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 Hi Woodturners, 

Our July meeting was another busy 

meeting with many activities. John Byl 

started us up with a review on holding 

flat work to the lathe.  John demonstrat-

ed holding platters to a lathe using screw 

chucks, glue blocks and Cole jaws, etc.  

We then moved to our gallery featuring 

many works from 

our members includ-

ing two challenges; 

one on use of en-

hancements and the 

other one the block-

buster.  Thanks to 

everyone who 

brought work and 

everyone who parti-

cipated in the chal-

lenges.  Gorst Dup-

lessis and John Bly 

the piece and sand a finished platter. 

Thanks to Sean and John for their dem-

onstration on platters. 

For August we will have a challenge on 

platters and saucers (both the serving 

kind as well as the flying kind) so get 

creative and bring in a piece 

for the challenge. I would 

encourage all our newer 

turners to bring in your 

work and get pointers on 

your work if you are having 

any problems. Everyone in 

the club was a new turner at 

some time and we all got 

pointers from an expe-

rienced turner when we 

brought in our work.  

We also have a new Block-

made their way through gallery dis-

cussing numerous pieces of artwork 

giving their suggestions and acco-

lades. We had a great wood raffle and 

a special thanks to David Beehler 

who donated half of the raffle wood. 

Even though David is in Pennsylvania 

he arranged for delivery of wood. 

Sean Sullivan handled the main 

demo on turning a platter. Sean 

showed us how to mount, turn, flip 

buster challenge and what we got were 

blocks - a chance for some spindle work, we 

look forward to seeing what our turners 

bring in September. 

Speaking of September we have two func-

tions that month.  Our regular meeting will 

be S.K.E.W (Skill, Knowledge, Education 

Workshop). This meeting will be September 

12 on the North shore at my studio. We will 

Headstock continued on page 15 
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Jan Adams ï Stone Inlay 
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President 

Joel Blazek 

joelblazek@bellsouth.net 

Vice President 

John Byl 

Captbly53@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Ron DôAunoy 

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net 

 
Directors  

Eddie Castelin -  

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Carl Bordelon-Greeter 

craneman54@yahoo.com 

Richard Corley-Programs 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Ron DôAunoy-Challenges 
rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Archie England-Librarian 

christinmedaily@yahoo.com                       

Brian Harrell-Sales 

bharr151@bellsouth.net 

Charlie Kragle-Membership 

ckragle@earthlink.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order 

R.LeMaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-
Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Jim Shackelford-Projects 

csmp65@hotmail.com 

Sean Sullivan-Projects 

nanook468@aol.com 

Ben Sulzer-Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

 

 

Bayou  

Woodturners  

Officers    

mailto:christinmedaily@yahoo.com
mailto:nanook468@aol.com
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August  Pres i-
dentôs Chal-

lenge:  Platters  

 

 

 

Turning Sout h-
ern Style XV  

Sym posium:  

September 18 -

20  

Helen, GA  

 

 

 

SWAT Woo d-

turning Sy m-

posium:  

October 16 - 18  

Wichita Falls, 
TX  

 

 

North Carolina 

Woodturning 
Symposium:  

Greensboro, 

NC 

 

       Bayou Woodturners 

Annual Couchon du Lait 

September 26, 2009 
 

The Bayou Woodtuners annual pig roast hosted by 

Dick and Julia Gahn will be held at their home at 

21098 Shady Lane, Covington, on Saturday, Septem-

ber 26, 2009.  

This is a family affair. Everybody ï husbands, wives, 

girlfriends, boyfriends, kids, grandkids ï are invited. 

Plan to come and pass a good time 

The meat, rice dressing, and bread will be provided 

by the Club and cooked by Chef Dick and his assis-

tants. Each person or couple is asked to bring a salad, 

veggies, or dessert. 

Everyone should also bring their own beverages and 

chairs. 

 

No ï we wonôt be having sack races ï 

but we will be holding the 

10
th

 Annual Bayou 500 Belt Sander races. 
 

So Bring Your Sanders and Join in the Fun  

 

More Details in Next Monthõs Newsletter 
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  Main Demonstration:                

Sean Sullivan Turns a Platter 

John Byl ï discusses holding techniques ï 

glue blocks, Cole jaws, etc to an overflowing 

crowd of woodturners during his mini demo. 
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Photos for the 2010 Bayou Woodturn-

ers Turning Arts Calendar will be tak-

en for the final time at the August 

meeting 

For those of you that do not know what 

the Calendar Contest is ï it is a contest 

where members bring in some of their 

recent work to have it photographed 

and if selected it will be included in the 

2010 BWT Calendar that will go on 

sale in November. The Contest is open 

to all members in good standing  - be-

ginners and advanced turners alike. The 

Calendar piece that you bring must 

have been made in the past 12 months 

and cannot have been entered in any 

previous Presidentôs Challenge or 

Blockbuster Challenge. The pieces that 

you bring in for the Gallery are photo-

graphed for the Newsletter and are not 

automatically entered into the Calendar 

Contest. You will need to fill out the 

form that will be available at each 
meeting that the Calendar Photographs 

will be taken, or you can fill out the 

form found in the May Bayou Skew. 

The number and quali ty of the Gallery 

items has been outstanding and hope-

fully some of you will consider entering a 

few items from your recent work in the 

Calendar Contest. Letôs make the 2010 

Turning Arts Calendar the best one yet. 

Please carefully read the rules below and 

if you have any questions ï please give 

me a call or send an email.  
 

Contest Rules for 2010 Turn-

ing Arts Calendar 
Each member can have as many as three 

entries (Note: an entry can consist of 

more than one turning and or additional 

props to highlight your work) photo-

graphed at any one session, however, 

there is a maximum of five entries al-

lowed for the entire challenge e.g. if you 

have two pieces photographed in March 

and two in May you will be allowed on-

ly one additional piece in August. All 

Pieces will be entered in one of three 

categories: Beginner, Intermediate, or 

Advanced.  The category is decided by 

the entrant and is based on his or her 

assessment of their skill level - not on 

the complexity of the piece e.g. a sim-

ple bowl entered by an advanced turner 

must be put in the advanced category. If 

you feel that your skill level has increase 
between March and August  you can be 

entered in multiple categories.  

3 ñmonthsò will be allocated to winners 

of the Beginner category, 3 ñmonthsò to 

the winners of the Intermediated catego-

ry , and 3 ñmonthsò to winners of the 

Advanced category with the final 3 

ñmonthsò to be chosen by a random 

drawing of the remaining entries (alloca-

tion of months by category is subject to 

adjustment depending on the number of 

entries in each of the three categories). In 

the event that you have more than one 

piece selected - only one winning entry 

per turner will go into the Calendar with 

the  piece with next highest number of 

votes being selected to be in the Ca-

lendar.  

There is no limit on the size of the en-

tered work, but if you plan on show-

ing a piece greater than 24ò x 24ò 

please let me know so that appropri-

ate photographic arrangements can be 

made. 

 A form will be available at each pho-

to shoot and must be filled out for 

each entry (Name, Category beginner 

/Intermediate /Advanced, Type of 

Wood(s), Size, and Title (op-

tional)). 

Judging of the Calendar en-

tries photos will be held at 

the October2009 meeting 

with Calendars being availa-

ble for purchase at the No-

vember meeting. Judging of 

the photographs is open to 

all members in good stand-

ing. Each member will cast 

their vote for his/her favorite 

photo in each of the three 

categories ï Beginner, In-

termediate, and Advanced 

with the top three vote get-

ting photos in category being 

selected for the Calendar. 

The final three ñmonthsô 

will be decided by a ran-

dom selection of the re-

maining photos of all the 

entries from the turners 

that did not get a piece se-

lected.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judging of the Cale ndar 

entr y photos will be 

held at the October 
2009  meeting with C a-

lendars being available 

for purchase at the N o-

vember meeting.  
 

 

  Last Chance !!!!!  Last Chance !!!!! Last Chance !!!!!                                                                          

2010 Bayou Woodturners Turning Arts Calendar Contest 

Jerry Markowitz 
Ph:  (985) 886-9616 

Email:                              

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

 

Calendar              

Contest Photos 

will be taken 

for the final 

time at                      

August  8th  

Meeting  
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Eddie Castelin ï 1
st
 Master 

John Barrios ï 1
st
 Journeyman 

Joel Blazek ï 2
nd

  Master 

John Barrios ï 2
nd

  Journeyman 

Donna Barrios ï 3rd Journeyman 

Gorst Duplessis ï 3rd  Master 
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Sean Sullivan - Master 

Steve Rome - Journeyman 

Eddie Castelin ï Master 

Eddie Castelin ï Master 

Gorst Duplessis ïMaster 
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Ron LeMaire ï 1
st
 Place 

Eddie Castelin  ï  2
nd

 Place 

John Byl ï 3rd Place 

Joel Blazek 
Jed Weldon 

Jed Weldon 

Jed Weldon 

Jed Weldon 
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Making your own Star Block   
 

  

 

If you have any questions, comments, turning 

tips, articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the New-

sletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

News & Notes  
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

A special welcome to our                              
newest memberôs:                                                               

Tres Lennep  
Rehe Ruesch  

Chris LeBlanc  
John Sabatier  

Jim Reeves  
Walter Martinez  

Margaret Martinez  
 

Our business meeting began at 10:35 a.m., and 

let us extend a warm welcome to all our new 

members, who were numerous this time.   

  The Slidell Picayune was kind enough to pub-

lish an article on woodturning in their June 28th 

issue.  You can view the article online at NO-

LA.com.   

  Our annual pig roast will take place on the 4th 

Saturday of September.  In addition to the belt 

sander races, we may have some sort of fund 

raiser.  Details are sketchy at this time, but we'll 

keep you posted.   

  Our demo. last month at the Jefferson Parish 

Library Children's Wing seems to have gone 

well.  With funding for the arts and crafts being 

cut left and right, there may be other venues 

that would welcome us to do another demo.  

Ask around at your kids' school and other  such 

places and see what they say.   

  We are still working the 5013c non-profit sta-

tus.  To do this we must dissolve the old club 

and form a new one.  This can be done with 

minimal changes to our bi-laws.  The member-

ship must officially vote on this, either by paper 

ballot or online.  We hope to do the vote in a 

couple of months and official notification will 

be sent prior to voting.  As always, we'll keep 

you posted.  There are some upfront costs in-

volved with this change, but they are far out-

weighed by the benefits.  The largest 5013c 

club is the North Carolina Woodturners, and 

they have an endowment of over $100,000.  If 

you have any questions or comments, please e-

mail them to Joel.   

   The business portion of the meeting con-

cluded at 10:51 a.m.  
 

                                  

      Dennis Wall 

                      Secretary      

August 8 th  Meeting  
 

Platter Challenge 

 

Calendar Contest ï Photos will 

be taken for the last time !!! 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
http://nola.com/
http://nola.com/
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I am often in awe of the people I have met in the 

world of wood turning.  Never before in my 60 

years here have I been involved with a company or 

organization that has members that share the know-

ledge gained over years so freely.  Ask a turner 

how to do something and they will not only tell you 

but more than likely will figure a way to show you.   

The American Association of Woodturners is one 

of the places that I turn to for both information as 

well as inspiration.  The AAW has been there from 

the beginning for Bayou Woodturners, through 

AAW our founding members located other local 

turners and formed our club.  AAW has helped us 

grow into the club we have become.  The AAW 

awarded us our first grant to establish our library, 

the money we were given helped pave the way to 

the extensive resource we all share.  The AAWôs 

second grant allowed us to purchase video camera 

equipment that we use at meetings and events to 

zoom in on those cuts and shavings.  

We were dealt a huge blow in 2005 with Katrina. A 

few of us met shortly after Katrina taking toll on 

the effects the storm had on members of Bayou 

Woodturners, we were down but not out.  John Hill 

and Ben Pho and a number of members of AAW 

created an auction with pieces donated from many 

well known turners.  This auction created a fund 

that provided individual grants too many members 

of Bayou Woodturners to be used in any way we 

felt it would help us.  We didnôt apply for, ask for 

or even know the AAW was developing this fund.  

We just got checks in the mail. To me it was not the 

issue of the money, although it came in handy, it 

was the issue of someone out there doing some-

thing for people they didnôt even know.  

I have brought these issues up in the past and will 

in the future primarily to remind everyone in the 

club older members as well as those who have re-

cently joined Bayou Woodturners who AAW are 

and what AAW does for the turning community. 

AAW is an international organization of wood-

turners that focuses on and promotes the art of 

woodturning. The AAW was formed in 1986 by a 

number of forward thinking artists that unders-

tood the possibilities where woodturning could go 

as an art form.  These founding members set the 

stage for what AAW has become. The AAW has 

members from around the world that share their 

talents and their vision.  This organization pub-

lishes the premier magazine totally focused on the 

art and craft of woodturning, American Wood-

turner.  It is through the hard work of AAW that 

we members benefit in events such as the yearly 

symposium attended by thousands of woodturners 

from the US and around the world.  Those who 

have attended an AAW symposium have come 

away enriched from the experience. It is also 

through the guidance of AAW that regional clubs 

like our own receive the tools to grow and im-

prove over the years.  In recent years AAW has 

been working on securing additional opportuni-

ties for its members including health and profes-

sional insurance. I see only great opportunities for 

those of us who are members of AAW in the 

years to come. 

Many new members of Bayou Woodtuners may 

not be aware of what the AAW can do for you so 

I encourage you to visit their website woodturn-

er.org and become a member.  You can join on-

line now and start receiving the benefits of be-

coming a member of an organization dedicated to 

the art and artists of woodturning.  I will also 

have applications at our August meeting and an-

swer any questions you may have about the 

AAW. 

 

  Joel Blazek, 
 
    President,  

      Bayou Woodturners 

American Association of Woodturners 
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Jan Adams ï Stone Inlay 

in Black Walnut  

Jan Adams ï Carved, 

Burned - Maple 

Jim Reeves ï Water Oak 

Burl  

Willie Wax ï Southern 

Red Oak 

Willie Wax ï Pecan 

Ben Sulzer - Cherry  

John Barrios ï Water Oak 

John Barrios ï Water Oak 

Andy Leonard - Maple 

Rick Meyers - Poplar 
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Rehe Ruesch ï Butternut 

/Dogwood/Ebony 

Rehe Ruesch ï Butternut 

/Mahogany/Purpleheart Andy Leonard - Maple 

Andy Leonard - Maple 

Ralph Rochon ï Pizza 

Cutter  

Ralph Rochon - Unk 

Ralph Rochon ï Oak/Spalted Oak 
Jim Shackelford =Pecan 

Jim Shackelford =Pear 

Jim Shackelford =Pecan 

Paul Robin - Cedar 

Paul Robin ï Sticka Spruce Burl Paul Robin ï Sinker Cypress 

Dennis Wall - Oak Wand 


