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 We had a great 10 year party for Bayou 

Woodturners.  We had a large turnout 

with a number of original members, in-

cluding all of our past presidents. We 

had almost 70 people including a num-

ber of new members and guests.  Thanks 

to everyone who helped plan our meet-

ing.  

We had a full meet-

ing starting with 

Eddie Castelin giv-

ing a short presenta-

tion on sanding co-

rian. Eddie used the 

new audio visual 

tower he created for 

the club.  It is a new 

light weight metal 

system that will hold 

all of our audio and 

of Eddie, on the dangers of dust in exotic 

woods.  

Judy Lacoste presented our 1
st
 O. B. 

Lacoste award to Eddie Castelin.  We 

appreciate Judy coming from Lafayette to 

present this award honoring her husband.  

O.B. was a great 

turner, a great 

demonstrator, a 

good friend to all 

and a story teller 

we will all miss.  

Our main demon-

stration was on 

segmented turn-

ing and was pre-

sented by Laura 

Ousset. Again 

visual components for our meetings 

and special events.  Thanks Eddie for 

you hard work on the new tower. 

Next Keith Welsh and Jerry Mar-

kowitz presented a retrospective of 

the past 10 years at Bayou Woodturn-

ers. A copy of their presentation is in 

our library for those of you who 

missed it. Thanks to Keith and Jerry 

for working on and presenting this 

project. 

I did our safety minute, with the help 

Laura has taken a very complicated subject 

and presented it in a clear and organized 

manner.  Laura has set the bar high with her 

demo.  A copy of Lauraôs charts and photos 

are in the library.  Thanks again Laura. 

We drew for 5 blockbusters; these are due 

back in April. We are looking forward to 

some exciting entries. 

We finished our meeting with Charlie 

Kragleôs great gumbo, sang Happy Birthday 

Headstock continued on page 24 
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President 

Joel Blazek 

joelblazek@bellsouth.net 

Vice President 

John Byl 

Captbly53@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Ron DôAunoy 

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net 

 
Directors  

Eddie Castelin -  

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Carl Bordelon-Greeter 

craneman54@yahoo.com 

Richard Corley-Programs 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Ron DôAunoy-Challenges 
rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Archie England-Librarian 

 

Brain Harrell -Sales 

bharr151@bellsouth.net 

Charlie Kragle-Membership 

ckragle@earthlink.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order 

R.LeMaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-
Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Jim Shackelford-Projects 

csmp65@hotmail.com 

Sean Sullivan-Projects 

nanook468@aol.com 

Ben Sulzer-Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

 

 

Bayou  

Wood turners  

Officers    

mailto:nanook468@aol.com
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Get ready for the 
upcoming Chal-
lenges ɀ please 
read the revised 
rules for the 2009 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ #ÈÁl-
lenges, provided in 
th is Newsletter.  

Details on the 2010 
Calendar Contest 
are also presented 
in this Newsletter . 
The first Photos for 
the Calendar Con-
test will be taken 
at the March meet-
ing 

In 2009 the Mini -
Demonstration will 
emphasize a 
tool(s) or tec h-
nique that will be 
used in the Main 
demonstration ɀ 
learn how to use a 
skew in the Mini 
then see the skew 
used to make 
Kitchen Utensils at 
the April meeting . 
In October you will 
learn how to bore a  
long straight hole 
and the  main 
demonstration will 
put the technique 
to use in making a 
Pepper Mill. 

Mini start at 9:00 AM   

Main Demo at 
10:00AM 
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  2009 O.B. Lacoste Award Recipient ì Eddie Castelin  

To receive the O.B. Lacoste Award some very strict criteria must be 

met. Like the man the award is named after, the recipient must be will-

ing to share unselfishly their woodturning talents ï which includes, but 

is not limited to: 

 

Å Passing on their woodturning knowledge through conducting 

demonstrations 

Å Volunteer time and talent to charity 

Å Actively promote the Bayou Woodturners  

Å Help a new woodturner  

Å Attend ten or more meetings in a  year 

Å Volunteer non-woodturning talents to club 

 

Eddie Castelin more than fits the above criteria. Eddie has served the 

Club as Treasurer for 2 years and President for the last 6 years. In 

2008 alone he conducted 9 demonstrations, turned countless pens for 

the Freedom Pen Project, and donated turnings for the WYES auction.  

He has tirelessly promoted the Bayou Woodturners at the Wood 

Shows, Turning Tops for the kids at the Jefferson Parish Public Li-

brary, and donating Christmas Ornaments to Childrenôs Hospital. 

Aside from attending all the regular monthly meetings of the Club, 

Eddie has hosted numerous board meetings, planning sessions, and 

building meetings. Non-woodturning contributions include hosting the 

Clubôs Website, building the audio/video sets, making some great 

How-To videos, and the list goes oné 

                                                Congratulations Eddie ï  

 

O.B. Lacoste 

Judy  Eddie Cindy 
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Carl Bordelon ï China Ball 

Archie England - Oak 

Andy Leonard ï Abalone/Acrylic 

Dale Campo - Magnolia 

Dennis Wall - Maple 

Jack Meeker ï Galaxy Acrylic 

John Barrios - Hackberry 

John Byl - Cedar John Byl - Cedar 
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John Byl ï Maple/Walnut  
Johnny Green ï Box Elder 

Johnny Green ï Pecan 

Kaan Yayman - Walnut  

Keith Welsh - Maple 

Keith Welsh - Walnut  

Paul Burk - Lacewood 
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Tom Dunne ï Royal Palm 
Tom Dunne ï Water Oak Burl  

Tom Dunne ï Mesquite 

Ralph Rochon ï Acorn Box 

Ralph Rochon ï Ash-Segmented 

Sean Sullivan ï Red Oak Burl 

Ron DôAunoy - Cherry 
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Sean Sullivan ï Ambrosia Maple 

Ralph Rochon ï Walnut - segmented 

John Barrios - Hackberry 

Sean Sullivan ï Crepe Myrtle 

The Bayou Woodturners celebrated their 10
th
 

Anniversary with a Cake and some great Gum-

bo (cooked by our very own Master Chef ï 

Charlie Kragle 

Judy Lacoste & Steve Rome 

Don Mercante & Keith Welsh 

Eddie Castelin, Steve Rome, Joel Blazek, & Keith Welsh 
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Safety Moment 

They say at certain times of the year, at certain times of the day, when the light is just 

right the four Presidents carve d into Mount Rushmore tend to look a little like the four 

Presidents of the Bayou Woodturners ð Eddie Castelin (2003 -2008), Keith Welsh 

(2002), Steve Rome (1999 -2001), and Joel Blazek (2009 -) ð you be the judge . 

This Monthôs Safety Moment, given 

by Joel Blazek, concerned the ha-

zards of wood dust. When you turn 

that piece of wood do you know 

what is in that wood. Is it toxic? 

Will it affect your breathing? Will it 

make your skin break out in a rash? 

Don't wait for someone to tell you it 

is or isn't a wood you should turn, it 

may turn out to be your undertak-

er. 

Be informed, stay informed, do 

your research and keep up to date 

with good safety habits. The AAW 

website has a host of articles on 

wood turning safety, check it out. 

www.woodturner.org 

  

Joel Blazek ï wearing a respira-

tor ï handed out dust masks to 

members of the audience as he 

and Eddie (no mask) make a 

point about the hazards of wood 

dust. 

http://www.woodturner.org/


 

  March 2009 

- 10 - 

 

   Bayou Woodturners 
General Competition Rules 

Revised February 2009 
 
 

1. Periodic club competitions/challenges shall be 

conducted by the Challenge Master and designat-

ed assistants.  The Challenge Master and assis-

tants shall be responsible for recording the regis-

tration of all participants, distribution of ballots 

and the tally thereof.  The results of each compe-

tition shall be announced by the Club President 

or his designate. 

2. Competitor Classification.  Each competitor 

shall be classified as óApprenticeô, óJourneymanô 

or óMasterô to permit each member to compete 

within their particular peer group.  Initially, most 

club members will be assigned to either óappren-

ticeô or ójourneymanô classes until such time as 

they are advanced by default or choice. 

a. óApprenticeô or beginner turners are defined 

as any member who has been turning 

twenty-four (24) months or less.  Appren-

tice turners will advance to the next level 

when they have placed in three competi-

tions, have been turning for more than 

twenty-four (24) months, or voluntarily 

self-advance to the next level. 

b. óJourneymanô or intermediate turners are any 

member who has been turning at least 

twenty-four (24) months; exhibit a good 

grasp of basic turning and finishing skills 

as well as some advanced techniques.  

Members of this class may voluntarily self-

advance to the next level.  Once a jour-

neyman has placed first in three competi-

tions, they will advance to óMasterô level. 

c. óMasterô or advanced turners include any 

member who self-classifies, works as a pro-

fessional wood artist or craftsman, or who 

regularly exhibits in ójuriedô competitions 

held by professional associations of artists. 

We expect the clubôs ómasterô turners to 

self identify and compete as such.  Master 

turners consistently exhibit advanced skills 

in design, finishing, embellishment, and 

other turning techniques. 

3. Registration of Entries.  Each competitor is respon-

sible for registering their entries with the Challenge 

Master for assignment of entry/position numbers at 

the beginning of the meeting.  Competitors should re-

frain from signing their entered work prior to the 

challenge.  Any signature or initials will be covered 

by masking tape. 

4. Limitation of Entries.  Each competitor shall be li-

mited to three (3) items per competition, except the 

óBlock Busterô competition.  

5. Eligible entries shall be limited to items turned 

within 12 months of the competition date, and may not 

have been entered in any prior club competition, includ-

ing the calendar competition. Every item must have 

wood incorporated into it.  

6. Recognition Awards ï Winners in each class shall 

be determined by vote of the membership present.  

The entry receiving the most votes receives first 

place, the next highest vote count second place and so 

on.  Each class competition shall have a first place 

(blue ribbon), second place (red ribbon), third place 

(white ribbon).  Special categories, if any, shall be 

awarded first, second and third place ribbons only.  

In addition, Best of Show (purple ribbon) shall be de-

termined by separate vote, all items entered shall be 

eligible for this award, regardless of its placement in 

another category. 

7. Special competition rules may be issued with re-

spect to some competitions.  These special rules may 

impose size restrictions, shape definitions, require the 

incorporation or use of other materials for an object 

to qualify, and limit the number of competitors. 

8. Block Buster is a special competition to be held a 

limited number of times each year.  The number of 

participants shall be limited and chosen by lottery.  

Each participant shall be given similar sized pieces of 

wood from the same tree and have two (2) months 

from the selection date to convert their block into one 

or more turned pieces for entry into the completion.  

A fine may be assessed any voluntary participant who 

fails, without good cause, to return the finished work 

within the time allowed. 

9. Calendar Contest ï See Rules on Page 11 

                   Ron DõAunoy 

                Challenge Master 



 

  March 2009 

- 11 - 

 

 

Photos for the 2010 Bayou Woodturn-

ers Turning Arts Calendar will be tak-

en in March , May, and August  

For those of you that do not know what 

the Calendar Contest is ï it is a contest 

where members bring in some of their 

recent work to have it photographed 

and if selected it will be included in the 

2010 BWT Calendar that will go on 

sale in October. The Contest is open to 

all members in good standing  - begin-

ners and advanced turners alike. The 

Calendar piece that you bring must 

have been made in the past 12 months 

and cannot have been entered in any 

previous Presidentôs Challenge or 

Blockbuster Challenge. The pieces that 

you bring in for the Gallery are photo-

graphed for the Newsletter and are not 

automatically entered into the Calendar 

Contest. You will need to fill out the 

form that will be available at each 
meeting that the Calendar Photographs 

will be taken, or you can fill out the 

form on the last page and bring it to the 

meeting. 

 The number and quality of the Gallery 

items has been outstanding and hope-
fully some of you will consider entering a 

few items from your recent work in the 

Calendar Contest. Letôs make the 2010 

Turning Arts Calendar the best one yet. 

Please carefully read the rules below and 

if you have any questions ï please give 

me a call or send an email.  
 

contest Rules for 2010 Turn-

ing Arts Calendar 
Each member can have as many as three 

entries (Note: an entry can consist of 

more than one turning and or additional 

props to highlight your work) photo-

graphed at any one session, however, 

there is a maximum of five entries al-

lowed for the entire challenge e.g. if you 

have two pieces photographed in March 

and two in May  you will be allowed on-

ly one additional piece in August. All 

Pieces will be entered in one of three 

categories: Beginner, Intermediate, or 

Advanced.  The category is decided by 

the entrant and is based on his or her 

assessment of their skill level - not on 

the complexity of the piece e.g. a sim-

2010 Calendar Contest  

 

Judging of the Calendar 

entr y photos will  be 

held at the October 
2009  meeting with C a-

lendars being available 

for purchase at the N o-

vember meeting.  
 

 

Jerry Markowitz 
Ph:  (985) 886-9616 

Email:                              

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

 

ple bowl entered by an advanced turner 

must be put in the advanced category. If 

you feel that your skill level has increase 
between March and August  you can be 

entered in multiple categories.  

3 ñmonthsò will be allocated to winners 

of the Beginner category, 3 ñmonthsò to 

the winners of the Intermediated catego-

ry , and 3 ñmonthsò to winners of the 

Advanced category with the final 3 

ñmonthsò to be chosen by a random 

drawing of the remaining entries (alloca-

tion of months by category is subject to 

adjustment depending on the number of 

entries in each of the three categories). In 

the event that you have more than one 

piece selected - only one winning entry 

per turner will go into the Calendar with 

the  piece with next highest number of 

votes being selected to be in the Ca-

lendar.  

There is no limit on the size of the en-

tered work, but if you plan on show-

ing a piece greater than 24ò x 24ò 

please let me know so that appropri-

ate photographic arrangements can be 

made. 

 A form will be available at each pho-

to shoot and must be filled out for 

each entry (Name, Category ï

Beginner/Intermediate/Advanced, 

Type of Wood(s), Size, and 

Title (optional)). 

Judging of the Calendar en-

tries photos will be held at 

the October 2009 meeting 

with Calendars being availa-

ble for purchase at the No-

vember meeting. Judging of 

the photographs is open to 

all members in good stand-

ing. Each member will cast 

their vote for his/her favorite 

photo in each of the three 

categories ï Beginner, In-

termediate, and Advanced 

with the top three vote get-

ting photos in category being 

selected for the Calendar. 

The final three ñmonthsô 

will be decided by a ran-

dom selection of the re-

maining photos of all the 

entries from the turners 

that did not get a piece se-

lected.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar              

Contest Photos 

will be taken 

at the                     

March 14 th  

Meeting  
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Making  your own Star Block   
 

  

Great Deals at Meetings 
 

Looking for great deals on the right sandpaper, super glue, smocks, hats or even O.B. Shine Juice?  Then 

you need to be looking at the ñRetail Salesò table at each meeting. 

The Bayou Woodturners buy in bulk so you donôt have to.  We offer fresh CA glue, 2ò ï 3ò disc sandpa-

per in many grits and packages.  Currently we have some donated glass plates for flattening Corian, 

strips of Corian in several colors and one pint bottles of O.B. Shine Juice available.  These items sell for 

a reasonable price and a percentage is returned to the club.  These funds are used to provide items for the 

Memberôs Rewards Program and other projects. 

If youôd like to purchase a Bayou Woodturning Smock or ball cap, this is where you place the order or 

make the purchase. Retail Sales is manned by volunteers who can also assist you in ordering a new name 

tag or change your membership information.  Purchases through retail sales support your club and your 

club supports you.                              

                               -Eddie Castelin 
 

Jimmy Clewes - Update 

News & Notes  
 

Jimmy Clewes is coming for a two day demonstra-

tion May 16th and 17th. You can go to his website 

www.jimmyclewes.com and see his works. We also 

have his three DVD set our library for you to check 

out. The price for the entire weekend is only $65.00 

which will include drinks, snacks and lunch for 

both days. This event is open to all. This is a master 

turner in our own backyard and shouldn't be 

missed. Jimmy is a great demonstrator and teacher. 

There will be one day classes with Jimmy for six 

lucky turners per day. The price is $165.00 per 

turner for the one day class. Again snacks, drinks 

and lunch will be provided. It will take place in 

Bush, LA  at Joel's learning center.  I will need a 

check from you by the business portion of our next 

meeting to put your name in the hat. Those chosen 

will not have their checks deposited until the week 

of May 11th. Those not chosen will have their 

checks returned to them. I also need input from all 

of you as to who we want to get for 2010. It takes a 

lot of time to get these things organized and set in 

place so give me your suggestions soon. Thanks. 

      

 Sincerely, 

 

         Richard Corley 
 
 

Our business meeting began at 9:34 AM  and a big 

thank you goes out to Richard Corley and all our de-

monstrators and participants for making last month's 

SKEW so successful.  We had about 75 people at-

tend, all told.  SKEW V will be held in September of 

this year, permitting.  Our annual garage sale will be 

held at the same time.  If you have tools or other stuff 

that you no longer use, bring them then. 

  As you may know, we are trying to put together a 

mentoring program for new turners.  The idea is for 

our new members to have someone in their imme-

diate area, who they can call on for advice and in-

struction. 

  If you receive our newsletter by e-mail, as most 

members do, please make sure we have your current 

e-mail address, and that it is correct.  Otherwise you 

might miss out on the Skew and other updates.   

  Starting next month we are going to reorganize our 

demonstration format slightly.  The mini demo. will 

be a precursor to the main demo, and there will be a 

brief safety presentation (no more than five minutes) 

between the mini and the main.  Also, the demo will 

be tied to a challenge, with a one month, as opposed 

to a three month turnaround on the challenges.  We 

also hope to promote some collaborative challenges.  

These challenges will be so designed that they can be 

done on either a mini or a full sized lathe, so no one 

is left out.  Also, the month after SKEW, we will 

hold our first Anything Goes! challenge.   
  The business portion of the meeting concluded at 
10:00 a.m. 

                        Dennis Wall 

                         Secretary        

http://www.jimmyclewes.com/
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If you have any questions, comments, turning tips, 

articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the Newsletter 

please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

Wanted to Borrow 
 

For the Jimmy Clewes program in May, 

The Bayou Woodturners will need two 

additional projection screens.  Our prefe-

rence is for 5ô X 5ô Daylite screens simi-

lar to the ones we use for meetings.  If 

you, or your firm, can loan us this 

equipment for the weekend program 

please see Joel or Eddie.  We will need to 

purchase or rent these if they do not come 

available. 
                      Eddie Castelin 

 
NEW TURNERS-                                                 
Important announcement!!! 
  

We have had many requests from 

newer turners to hold a class just for 

you .  Good news we are planning 

for a Saturday 4-6 hour class held in 

March. We are planning for a ses-

sion on March 21, the weekend after 

our next meeting.  We will cover 

some of the basics including grind-

ing, turning a bowl, sanding and fi-

nishing.  Let me know if you are in-

terested by emailing me.  This will 

be geared for the newest members 

of the club that need help getting 

started.  The sessions will be at my 

shop in Bush. The map to my shop 

is on my website 

www.turnedwood.net. Email me 

any additional questions you may 

have on these sessions. 
                                  

               Joel Blazek 
 

Pen turners are often   an 

overlooked artist group of 

woodturners.  Even though 

some turners, Like Ron Le-

Maire and I, can turn 6 pens 

in an hour; there are turners 

like Richard Corley who will 

take 6 hours, or more, to prep 

a blank for turning.  

Attention Pen Turners !! 

Pen turning takes on a whole new meaning 

to that group. 

Pen turning provides an outlet for a turner 

on budgeted time and expenses.  It provides 

an outlet for that particular artistôs talents.  

Itôs also a fantastic skill-builder for begin-

ning turners.  A minimum of investment in 

tools and materials provides for big rewards 

in talent and some instant gratification.  

In order to recognize the efforts and talents 

of pen turners, The Bayou Woodturners will 

provide space for a completely separate Pen 

Turning gallery at each meeting.  Pen Turn-

ers are invited to bring their wares, including 

displays and accessories, for 

display and discussion.   

Now, get out those mandrels 

and get to spinning some 

pens.  Itôs Gallery Time.                  
 

 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
http://www.turnedwood.net/
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March 14th Meeting 

 

Chasing Threads with 

Eddie Castelin 

        Support Public Television 
Public Television brings a lot to our lives.  Public programming highlights music, arts, 

films and the finer things in life.  This programming relies on support from the viewers in 

the form of auctions and promotions. 

 

WYES TV12 has supported the New Orleans community for over 50 years.  You can sup-

port Channel 12 with your woodturning art.  The WYES Art Collection Twelve is sche-

duled for two weekends in June 2009.  June 13 & 14
th
 and June 20 & 21

st
 are the big 

weekends. 

 

The Bayou Woodturners have supported this auction for over the past 6 years.  I have per-

sonally donated over 12 pieces each year, which I create especially for this purpose.  The 

art I contributed raised over $3000 in 2008. 

The Bayou Woodturners can also support Channel 12 by donating woodturning art to the 

program.  The deadline is April 9
th
  2009 for being in the catalog.  But, entries are accepted 

up to the auction dates.  BWT will go for a board this year if we can get donations from 

four or more turners.  Contact me for more details and donor forms.  All it takes in one 

piece to make a difference in your community. 

                                 

                                             -Capt. Eddie Castelin 

                                                                                                                                     

2009 will be a very busy 

year ï photographically 

speaking - Eight (8) 

Presidentôs Challenges, 

three (3) Calendar Con-

test Photo shoots, the 

monthly Memberôs Gal-
lery, the new Pen Turnerôs 

Gallery, the Blockbuster 

Challenges, and Mini and 

Main Demonstrations pic-

tures. 

If you are interested in 

helping out with occasio-

nally taking some of the photos at the monthly 

meetings ï Gallery or Demonstrations please 

let me know ï all that is required is a little of 

your time and a digital camera.  

You can contact me by email at: jerrymar-

ko@yahoo.com or see me at the next meeting.  

 

              Jerry Markowitz  
            Newsletter Editor/Photographer 
 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
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As part of the Bayou Woodturners 10th year anniversary ï each 

month a photo from the Clubôs first year will be featured in this 

space. 

10 Years Ago:  
 

September 1999 ï The Bayou Woodturners at the N.O. 

Woodworking Show  

We had our first drawing for 
blockbuster.  We gave out 5 
pieces of maple to: Richard 
Corley, Ron LeMaire, Archie 
England, John Barrios and 
Johnny Green.  We look forward 
to seeing what these turners 
create in the next 60 days. Don't 
forget the blockbuster pieces 
are due at our April meeting. 

Membersô Rewards Program Update 
It is now timely to remind the membership of The Bayou Woodturnersô Membersô Rewards Program. 

This is the only program of its kind in the AAW and is designed to reward the membership for 

participating in club sponsored activities and events. 

The program was introduced in 2006 and has met with rave reviews. The Bayou woodturners have 

returned over $8000 of merchandise to the membership in just 2 auctions. Hereôs how it works: 

Members receive points for participating 

o 5 point for meetings 

o Up to 15 points for gallery 

o Up to 15 points for challenges 

o 25 points for hosting a demo 

o Points for being the Audio/Visual assistant 

o Points for helping the set-up crew. 

o Points for other activities and programs. 

Then, in September of the year, we ask for a shopping list of items the membership would like 

to see in the auction. 

In December of each year, we hold a series of silent auctions at the big meeting with all the 

items being sold on a timed basis. Every 2-3 minutes we sell off an item from one of the tables. 

Keeps everyone on their toes. Members bid with points and can augment that with $$$. Every 

point is worth a $1.00. 

This year there will be a few new twists and turns as the program grows. The bids will go faster, more 

mixing of merchandise and there will be one ñUltimate Turners packageò as the final bid of the day. This 

will include turnings from inside and outside the club, tools, books, DVDs, maybe even _______. Youôll 

have to bid on it to find out because it will be secret to everyone but me, and I wonôt be bidding. 

But you need points, and theyôre free, just participate in club activities. 

                -Capt. Eddie Castelin     -   Program Director 
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Laura Ousset  

Explains the Ins & 

Outs of Making 

Segmented Art.  
 

 

See Lauraôs article on 

Segments Made Simple ï 

How To Get Started on 

the following page. 
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Segments Made Simple 

How to Get Started 
              

                 By Laura Ousset 
 

What is Segmentation? 
A ñConstructionò of multiple pieces to approx-

imate a vessel 

shape.   

It might be a 

stack of rings that 

form a bowl like 

this Red Oak and 

Jatoba piece 

 

Perhaps a barrel-like set of staves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Red oak staves with a cherry rim and foot 

 

Or a combination of solid turning and segmented 

turning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Use Segmentation? 
¶ Itôs Fun! 

¶ Unlimited design possibilities 

¶ Mix and match species and colors 

¶ No End Grain Turning ï turnings have a lu-

minous quality, ñChatoyanceò 

¶ Decide on the size of your vessel without wor-

rying about the size (or weight!) of the log 

General Idea 
¶ First you plan a design. 

¶ Make a series of rings of the correct thickness 

and diameter so that when the rings are assem-

bled into a stack you can turn the shape you 

want from that stack. 

¶ Each ring will be made from a number of pieces 

(segments) glued together. 

¶ The shape of each segment is determined by the 

number of segments, the diameter of the ring 

and amount of ñmeatò necessary for that ring.  

 

Designing a Ring-Style Bowl 
¶ First, draw a pleasing curve for 

your bowl outline on graph paper 

¶ Establish the center line.  You can 

use a mirror to see what the vessel 

looks like. 

¶ The four shapes below are all 

formed from the same curve.  The 

first three are each a different dis-

tance from the center. The fourth 

is still the same curve, but rotated outward. 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw a Full Size Picture 
¶ Draw your curve and add the centerline 

¶ Draw in the layers. 

(They donôt have to all 

be the same height) 

¶ Decide on the color or 

species of each layer 

 

 

Add the inside 

curve of the 

bowl. 
¶ Be realistic é.a ıò wall thickness is a good 

place to start.  

¶ With the technique that we will see here, less 

than 3/16 can lead to structural problems as you 

add layers and your piece becomes larger and 

further away from the headstock. 
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Add ñbricksò to the Cross-section  
They show where the wood has to be to turn the 

vessel you have designed 

 

¶ The bottom should 

be solid. 

¶ Each of the ñbricksò 

extends from inside 

the narrowest part of 

the layer to outside 

the widest part of 

that layer. 

¶ Allow about ıò ex-

tra ñmeatò on either 

side for the glue up (and screw ups). 

¶ If youôre planning a feature ring, it should 
fall in an area thatôs more or less vertical to 

minimize distortion. 
 

Decide on the Number of Segments 
¶ The fewer the number of segments, the more 

you suffer from interior tea rout  

¶ A greater the number of segments, the more 

you increase any angular error 
 

Now We Develop a Cutting Plan 
¶ Decide on the number of segments ï my fa-

vorites are 15 or 16 depending on whether I 

want a design that uses a multiple of 3 or a 

multiple of 4. 

¶ Will we have a feature ring? ï No, but letôs 

add a thin layer of contrasting wood between 

each block and each layer, just to make it in-

teresting. 

¶ Create a list of the measurements for each 

layer.  Make a note of the kind of wood so 

that you donôt lose track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is this thing 
 

 

 

Å  

Å  

Å  

Å  

Å  

Å  

Å  

Å  

Å  

¶ Chart will give you cutting angles for various 

numbers of segments 

¶ Measure between the red lines for 4 segments, 

red-to-blue for 8, red to black for 16 segments. 

¶ Measure between the lines on the OUTSIDE of 

the diameter you want to find the segment 

lengths.  

 

Create the Cutting Plan from your drawing, by 

measuring directly and us-

ing the segment lengths 

measured from the chart. 

Note that you can only 

measure the segment width 

directly from your drawing 

for larger numbers of seg-

ments. (Around 12 and up) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Layer Wood Block Outside Diam Block Length Width Actual Outside Dia

bottom to top (for reference) (from chart) (from drawing) (on top of the layer)

Base Maple 4 NA 3 3/4

1 Mahog 5 1 1 1/4 4 3/4

2 Mahog 6 1 3/16 1 1/4 5 3/4

3 Mahog 6 1/2 1 5/16 1 6 1/4

4 Mahog 7 1 3/8 1 6 1/2

5 Mahog 7 1 3/8 3/4 6 1/2

6 Mahog/Maple 7 1 3/8 1 6

7 Mahog 6 1/2 1 5/16 1 1/2 4 3/4

8 Mahog 5 1/2 1 1/16 1 1/4 3 3/4

9 Maple 4 1/2 7/8 1 1/4 3 1/8
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What Tools Do We Need for Cutting? 
 

¶ Tape measure or micrometer  

¶ Table Saw with 

       a good crosscut blade 

a zero clearance throat plate 

Crosscut sled with an accurate adjustable 

fence (to ½ degree) OR fixed fence for a spe-

cific angle. 

¶ OR a Mitre saw with ½ degree angle stops 

and good hold-downs 

¶ Length Stop 

 

Adjustable Fence Sled and Length Stop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set Up the Cut 
¶ Stock must be DRY, STABLE and SQUARE 

¶ If you have access to a thickness planer or 

sander, use it to machine the stock to a con-

sistent thickness. 

¶ Use a length stop.  Itôs more important that 
all the pieces be the SAME length than be the 

perfect length. 
 

Set the Length of the Segment 
Trim the end of the stock 

to the correct angle, flip it 

over and mark the length 

on the long side. 

 

 

Align the RIGHT 

side of the saw 

blade with the 

mark on the 

wood. (Use the 

tooth that sticks 

out to the right as 

your guide.) 

 

Now set the Guide and Test 
¶ Bring the 

length guide up 

to the end of 

the piece and 

set it. 

¶ Cut a test piece 

and measure it.  

¶ Make adjust-

ments if neces-

sary.  

¶ Itôs more important to be consistent than to be 

perfect. 

 

Cut Your Pieces 
¶ Mark one side of your stock with a soft pencil 

so there is an ñupò and ñdownò side. 

¶ Cut a piece, flip the 

stick, cut the next, flip, 

cut, flip, cuté.. 

¶ Cut an extra piece! 

¶ Donôt worry about tear 

out on the small edge if 

you left enough extra 

 

Tool KitéFor Gluing Up a Ring 
¶ Flat, glue-proof surface 

¶ Glue, e.g. Titebond II 

¶ Band clamps in various sizes 

¶ Mallet or hammer 

¶ Weight for pressure 

¶ Scraper or razor blade and paper towels to 

clean up the mess youôll make 

 

Dry-Fit Youôre Ring 
¶ Assemble the segments into a ring, alternating 

ñupò and ñdownò pieces. This helps to com-


