmont.org/
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If you have any questions, comments, turning 

tips, articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the 

Newsletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

would be responsible for. It is AAW that publishes 

the lists of demonstrators as well as coordinating a 

policy for the guest demonstrators that basically 

outlines what we as clubs should expect from 

turners and what the turners should expect from 

us.  

 

Then came KATRINA.   

 

Eddie and I and a couple other members met about 

4-5 weeks after Katrina to decide how to get the 

club back on track. We had members with de-

stroyed homes, destroyed shops and destroyed 

lives. We had members move away after the storm 

and others that just dropped out of the club. I had 

lost my house in Chalmette and quite frankly 

woodturning was the last thing on my mind. I re-

ceived a call from the offices of AAW explaining 

that in their words they were sending me a check 

to help me get back on my feet. I tried to refuse 

but they would not take no for an answer. I re-

ceived a check a couple of weeks later and I guess 

I so busy running around trying to get my business 

back open and my life back to normal that I didn’t 

see the envelope in the stack of mail. When I final-

ly opened the letter from AAW I was totally over-

come with emotion. Here was this check from 

people I didn’t know, who I hadn’t met, who 

raised money for people they didn’t know but who 

were fellow wood turners and members of AAW. 

How do you ever repay a kindness from these 

members? 

 

I was fortunate to meet many of these turners and 

thank them personally at later AAW symposiums. 

And I am telling you these are great people, ta-

lented turners and teachers and very dedicated to 

woodturning and the AAW. These same great 

turners including our own member Gorst Duples-

sis donate work that is auctioned off at the annual 

AAW symposium banquet auction for the AAW 

educational fund. This fund is distributed to mem-

ber clubs to be used by the clubs to help further the 

art of woodturning. We have received 2 grants the 

first we used for our library and the second, more 

recently, to buy video equipment for videotaping 

and viewing demonstrations here at our club. 

I have attended 4 symposiums and have gained a 

greater insight to woodturning and the great 

turners that have been on the forefront of the 

woodturning movement. Though AAW and its 

efforts, woodturning has progressed from a craft 

to an art form. We all benefited from what the 

pioneers of AAW created and has nurtured over 

the years.  

 

So, you may ask what AAW has done for Bayou 

Woodturners.  

 

We have been given grants for a library, grants 

for video equipment, grants to rebuild our lives, 

as well as exposure to great turners and teaching 

at AAW symposiums. Even if you haven’t gone 

to an AAW symposium you have benefited from 

those of us who have attended these symposiums 

and then demonstrated what we learned to you. 

Every demonstrator who demonstrates at our 

meetings and remote demonstrations is insured 

by AAW. We receive one of the best printed 

magazines on woodturning along with a directo-

ry of everything you needed to find something or 

somebody in woodturning. A website that can 

help you find technical knowledge and inspira-

tional ideas.  

 

Like Bayou Woodturners, AAW is your organi-

zation, what you put into it is what you get out of 

it. Use the website, attend a symposium, meet 

new turners, learn new techniques, become crea-

tive, this is why we need AAW here in the 

Bayou Woodturners 

 

                 Joel Blazek 
 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
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Three New Videos Available – Club Pro-

ductions of Glue Block Magic, How to 

Make a Celtic Knot, and How to Turn a 

Candlestick are in the Library and ready 

to be checked out. 

Nominations for Officers  

It’s that time of year when Woodturners dare not 

leave the meeting area during the business portion 

because they may get nominated for office. 

We don’t do that sort of thing at The Bayou 

Woodturners.  We’ve had three presidents in the 

10 years of the club’s existence.  I’ve had the 

pleasure of being President for the past 6 years 

and look back on that time as a great learning ex-

perience. 

I learned what the regular member wants, what 

some people expect, and even what some de-

serve.  I’ve learned to be a little more diplomatic 

than my nature allows, to refer to the crowd as 

“Woodturners” rather than “Guys” (right Lau-

ra?) I’ve also learned how to become, what I call 

“ a seasoned woodturner” by practicing for all 

the demos (57) I’ve done in the past 6 years. But 

what I’ve really learned is that this club will 

support itself if the right person is at the helm.  

We’ve got a great group of people, from all 

walks of life, as Members, Officers and Direc-

tors. 

This group has done more in the last 10 years that 

most woodturning clubs do in their history.  And 

it’s all because of a great membership base and 

good leadership.  

I won’t qualify for office this upcoming year be-

cause I’m severing ties with AAW.   I won’t go in-

to detail, but a membership in that group just won’t 

work for me at this time.  Please consider stepping 

up and offering to take a position as an officer or 

director for 2009.  Your club needs you. 

-       Capt. Eddie Castelin 

PS I’ll still produce videos, help with programs 

and perform demonstrations; because I love to help 

others learn how to do what I love, woodturning 

 



 

     October 2008 

- 9 - 

 

Making your own Star Block  
 

 

  

News & Notes  
 

Lights, Camera, Action! We are look-

ing for some help to produce informa-

tional videos for the Club’s library. If 

you are interested in helping with this 

project see Eddie Castelin 

(eddiecastelin@cox.net). 

Help is needed with developing pro-

grams (scripts), setting u[p the shoot-

ing (sets) and filming (production). 

We are even looking for a host. This 

could be your big chance in Holly-

wood. 

An nual Woodturners 

Picnic ð October 25, 2008  

 

Mark your calendars and tune up your Belt Sand-

er.  Top Prizes for sander drag racing will total 

100 Member’s Reward Points !!!. 

 

There will be a special Challenge – Wearable 

Woodturning Art – Pins, Earrings, Broaches, 

Necklaces, Bracelets, etc. There will also be an 

auction of the art benefiting the Member’s Re-

ward Program. 

 

And don’t forget Pit Master Dick Gahn (with help 

from Julia) will be providing the Couchon du lait. 
 

mailto:eddiecastelin@cox.net
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Your Membership Dues  

      By Capt. Eddie Castelin 
 

The dues are $25.00 per year?  What do I get for $25.00 that makes it worth the money? 

I’ve been asked this only a few times since I joined this club almost 10 years ago.  I am very quick to 

get defensive and try to explain why we even have dues, much less go through the trouble to collect 

and record them. 

 

Each year the club collects, on the average, $1500.00 from dues.  This may appear to be a lot of mon-

ey for a club with limited expenses, or is it? Let’s take a look at the activities and functions of this 

club: 

¶ Each year The BWT produces 12 issues of a World-Class newsletter. 

¶ The BWT host a website with over 1 GB of information on over 40 pages. 

¶ The BWT has produced 6 educational DVDs for the club library. One of the 

largest libraries of its kind in AAW. (more videos in production at this time) 

¶ The meetings are presented with the latest and greatest in Audio-Video technol-

ogy.  Putting you right behind the lathe each and every time. 

¶ The Club produces 12 meetings a year, which in 2007 offered 18 different dem-

onstrations on woodturning. (over 25 demonstrations are scheduled in 2008) 

¶ The Club produced all-day educational workshops in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 

2008, S.K.E.W. I thru IV. 

¶ The “David Ellsworth Experience” was a combination of a weekend presentation 

and a “hands-on” workshop. The third in a series of professional woodturners to 

visit the club. 

¶ The club retails Sandpaper, Super Glue and other supplies at less than retail. (re-

tail plus shipping) 

¶ The club manages a Bulk Order Program from Craft Supplies, offering members 

the opportunity to save up to 15% off their purchases. 

¶ The club participates in several other discount programs for members. Reducing 

your cost to turn wood. 

¶ Then there’s the Freedom Pen Project, the Shaving Sessions, the friends and 

buddies you meet and share ideas with, etc and etc. 

¶ The club has offered more than $15.00 in parts to any member who wishes to 

participate in certain challenges. 

¶ The BWT Members Rewards Program is the only such program in the AAW and 

beyond.  We will give back nearly all of the $1500 we collect from the members 

for dues. 

 
And you get all of this for only $25.00 each year.  You can almost look at your dues as an investment 

in a really good stock.  It doesn’t cost to belong, it pays to belong. 

Consider this when it comes time to sign over that $25.00 for dues, ñ itôs just an investment in great 

woodturning art, yoursò. 

 



 

     October 2008 

- 11 - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.J. Marchand 

Contractors Specialties Inc. 

3515 Division Street 

Metairie, La 

(504) 888-2922 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Riverside Lumber Co. 

5451 Morrison Rd. 

New Orleans, LA.  70126                    

(504) 242-6624 

Craft Supplies USA 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

1 Industrial 

Parkway 

Ponchatoula,  

La 

(985) 386-6079 

Dick Gahn: Master Chef & 

2007 Belt Sander Race Winner 

Photos from the 2007 Bayou 

Woodturners Pig Roast 
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O.B. Lacoste  

 
October 11, 1933  ̧September 16, 2008  
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100 Elodie St 

Directions to October Meeting 

From New Orleans take I-10 heading 

west to Veterans Blvd. Turn left onto 

Veterans and go to David Drive. If you 

don't see the K-Mart on the corner, you 

turned the wrong way. Turn left on Da-

vid Dr. Go South for about 2 1/4 mile. 

You will cross Airline Hwy and go over a 

bridge where David Drive turns into 

Dickory Ave. Be careful not to speed in 

these areas, police are everywhere! You 

will pass Dock Av. at the light on your 

right. Dickory Ave. is only a mile long 

and at the end, you will first turn right 

on Gardner then left onto Hickory Ave. 

Stay on Hickory for two miles. After you 

cross Jefferson Hwy. at River Road turn 

right and go two blocks. Turn right on to 

Elodie Ave.  You're just about there! As 

you go up Elodie about 100 yards, you 

will see a red brick building. Round the 

curve and turn left into the Parking lot 

marked "Enter." 
 
 

Harahan Senior Center 
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Directions to Dick and Julia Gahnõs House 

for Pig Roast on October 25th  

Directions to Dick Gahn’s House 

for Pig Roast 

 

From Causeway take Hwy 190 N 

to Covington 

 

From Covington Take Hwy 21 N 

to Bogalousa for 2 miles 

 

Turn Right on Louisiana St 

 

Turn Right on Plantation St 

 

Turn Left on Shady Lane 

 

Third House on Right 

 

21098 Shady Lane 

(985) 893-7603 
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Treasurer's Report

By Ray Hoffmann

Beginning Balance 9/1/08 $2,072.58

Income:

Library Fees $14.00

Bulk Order $98.04

Glue Sales $48.00

Total $160.04

Disbursements:

Challenge $109.31

Sand Paper $158.30

Hall Rental $50.00

Freedom Pen Exp $52.50

Freedom Pen Donation $50.00

Misc Exp. $143.64

Corporate Rpt $5.00

Total $568.75

Balance -9/30/08 $1,663.87

 

TThhee  BBaayyoouu  SSkkeeww  
TThhee  BBaayyoouu  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss''  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr 

 


