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April 2009  Vol.  11 / No.4 Newsletter of the Bayou Woodturners 

Next Meeting 
April 11,  2009 

Harahan Senior Center 

Mini Demo @ 9:00AM 

Main Demo @ 10:00 AM 
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 Our March meeting was another hit with 

our turners .We started the meeting with 

a mini on a new coring tool Eddie Cas-

telin is developing from Big Guy Pro-

ductions and a demo on the "Evil Skew" 

with Eddie on the Lathe.  

We had a large pile of wood for the raf-

fle, thanks to everyone who brought 

wood.  

Next was gallery, 

thanks to John Byl 

and Gorst Duplessis 

for handling 

the gallery. Remind-

er to all turners bring 

in your work so you 

can get help on a de-

sign or with problem 

piece, we are inter-

ested in seeing eve-

surprised how many in the club had ex-

perience with chasing a thread. Eddie 

showed us how to set up, work the tools, 

thread right handed and left handed, 

great demo. Thanks Eddie for you de-

mos on Saturday. We look forward to 

seeing some threaded pieces for the 

challenge next month. Thanks 

for those that came early to set 

up and for those who helped us 

break down and clean up.  

 

Next Month we will be turning 

kitchen utensils with Jim 

Shackelford we look forward 

to a stirring demonstration. We 

will have a mini featuring Ed-

die Castelin and Ron 

DôAunoy using shop made tex-

ryoneôs work beginner and expe-

rienced turners alike.  We will have a 

special gallery for the bowls done at 

the 2
nd

 New Turners Workshop. 

Our main demo was preceded by 

Charlie Kragle  on ñthe safety 

minuteò, remember safety glasses are 

essential but safety glasses and face 

shields are the best combination to 

protect your face. Eddie Castelin 

handled the main with a demonstra-

tion on chasing the thread; he was 

turing tools. 

 Don't forget next month our first batch of 

blockbusters are due back, we are looking 

forward to see what Richard Corley, Ron 

LeMaire, Archie England, John Barrios 

and Johnny Green our 5 blockbuster turn-

ers bring to the April meeting. The pres-

sure is on guys; donôt forget to bring your 

piece or pieces in. 

We had our second New Turners workshop 

Headstock continued on page 20 
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TThhee  BBaayyoouu  SSkkeeww  
 

Jed Weldon - Mesquite 
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President 

Joel Blazek 

joelblazek@bellsouth.net 

Vice President 

John Byl 

Captbly53@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Ron DôAunoy 

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net 

 
Directors  

Eddie Castelin -  

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Carl Bordelon-Greeter 

craneman54@yahoo.com 

Richard Corley-Programs 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Ron DôAunoy-Challenges 
rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Archie England-Librarian 

christinmedaily@yahoo.com                       

Brian Harrell-Sales 

bharr151@bellsouth.net 

Charlie Kragle-Membership 

ckragle@earthlink.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order 

R.LeMaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-
Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Jim Shackelford-Projects 

csmp65@hotmail.com 

Sean Sullivan-Projects 

nanook468@aol.com 

Ben Sulzer-Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

 

 

Bayou  

Woodturners  

Officers    

mailto:christinmedaily@yahoo.com
mailto:nanook468@aol.com
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AAW Symposium:  

June 26 - 28  

Albuquerque, NM  

 

2009 Southern 
States Symposium 

IX :  

April 24 - 26  

Gainesville , GA  

 

Turning Southern 

Style XV  Symp o-

sium:  

September 18 - 20  

Helen, GA  

 

Utah Woodturning 

Symposium (30 th  
Anniversary):  

May 14 - 16  

Provo, UT  

 

SWAT Woodtur n-

ing Symposium:  

October 16 - 18  

Wichita Falls, TX  

 

North Carolina 
Woodturning Sy m-

posium:  

Greensboro, NC  

October 23 - 25  
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April Main Demonstration: 
 

 Turning Kitchen Ware with Jim Shackelford 
 

 

News & Notes  
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Our business meeting began at 9:45 a.m., 

and we start by saying thank you to all 

those folks who make this club a going 

concern.  This includes not only the elected 

officers, but all those appointed "directors"  

who labor so hard on behalf of all of us.  

Thanks, guys. 

  World-renowned turner Jimmy Clewes is 

scheduled for the weekend of May 16-17, 

with the hands-on workshops taking place 

on the 18th, 19th, and 20th.  Cost for the 

weekend is $65.00 ; cost of the hands-on is 

$165.00 for one day's instruction.  This in-

cludes lunch. When we work at the lathe, 

or at any other power tool, safety should be 

paramount.  The latest safety information is 

posted on AAW's website, and it's worth 

consulting.   As one prominent turner puts 

it: "Safety is free -- use it abundantly". 

  At the meeting we filled out a survey, and 

Joel has also e-mailed a copy out.  If you 

havenôt done so, please take the time to fill 

the survey out.  Its purpose is to build a da-

ta base for our mentoring program -- to 

give folks, especially new turners an idea 

of who lives in their area, who has what 

equipment and who will be available to an-

swer their questions and even host them in 

their shop.   

  The business portion of the meeting con-

cluded at 10:11 a.m.                  

                                  

          Dennis Wall                               
                     Secretary 
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Worldôs Greatest Free Woodturning Library is Growing  

The Bayou Woodturners enjoy one of the greatest free woodturning 

library in reported history.  We are increasing our collection of DVD 

titles at this time.  If you would like to suggest a title to Archie Eng-

land, drop a note to him at christinmedaily@yahoo.com.  Archie will 

research the best deal and add it to our collection as funds allow. 

Archie also reports that the club library has enacted some rule 

changes.  Members are now limited to one DVD per month (club 

produced videos excluded).  And there will be a strict enforcement of 

the late penalty for not returning rentals on time.  The fees are used 

to grow the library with even more great editions.  If you cannot 

make the meeting and wish to avoid the penalty, you can mail the 

DVD to the club address: 330 Highway Drive, Jefferson, LA 70121.  

If it arrives before the meeting, and is available for loan, you donôt 

pay the late fee. 
 

Members Rewards Update 

 
In the March Skew I reported that the 

2009 Members Rewards Auction 

would include an ñUltimate Turners 

Packageò.  I didnôt say that the pack-

age was valued at more than $500.00 

at that time because I forgot to add 

that note. 

Now I can say that the package is 

worth over $700.00 with the addition 

of two recent tool and equipment do-

nations to the club.  This will be the 

final package of the day and it can be 

bid on by a conglomerate (group) of 

turners acting as one bidder.  This will 

be a great ending of a great year for 

the Members Rewards Program.  As 

of this month, over 10,000 points have 

been awarded in the program.  This is 

going to make for one crazy auction.  

Get your points and get ready.  

                 

                    ï Capt. Eddie 

 

Jimmy Clewes Update  
 

The weekend demonstrations performed by 

Jimmy Clewes is fast approaching. You will 

have all of this month and part of next to sign 

up to attend. The cut off will be Saturday May 

9th. The fee to attend is $65.00 and covers 

lunch, drinks and snacks for both days. This is 

an event you shouldn't miss as Jimmy is a 

great woodturner.  

All 18 slots are filled for the hands on ses-

sions and if you didn't put your name in the 

hat you'll just have to hear about it in the June 

newsletter. I will be getting with those chosen 

to make final arraignments so see you at the 

next meeting. 
 

Regards, 
Richard Corley 
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If you have any questions, comments, turning 

tips, articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the 

Newsletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

Members Reward Sponsor        

Equipment Sales 
(Now, wipe that drool off your chin or the 

wife-person may catch on to what youôre read-

ing.) 

Iôm Capt. Eddie and I manufacturer some spe-

cialty tools and equipment designed for the 

beginning turner.  It all started with a hollow-

ing rig about 6 years ago and has grown over 

the years to several others.  I now manufacture 

only to order and have the following available 

for order: 

8 ounce Mason jars of O.B. Shine Juice ï 

This concoction of BLO, Alcohol and Shellac 

is a great finish.  If you were to blend up a 

batch on your own, itôd cost you about $.50 an 

ounce.  Thatôs what I charge for 8 ounces, plus 

$1.00 to the club.  $5.00 per jar 

Segmented Layout Template ï compare this 

with similar, but not equal, products sold retail 

and this is a deal.  This pattern lays out 10 dif-

ferent segments and will assist you in design-

ing any shape you want.  Cost is $5.00 with 

$1.00 going to the club. 

Longworth Chuck Kit  ï This is a shop made 

Longworth chuck, utilizing MDF sheets and 

all the required hardware for assembly.  Canôt 

afford Cole jaws for that chuck you canôt af-

ford, this is the way to go.  Chuck kit is only 

$20.00 with $2.00 going to the club. 

Blackhawk Sharpening System ï compare to 

several others on the market and this is a great 

system to do all your sharpening.  I only pro-

duce a basic system at this time, which in-

cludes two bases and an Ellsworth/Avisera rig 

and jig for only $75.00 (Jamieson type align-

ment jig Free with every order, A $12.50 val-

ue) $5.00 to the club. 

All are available for purchase.  Some available 

at each meeting, place an order using enve-

lopes on Retail Sales Table. ï Capt. Eddie 

 

Donõt Forget ð Pictures 

for  the Calendar Contest 

will be taken at the May  

meeting.  

 Quips and Quotes 
 

Speaking of scientific laws of motion, 

hereôs one Newton didnôt discover. 

Grumbineôs Law of turning tool mo-

tion states that: "A turning tool 

dropped from the hand will automati-

cally rotate so that the sharpest end is 

pointed towards the floor, especially if 

that floor is concrete." This is very 

much similar to a cat always landing 

on its feet. If you donôt believe it, try 

it (with the tool, not the cat). -Ohio 

Valley Woodturners Guild  
 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
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Main Demo: Chasing Threads 

with Eddie Castelin 

Eddie Castelin demonstrates the Ins & Outs of chasing 

threads by hand.  

 

 Read Eddieôs pointers on tools and tips to learn what is 

needed to make your own threads  

When Eddie asked if anyone had worked with 

threads before ï many hands, each holding a 

single black thread (supplied by a nameless 

woodturner), went up. 
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 Thread chasing is as old as turning and was used to create sealable containers for centuries.  Hand 

chasing tools are available through several resources or created to suit your personal needs. 

 

I will be using thread chasers manufactured by Robert Sorby & Company, purchased through Craft 

Supplies.       
× Craft Supplies 161-0101 10 TPI (threads per inch) chaser 
× Craft Supplies 161-0102 16 TPI (threads per inch) chaser 
× Craft Supplies 161-0103 20 TPI (threads per inch) chaser 
× Craft Supplies 161-0104 Relief Cutting Tool* 
× Craft Supplies 161-0106 Thread sizing gauge* 

*(The relief cutting tool and thread sizing gauge can be replaced with other tools in your tool invento-

ry.  Watch for suggestions on how to replace these tools) 

 

Tools ï Thread Chasers are actually toothed scrapers.  They are sharpened by a light stroking across 

the flat top surface with a diamond card sharpener.  Do not attempt to sharpen the teeth, points or val-

leys on the chasers.  A light brushing with a copper brush will remove caked in wood residue.  Factory 

made tools often have sharp corners on the bottom of the scrapers and this should be softened with a 

sander or diamond card to prevent hang-ups on the tool rest.  

 

Wood - I will be cutting on African Blackwood, Corian (solid surface material) and Cocobolo.  A 

dense, oily wood is best.  Boxwood and lignum vitae are also preferred.  If the wood will not hold a 

very sharp corner or edge by scraping, it will not hold up to threads. 

 

Another note on wood ï it must be dry and stable.  If you are making a box from a block or blank, hol-

lowing and seasoning should be considered prior to threading. 

 

Lathesï your lathe must be capable of turning as slow as 250 RPM to properly cut threads.  I have not 

been able to produce quality threads with speeds over 400 RPM.  A variable mini-Jet is capable of the 

required speeds for this technique.  Your tools rest must be dead flat and smooth as a babyôs butt.  Any 

dings or nicks will cause the tool to hang up and not glide around on the threads.  Power sanding with 

320 grit and a little wax will help create a working platform. 

 

Work holding  ï a chuck or other support is necessary for thread chasing.  The work must be extremely 

stable.  Chatter or vibration will make the threads unusable.    

Finishing ï threads can be coated lightly with several finishes.  I have used CA glue, carnauba wax, 

Renaissance Wax and shoe polish on threads with good results.  I have found that a toothbrush is the 

best applicator of finish.  Buffing threads on a high speed buffer may damage them. 

 

Eliminate the Guesswork ï in sizing internal to external threads, the dimension difference is as fol-

lows: 
Internal are .13 smaller for 10 TPI 
Internal are .079 smaller for 16 TPI 
Internal are .065 smaller for 20 TPI 
After taking the internal thread's smallest dimension, make tendon larger by this measurement increase for ex-
ternal threads.  Start with this measurement and trial fit as you chase. 
 

Cutting Threads (Chasing), by hand, In Wood 
By Capt. Eddie Castelin 

March 2009 
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Richard Corley - Magnolia 

Richard Corley - Pecan 

Richard Corley - Magnolia 

Jed Weldon - Hackberry  

Jed Weldon - Cherry  

Eddie Castelin - Elm 

Ralph Rochon ï Spalted Pecan 

Gallery Photos                                                 

by Sean Sullivan 

Ron LeMaire ï Pecan            

Egg Kaleidoscope 

Ron LeMaire - Maple 

Eddie Castelin ï Maple/Cocobolo 
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Ron LeMaire ï 

Maple/Walnut  John Barrios ï Mahogany/Ebony 

John & Donna Barrios ï Maple with beaded ring 

John Barrios ï Spalted Hackberry 

Rick Meyers ï Spanish Cedar 
Tom Dunne - Pecan 
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Tom Dunne ï Heart Pine 

Bill Toups ï 

Candle Stick 

Archie England ï Walnut tool 

handles 

Archie England ï White Oak  

Elric Miller ï Swamp Poplar 

Jim Shackelford - Oak 
Jim Shackelford ï Ambrosia Maple 

John Byl - Cherry  
John Byl - Cherry  
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Paul Robin - Mesquite 
Jim Shackelford ï Pecan 

ñDocò LeJeune ï Solar Energy Bowl 
 

12ò Water Oak Bowl with Parabolic Shaped Inner Surface. Focal 

Point of Sunôs Reflections is at the Metal Struct. Metallic Glossy 

Finish Improves Reflective Surface 

 

5 ıò Norfolk Pine Bowl with 3 Circular Magnets Links Solar 

Bowl to Base Bowl through Steel Pellet Liner 

 

9 İò Pecan Bowl with #6 Steel Pellet Lining Serves as Support-

ing Base for the Readily Moveable Solar Energy Bowl 
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Henry Alphonso ï Assorted Pens 

Kaan Yayman - Leopardwood 

Kaan Yayman - Bloodwood 

Kaan Yayman - Yellowheart 

Elric Miller - Acrylic  

 

Pen Turners this is your space ï If you have any 

tips/tricks/techniques/favorite finishes/interesting websites, 

etc. anything Pen related please email me and I will put in 

the Newsletter. Remember you can earn Memberôs Re-

ward points for writing a Pen related article for the Skew. 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 
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New Turners Workshop 

Nine turners attended the New Turners Workshop held at Joel Blazekôs Learning Center in Bush, La.  

Joel covered the basics of how to turn safely and Eddie Castelin covered the essential tools and accesso-

ries every woodturner should have in their arsenal. 

This was followed by Eddie demonstrating the various techniques and jigs available for getting the cor-

rect grind on your tools. 

After lunch, the New Turners learned how to turn a bowl. Assistance was provided to each new Turner 

by several more experienced  who volunteered their time to come out to Bush to make sure each new 

Turner was provided with a mentor. Special thanks to those who help make this workshop a success: 

Joel Blazek, Eddie Castelin, David Beehler, Sean Sullivan, John Bly, and Jerry Markowitz. And a 

special welcome to world of woodturning to those New Turners that attended: George Van Wormer, 

Rick Meyers, Randy Bergeron, Dale Giroir, Henry Alphonso, Kaan Yayman, Al Singer, Art Scott, 

and Ron Galbo. 


