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May 2009  Vol.  11 / No.5 Newsletter of the Bayou Woodturners 

Next Meeting 
May 9, 2009 

Harahan Senior Center 

Mini Demo @ 9:00AM 

Main Demo @ 10:00 AM 
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Our April meeting was another well pre-

sented and well attended meeting .We 

started the meeting with a mini with the 

Eddie Castelin and Ron DôAunoy show 

on texturing tools you can make in your 

shop. We will be using these texturing 

tools in our upcoming June meeting on 

turning enhancements. 

Next was gallery, 

thanks to John Byl 

and Gorst Duplessis 

for handling 

the gallery. The 

tables were over-

flowing with art-

work, thanks to eve-

ryone who brought 

work to be seen and 

discussed. Donôt 

forget to bring in 

May meeting, so turn some spoons, 

show them off in the challenge and 

bring them home and use them to cook 

up a great dish. 

We will have a wood raffle this month, 

so look around the shop and bring in 

some wood for the raffle. Keep an eye 

out in the neigh-

borhood for a 

neighbor cutting a 

tree and help him 

drag it out to your 

truck. 

We will also have 

5 new blockbuster 

blocks for those 

of you who want 

a challenge. If 

your name is 

those pieces that fall into the opps!! 

and I didnôt think it would look like 

that category, its helps everyone to 

look at pieces that didnôt quite work 

out. 

 

Jim Shackelford handled the main 

demo. Jim showed us the ins and outs 

of turning kitchen utensils. Thanks 

Jim for your hard work in preparing 

your demo. Donôt forget we will have 

a Kitchen utensil challenge at out 

pulled remember your turned blockbuster 

piece or pieces is due back at the July 

meeting. 

We were able to view a new WYES pro-

duction featuring Eddie Castelin at the 

April meeting.  This piece presently being 

shown on WYES TV features Eddie on the 

lathe discussing turning and artwork pro-

duced in his shop. Eddie donates artwork to 

a number of charitable organizations 

throughout the area including WYES. Ed-

Headstock continued on page 19 
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Dave Beehler ïUnknown Wood 
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President 

Joel Blazek 

joelblazek@bellsouth.net 

Vice President 

John Byl 

Captbly53@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Ron DôAunoy 

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net 

 
Directors  

Eddie Castelin -  

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Carl Bordelon-Greeter 

craneman54@yahoo.com 

Richard Corley-Programs 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Ron DôAunoy-Challenges 
rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Archie England-Librarian 

christinmedaily@yahoo.com                       

Brian Harrell-Sales 

bharr151@bellsouth.net 

Charlie Kragle-Membership 

ckragle@earthlink.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order 

R.LeMaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-
Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Jim Shackelford-Projects 

csmp65@hotmail.com 

Sean Sullivan-Projects 

nanook468@aol.com 

Ben Sulzer-Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

 

 

Bayou  

Woodturners  

Officers    
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Revised rules for 
the 2009 Presi-
ÄÅÎÔȭÓ Challenges 
and special rules 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ 
Kitchen Challenge 
are on pages 14 
and 15. .  

 

 There is a special 
challenge this 
month ɀ design a 
sign holder for the 
Gallery/Sales 
tables. More details 
on page 13 

 

Remember to bring 
your best pieces to 
be photographed 
for the 2010 Bayou 
Woodturners Tur n-
ing Arts Calendar. 
Please fill out the 
entry form found 
on page 21 for 
each of your en-
tries.  

 

 

AAW  

Symposium:  

June 26 - 28  

Albuquerque,  

 New Mexico  
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Main Demonstration: Turning kitchen Utensils 

with Jim Shackelford 

Jim showed the finer points of turning and shaping a 

rectangular piece of Cedar into a Spoon. Jim first  cut out 

the rough spoon shape on a band saw and used the lathe 

to refine the shape further.  Then using a Dremel or 

similar shaping tool the spoon  is ñhollowedò and using a 

sander the final form is achieved. 
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Richard Corley ï Unknown Wood 

Richard Corley ï Oak   

Willie Wax - Pear 

Willie Wax - Walnut 

Richard Corley ï                                          

Cypress/Cedar 

Jed Weldon-Cherry  
Paul Burk ï                         

Japanese Yew 

Bobby McCarley- Maple 

Jim Shackelford ï Box Elder 
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Paul Burk - Redwood 

Paul Burk- Redwood 

Jed Weldon ï Cypress/Cedar 

Paul Burk - Pecan 

Darryl Schilling - Ash 

Keith Welsh - Ash 

Tom Dunne - Peach 

Tom Dunne ï Water Oak Burl  
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Dale Campo ï Walnut/Maple 

Tom Dunne ï Water Oak Burl  

Al  Singer ï Spalted Gum 

Eddie Castelin ï 

Glass/Corian/Black Walnut 

Joel Blazek ï Desert Ironwood 

Jim Shackelford -  

Cherry  

Jim Shackelford -  

Ebony 

Joel Blazek - Pecan 

John Barrios ï Hackberry  
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John Barrios ï Unknown Wood 

John Barrios ï Cherry  

Jim Shackelford - Hackberry  

Paul Robin ï Stika Spruce 

Ron LeMaire - Cedar Ron LeMaire ï Ambrosia Maple 

Ron DôAunoy - 

Mulberry  

Andy Leonard ï Spalted Pecan 
Andy Leonard =Spalted Pecan 
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John Bylï Cherry  
Johnny Green ïBog Oak 

Ralph Rochon ï Oak Acorn Box E J Miller ï Spanish Cedar/                                   

Poplar/Walnut  

George Van Wormer ï Cherry  

Art Scott ï Unknown Wood 

Bowl Turned at Beginners Work-

shop 

George Van Wormer ï 

Water oak 

Andy Leonard ï Walnut / Maple 
John Byl - Cherry  
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making  your own Star Block  
 

 

  

News & Notes  
 
 Our business meeting began at 10:46 a.m.  Our 

latest bulk order is just about ready to go in.  For 

our new members, here's how the bulk order 

works:  We have an arrangement with Craft Sup-

plies.  You select whatever you wish to order 

from their catalog. There's an order form on the 

club's website (bayouwoodturners.com).  You 

submit your order form along with payment (cost 

of the merchandise less our 10% club discount -- 

no shipping charges!) to Ron LeMaire.  He sub-

mits the order to Craft Supplies and you pick up 

your merchandise at the next meeting after the 

order goes in.  You can make arrangements with 

Ron for early delivery.  We ask that you donate 

3% of your order to the  club.  This is strictly vo-

luntary.   

  At this year's members' rewards program, the 

items to be bid on will include an envelope full of 

gift certificates - we're not saying how much or 

how many.  It's sort of like a grab bag. 

  We'll be holding another new turners' workshop 

at Joel Blazekôs place in Bush, La. the first week-

end in June.  This will be a hands-on event, and 

topics will include sanding, the use of the skew, 

and how to turn pens.   

  When you check out items from the library, 

please put the date of checkout on the record.  

Remember, there is a $2.00 late fee per item per 

month on stuff from the library. 

  The Jimmy Clews experience comes to Bayou 

Woodturners next month on the weekend of the 

17th.  Don't miss this one.  We will also have a 

regular meeting that month;  speaking of demon-

strators, if there's one you'd like to see next year, 

please let Joel Blazek know.   

  In addition to the pens we turn for the troops over-

seas, we may soon be turning canes for disabled 

vets.  A demonstration on this will be forthcoming 

soon.   

  Finally, a big thank you to Dave Beehler, soon 

alas to depart for Pennsylvania.  He has kindly do-

nated his Grizzly lathe, which we raffled off at this 

meeting, to the club. 

  The business portion of the meeting concluded at 

11:11 a.m.         

 

                        Dennis Wall                               

                            Secretary        

Is it worth Sealing It?  
 
I get lots of wood dropped off at the shop by well-intended woodturners and friends.  Thatôs, as Martha 

Stewart would say, ñIs a good thingò.  But I only get to use about half of what I get because by the time 

I get home, or to turning it, the wood has developed splits and cracks.  And if I want to make a hat, even 

24 hour later, wet is the only way to go.  The wetter the better. 

 

Itôs not easy to keep wood from doing what it does naturally, move.  When the cellular water leaves 

wood it relaxes the stresses and changes the physical properties of the material.  Drying wood finds the 

natural flaws and defects placed there during the growing period. 

The way to control this movement and drying is to use a sealer on the end grain of the wood and proper-

ly store the material.  The Bayou Woodturners sells a great product for wood sealing, Anchorseal.  

 

What is Anchorseal? 

Anchorseal is essentially non-toxic wax sealer and non-hazardous. Anchorseal wax is not combustible 

until dried and then has a flash point in excess of 400 degrees F.  

 

                                                                                                       Continued on next page  

http://bayouwoodturners.com/
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Time Out for Maintenance 
 

Every once in a while I take a few minutes out from a project to perform some routine maintenance on 

my equipment.  I consider it time well spent in spite of the loss of turning time on the lathe. 

This week I noticed that my all three of my stronghold chucks were a little rough in moving, one was 

even becoming hard to tighten through one range.  It was time to break it down and find out what is 

going on. 

I removed the jaws, pawls (the things the jaws screw to) and the insert.  What I had left was the chuck 

body with the planetary gear in place. Iôve tried to remove the gear, but do not have the right tools to 

do so.  A close inspection showed some finish had crept onto operating surfaces, a little CA glue was 

on the jaws and some wet wood product was lining the chuck body.  It needed soaking.  I put every-

thing in a small tub(I canôt believe itôs butter tub) of mineral spirits to soak. 

Next, I set up a medium soft brass wire brush in my drill press at 500 rpm. (you can also do this in the 

drill chuck of your lathe if needed)  I took the jaws to the brush and cleaned all the surfaces while 

wearing an old pair of leather gloves to protect my fingers. (Iôve been to this rodeo before)  While this 

was set up, I went ahead and did all my other jaw sets at the same time. 

Then I cleaned up the pawls with the same method.  I had to finish these with a hand held wire brush 

because of the curved grooves. 

The chuck body now needed attention.  The method I use is one I have done many times without inci-

dent.  If you are not comfortable, do not use this method. 

I remove the tee handle from the chuck key by removing the burr on one end.  I chuck the handle in 

my drill press (1/2ò capacity) or in a İò variable speed pistol drill.  I leave the chuck body in the min-

eral spirits, insert the key and turn on the drill at a very slow speed.  In a few minutes the mineral spi-

rits will get dark, crud will fall to the bottom and your chuck will be clean.   

I remove the chuck from the tub, allow to drip dry, blow it off with some air and then re-assemble the 

chuck.  Put the tee handle back in place and burr it (marylandize), by a few punch marks in the sides to 

Anchorseal wax and sealer stops most log and timber end checking before it begins. The sooner wax 

end sealer is applied to log and timber, the more effective the sealer will be. Depending on the log or 

timber species, 5 - 20% of your log and timber can be saved by using Anchorseal immediately after 

sawing. 

Anchorseal is known in the forestry industry as the best quality sealer and most stable wax emulsion 

coating for timber and log. For two decades, Anchorseal has been the sealer of choice in the timber 

and log industry. 

Independent studies* have concluded that log timber end coating greatly benefits logs by reducing 

timber degrade. In freshly sawn timber, end checking is reduced. In freshly cut log, end checking and 

blue stain is reduced. 

The Bayou Woodturners sells Anchorseal for only $10.00 each gallon and would appreciate a little 

ñheads-upò when you need some.  Johnny Green brings it in for the meetings and we donôt want to 

miss supplying your needs. 

                                  Capõn Eddie Castelin 

 

Continued on next page 
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  How many Tee Shirts do you 

really have?  

 

I can tell you that Iôm brutal on my 

clothes.  I canôt find a single shirt not 

stained by paint, ink or glue. And find-

ing one without super glue on it is im-

possible.  This is because I get started in 

the shop without putting on my turning 

smock. 

The Bayou Woodturners have made ar-

rangements with the manufacturer who 

provides smocks for the AAW, Arrow-

mont, Anderson Ranch, and many other 

facilities.  We have our smocks custom 

made with the BWT logo, a stretch col-

lar and large breast pocket.  They also 

feature two hip pockets, which come in 

really handy in the shop. 

The smocks are sized to fit over clothes 

and even heavier winter garb.  I tell folks 

to be careful going too big, itôs as bad as 

going too small. 

 

We special order these smocks for 

members.  Order envelopes are available 

at Retail Sales. The smocks sell for 

$35.00 and take between 4-6 weeks after 

we get 4 orders. 

Compare this price to AAW @ $40.00 

member ($50 non-member)  or Craft 

Supplies at $54.99 plus freight. 

 

Act now before we have to increase 

prices to pay the board for their prom-

ised bonuses.   

 
-Capõn Eddie Castelin 

 

swell it up and the shaft will retain it.  

Iôve done this every year for the past 8-10 years with 

great results.  My chucks are important to my turn-

ing, and clean chucks make life just a little easier. 

 

-Capt. Eddie Castelin 
 

Kaan Yayman ï Diamondwood 

Kaan Yayman ï Maple 

Kaan Yayman ï Wenge 
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  A Challenge to all members:                                      
This is a special challenge for those who want to get involved.  The Bayou Woodturners are look-

ing for some sign posts.  We need to identify the different activities and functions at meetings.  A 

signpost for Gallery, Challenges, Library, Sales, etc. will be erected at each meeting.  We need 

posts for this purpose.  We are going to hold a special challenge at the May meeting for the posts.                                        

 Here are the guidelines:    

                                                                                                                                                                 

·                  Must be exactly 16ò tall where the sign attaches. 

·         Must have a base capable of supporting the posts, not allowing it to tip over.  

·         Must be capable of grasping a piece of cardstock which is as thin as a busi-

ness card or as thick as a piece of ıò foam board. 

·         The provided sign will be 5ò high and 12ò long. (no framework please) 

·         The attachment may be mechanical, but must be created by the artist. 

·         Post must be finished to suit the artist.  

Extra credit for posts which can be disassembled, have threaded connections, or 

special mechanical devices. 

The posts will be judged by a panel of three members to be chosen at the meeting. 

  

     Due on May 9, 2009  

 

We need these posts for the Jimmy Clewes  

weekend activities. 
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  Bayou Woodturners 
General Competition Rules 

Revised February 2009 
 
 

1. Periodic club competitions/challenges shall be 

conducted by the Challenge Master and designated 

assistants.  The Challenge Master and assistants 

shall be responsible for recording the registration of 

all participants, distribution of ballots and the tally 

thereof.  The results of each competition shall be 

announced by the Club President or his designate. 

2. Competitor Classification.  Each competitor shall 

be classified as óApprenticeô, óJourneymanô or 

óMasterô to permit each member to compete within 

their particular peer group.  Initially, most club 

members will be assigned to either óapprenticeô or 

ójourneymanô classes until such time as they are ad-

vanced by default or choice. 

a. óApprenticeô or beginner turners are defined as 

any member who has been turning twenty-

four (24) months or less.  Apprentice turners 

will advance to the next level when they have 

placed in three competitions, have been turn-

ing for more than twenty-four (24) months, 

or voluntarily self -advance to the next level. 

b. óJourneymanô or intermediate turners are any 

member who has been turning at least twen-

ty-four (24) months; exhibit a good grasp of 

basic turning and finishing skills as well as 

some advanced techniques.  Members of this 

class may voluntarily self-advance to the next 

level.  Once a journeyman has placed first in 

three competitions, they will advance to 

óMasterô level. 

c. óMasterô or advanced turners include any mem-

ber who self-classifies, works as a profession-

al wood artist or craftsman, or who regularly 

exhibits in ójuriedô competitions held by pro-

fessional associations of artists. We expect 

the clubôs ómasterô turners to self identify 

and compete as such.  Master turners consis-

tently exhibit advanced skills in design, fi-

nishing, embellishment, and other turning 

techniques. 

1. Registration of Entries.  Each competitor is re-

sponsible for registering their entries with the 

Challenge Master for assignment of en-

try/position numbers at the beginning of the 

meeting.  Competitors should refrain from sign-

ing their entered work prior to the challenge.  

Any signature or initials will be covered by 

masking tape. 

2. Limitation of Entries.  Each competitor shall be 

limited to three (3) items per competition, except 

the óBlock Busterô competition.  

3. Eligible entries shall be limited to items turned 

within 12 months of the competition date, and may 

not have been entered in any prior club competition, 

including the calendar competition. Every item 

must have wood incorporated into it.  

4. Recognition Awards ï Winners in each class 

shall be determined by vote of the membership 

present.  The entry receiving the most votes rece-

ives first place, the next highest vote count second 

place and so on.  Each class competition shall have 

a first place (blue ribbon), second place (red rib-

bon), third place (white ribbon).  Special categories, 

if any, shall be awarded first, second and third 

place ribbons only.  In addition, Best of Show (pur-

ple ribbon) shall be determined by separate vote, all 

items entered shall be eligible for this award, re-

gardless of its placement in another category. 

5. Special competition rules may be issued with re-

spect to some competitions.  These special rules 

may impose size restrictions, shape definitions, re-

quire the incorporation or use of other materials 

for an object to qualify, and limit the number of 

competitors. 

                   Ron DõAunoy 
                Challenge Master 
 
 

See next Page for Challenge Rules 

specific to the Kitchen Utensils 

Challenge 
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  Calendar Contest Photos 

will be taken at the              

May Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There have been some great  

pieces on display at  the recent 

Memberôs Gallery. 

Consider entering some of your 

work for a chance to be in the 

Bayou Woodturners                

Turning Arts Calendar for 2010 

 

Bayou Woodturners: 

 Jim Shackelford did a good job with his kitchen 

utensil demonstration.  I failed to tell everyone 

about the special rules applicable to next monthôs 

Kitchen Utensil Competition.  I did not want to 

wait until the newsletter was published to promul-

gate these rules.  So, here they are:  

¶         All general competition rules  will apply. 

¶         We will have óapprenticeô, ójourneymanô and 

ómasterô groups only if there are three or more 

entries from three or more different members 

submitting for that group.  

¶         Items submitted for competition shall be li-

mited to ókitchen utensilsô, items used in cooking 

or preparing food.  This is includes spatulas, 

spoons, spurtles (spirtles), ladles, tongs, basting 

brushes, cooking paddles, forks, salt & pepper 

shakers, etc. 

¶          Specifically excluded from the competition 

are: salt, pepper, spice or coffee mills or grinders 

of any kind; as well as, bowls and pots. 

¶         Turners of all skill levels are encouraged to 

compete. 

¶         Multi -media, decorated or embellished items 

are encouraged. 

¶         Multiple items that make a ósetò may be sub-

mitted as one item. 

¶         If you have a question or need clarification of 

this rules please let me know.  

I hope everyone competes and in the process 

makes a nice gift, has fun and polishes their skills. 

 Ron DõAunoy, Challenge Master 

rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

 

http://us.mc389.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rdaunoy@cox-internet.com
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If you have any questions, comments, turning 

tips, articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the New-

sletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

In this column we will provide an index to the latest ar-

ticles and tips found in the various wood working maga-

zines that relate to turning.  

 

This column provides a look into what other clubs around the 

country are doing; how they are organized, what their de-

monstrators are showing, and how they are promoting wood-

turning among their members and the public 

 

 

WWJ: Woodworkers Journal   WD:    Woodturning Design 

WT: Woodturning                    AW: American Woodworker 

MW: More Woodturning         W: Wood  

WC: Woodcraft                        AWT: American Woodturner 

 

Woodturners of North Texas 

Recent programs included: 
"Making an M&M Dispenser" presented by Johnny Tolly 
"Building a Vacuum Chuck System"  
presented by John Solberg & Pete Tkacs   
 

Western Mountain Woodturners Association 
At last month's meeting members were  challenged to 

make tops for the children at the Barbara Bush Child-

renôs Hospital in Portland. Members were asked to 

turn tops of all sizes and shapes for the children at 

Barbara Bush. Members were told to please keep in 

mind to make the tops larger than 1 1/2" in diameter to 

avoid a choking hazard. The representative from the 

hospital would like most of the tops to be uncolored so 

that the children can decorate the tops themselves. 

 

Southern piedmont woodturners  
Binh Pho will be a guest demonstrator 

Future Demonstrations include: 

Bruce Lacey - Boxes 

Joe Ruminski - Globe Ornaments 

Frank Penta - Multi -axis Platters 

Bill Wallace - Turning Driftwood 

Robert Lyon  - Sculptural Forms 

 

South Texas Woodturners 
The next  meeting demo is scheduled to be carving a 

turned piece  

 

Turning Manzanita Root by Sam Angel: WTD, Fall 

08, Issue19, pp 36-40   

Concerning the Efficacious Design of a Wooden 

Vessel by Robert Heltman: WTD, Fall 08, Issue19, 

pp 80   
A Home Made Eccentric Chuck: MWT, Jan 08, Vol 

13 Issue1, pp18 

Making a Cremation Urn: MWT, Jan 08, Vol 13 

Issue1, pp24 
Video Review: Bowl Coring with the McNaughton: 

MWT, Feb 08, Vol 13 Issue2, pp14 

An Exercise in Coring a Bowl: MWT, Mar/Apr 08, Vol 

13 Issue3, pp4   

Elbo Hollowing Tool-A Review: MWT, Mar/Apr 08, Vol 

13 Issue3, pp8 

Woodturning:  What do you need for spindle turn-

ing? Betty Scarpino tells you the tools: WWJ, 2008, 

Vol32 Issue3    

Putting an Edge on Bowls: Betty Scarpino teaches a 

variety of methods for creating attractive edges on 

turned bowls in her regular Woodworker's Journal 

column: WWJ, 2008, Vol32 Issue4 

Light up : Turn a lamp stand  and wire it up with Bill 

Care, WT, Mar08, Issue 185, pp 55-58. 

Segmented vase: Vic Cracknell shows how to make 

a segmented work without going to pieces, WT, 

Mar08, Issue 185, pp 63-66 

Getting in a spin: Reg Sherwin revisits his youth 

and makes a spinning top, WT, Mar08, Issue 185, pp 

72-75 
Timbers for Turners:  Dr. Sally Francis looks at the prop-

erties and uses of willow and poplar, WT, Jan08, Issue 

183, pp 94-95 

Object of art:  George Young turns a rectangle bowl, WT, 

Feb08, Issue 184, pp 29-32 

 

 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com

