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April  2010  Vol.  12 / No.4 Newsletter of the Bayou Woodturners 

Next Meeting 
April  10, 2010 

S.K. E.W. VI  

9:00 -4:00 

Joelôs Northshore 

Learning Center 
Directions &                                

Map on Page 18 
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 WOW!! I repeat WOW!! 

March was quite a month for Bayou 

Woodturners, our March meeting had 4 

presenters and we still finished on time.  

I would like to thank Keith Welsh and 

Doc LeJeune for their presentation on 

preserving wood, drying wood and test-

ing wood for moisture. Keith reviewed 

the problems we 

have with the drying 

process and how we 

can control it.  Doc 

demonstrated a jig 

he designed for dry-

ing a piece after it is 

turned and reviewed 

moisture meters.  

Our main demo had 

Brian Harrell  and 

Tres Lennep de-

this demo together. Additionally we are 

doing a longer repeat demonstration with 

some hands on at our April meeting. We 

have placed on the website the notes and 

references from both demonstrations  

Well, 1 week later 27 of us showed up on 

the Northshore to turn 

pens for the Freedom Pen 

Turnathon. 337 pens were 

turned at the event, we 

actually ran out of pens to 

turn.  I really want to 

thank everyone who 

showed up and worked the 

event.  We had tons of 

food, plenty of turning 

and a lot of fun. If you 

missed it I hope you make 

monstrating metal spinning. Brian and 

Tres covered tool making, designing 

forms and finishing techniques. Both 

turners shaped a number of pieces and 

demonstrated techniques to form, 

bend and roll the metal on the forms 

on the lathe. A complete review of 

components, tools, metals and textur-

ing was covered during the demon-

stration. Brian and Tres did an out-

standing demo and I would like to 

thank them for their hard work putting 

the next one we will have in the fall.  This is 

something we can do for our troops that are 

putting their lives on the line around the 

world. To keep us turning pens for the rest 

of the year Ochsner Medical Foundation has 

donated to the club $2,000.00 for the Free-

dom Pen Project. Eddie Castelin and Joe  

Kelly will be looking for volunteers to not 

only turn pens but to glue up blanks and as-

semble pen kits. If you have some spare 

Headstock continued on page 16 
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George Van Wormer          

Silver Poplar 
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 Donna Barrios-Sales 
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Charlie Kragle-Membership 

cakragle@comcast.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order  

r.lemaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-

Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Jim Shackelford-Projects 
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Bayou  

Woodturners  

Officers    

If you have any questions, comments, turning tips, articles, photos, etc. 

you wish to put in the Newsletter please contact 

 

           Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 
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Main Demonstration:  
Spinning Metal with 
Brian Harrell &  Tres 
Lennep  

Turn to page 4 for Brianôs 

and Tresôs Step by Step in-

struction on getting started 

in Metal Spinning. 
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Metal Spinning 

By Brian Harrell & Tres Lennep 
 

Making the Metal Spinning Tool 
 

ü Turn a wooden handle bored for Ĳò tool 

ü Use a Ĳò mild steel rod approximately 18ò long 

ü Chuck steel rod in lathe and set speed of lathe to 

very slow 

ü Use a side grinder to round the end of the rod 

ü Turn lathe off and lock head stock spindle 

ü Use side grinder to taper rounded end of  rod 

ü Unlock head stock spindle and turn lathe on at 

very slow speed 

ü Use side grinder to blend tapered end of rod 

ü Use a random orbit sander to smooth all 

working surfaces of rod 

ü Start with 60 grit and work through 220 grit 

ü Sand off all scratches, gouges, and facets 

ü Polish working surface of tool   

ü If any noted, return to sanding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Wooden tool 
 

ü Use an old broomstick or hardwood dowel 

ü Cut one end to a narrow tip 

ü Cut the other end to a wide tip 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Tool Rest 
 

ü Steel needed: Ĳò bar stock, 5/16ò rod, correct 
diameter rod for your lathe banjo, 1/8ò X Ĳò 

roll pin 

ü Drill a 5/16ò hole in the end of tool rest post 
rod 

ü Insert 5/16ò rod (3/4ò longer than depth of 
hole) in hole. Drill 1/8ò hole through post 

and insert 1/8ò roll pin 

ü Drill a series of evenly space 5/16ò hole in 
the Ĳò bar stock. Center hole is drill 

completely through bar stock. Remaining 

holes are not drilled completely through bar 

stock. 

ü Drill and pin tool rest post to bar stock 

ü Cut two 5/16ò rod 2ò-3ò for pivot points 
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Making the Wooden Form 
 

ü Turn the form with a tenon 

ü Form needs to angle outward, no inward returns 

ü Turn a jamb center to fit onto the Oneway live 

center 

ü Jam center needs to be approximately 1/8ò 
smaller than the foot of the form 

 

Spinning the metal 
 

ü Lightly hand center the metal disc, move jam 

chuck up to just hold disc but not to indent it 

ü Turn on lathe 

§ With broomstick narrow tip (hold in left 

hand and along bottom of arm), center 

disc 

§ Lock tailstock tight 

§ Check tool rest and tailstock for tightness 

ü Lube disc 

§ Spread lube with tool 

ü Seat disc to foot of form 

§ Work tool up & down all the way to edge 

of disc    

 Use side pressure in form area 

  Use light pressure when off of form 

ü Once an area has seated to the form, do not return 

to that point 

ü Leave a small lip 

ü True edge of disc with gouge 

ü Roll the edge 

§ Use narrow angle of broomstick on left 

and metal tool on right as backup for disc 

§ Start to roll edge to right 

§ Use fat angle of broomstick below to 

continue rolling edge 

         Present fat angle below the disc 
Notch the edge of broomstick 

Catch notch on disc 

Roll notch by pulling tail of stick to 

left and down 

§ Reposition pin and continue to roll edge 

§ Use pin on right and continue to roll edge 

§ When you canôt roll anymore, push bend 
in with stick 

 

  

RR ee ss oo uu rr cc ee ss   
 

Deburring wheel, fine:                                                      

item # 330439  @ Rio Grande                                  

7500 Bluewater Rd. N.W.                   

Albuquerque, NM  87121       

                                                     

Aluminum, copper & Brass  

 Retco Alloy Company  

 880 Estes Ave    

 Elk Grove Village, IL 60007  

 800-722-3307 

For Pewter    

 Lehigh Metal Corp                   

 Lehigh St    

 Providence, RI  02905  

 401-941-7361 or 800-769-1995

 40lb. Minimum order               

Master Metals Industries Inc  

 RFD #3 ï 9 Harback Rd  

 Sutton MA 01590   

 508-865-2887       

     

 Oster Pewter    

 351 Harris Ave.   

 Providence, RI 02909   

 401-383-3490    

 www.osterpewter.com  

     

 Pewter Solder    

 800-922-1006 

 

 

Tres Lennep 

Brian Harrell 

http://www.osterpewter.com/
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Editorôs Note:  Please fill out a card for each piece that you place on the Gallery table and be sure 

to leave the card on the table when you pick up you work to take it home ï the card is the only way  

the photo of your work can be identified for publishing in the Newsletter.  

John Byl ï Spalted Maple 

John Byl ï Spalted Oak / Bloodwood 

John Byl ï Blackwood 

Jed Weldon ï Mimosa 

Jed Weldon ï Cherry  

John Barrios - Cherry  

Andy Leonard ï Walnut 

Flower Arranger  

Bill Toups - Unknown 

Bill Toups - Walnut  

Paul Burk - Hackberry  

Donna Barrios ïCherry ï First Bowl!  John Barrios - Cherry  
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Paul Burk - Unknown 

Johnny Green - Cherry  

Johnny Green - Cherry  

Johnny Green - Cherry  

Al Singer ï Sweet Gum 

Paul Robin ï Mesquite 

/Black Walnut 

Ron LeMaire ï Pecan 

(Hurricane Rita wood) 

Ron LeMaire ï Pecan 

(Hurricane Ri ta wood) 

Ron LeMaire ï Magnolia 
Keith Welsh = Box Elder Gorst Duplessis - Cocobolo 



 

  April 2010 

- 8 - 

  

Ralph Rochon ï Walnut 

/Cherry/Maple  

Ralph Rochon - Cherry  

Bobby McCarley  

Bobby McCarley  

Bobby McCarley  

George Van Wormer - Cherry  

George Van Wormer ï Water Oak  

Tom Dunne ï Crepe Myrtle  

Gorst Duplessis  
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Tom Dunne ï Crepe Myrtle  

Tres Lennep ï Pear ï In last monthôs Newsletter 

Tres showed his in progress piece ï above is the 

completed work.  

Tres Lennep ï 

Lighthouse in 

progress  

Gorst Duplessis  - Rose 

Engine /Eccentric Chuck 

Turning  

Tres Lennep ï Wood & Metal 

(metal base below)  

Andy Leonard ï This turning is made of Cy-

press from the original Cabildo. It was re-

moved from the roof timbers after the Cabildo 

fire of 1998. When it was removed it had been 

in the building for 200 years. When the wood 

was originally put into the building (1795-

1799)  it was probably over 1000 years old. 

This historic artifact is made from one of only 

a few examples of the wood available any-

where in the world. 
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aking your own Star Block   
 

  
News & Notes  

 

S.K.E.W. is here. This takes the place of the April 10th meeting. We 
will have 4 stations set up for both morning and afternoon d e-
mos. We will have some great demos set up for you. We will 
have metal spinning, open segmented, boxes, square bowl turning, 
hollow form, spindle work, how to turn an egg, mallet and gavel 
and how to make a kaleidoscope. It will once again be at Joel's shop 
located in Bush, LA.  Attendance this year will be the same as last 
year. Donations will be accepted at the door. Lunch will be provided 
as well as drinks and snacks. We had a good turnout for the pen 
turnathon and I hope we can do the same for S.K.E.W.  

 

Sincerely, 
Richard Corley 

 

Learn the techniques of  

Metal Spinning 

Making an Open 

Segmented Piece 

How to make a Box And Much, Much Moreé. 
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Cindy Drozda Update                    

from  Richard Corley: 

 
Cindy Drozda will be coming to the Bayou Woodturn-

ers on October 23rd through the 27th. She will be 

doing a two day weekend demonstration followed by 

three one day hands on workshops with 7 people each 

day. The weekend fee will be $60.00 and cover both 

days. I will be handing out a flyer at the April meeting 

asking for your input as to what we would like to have 

her demonstrate for us. She is a world renowned turner 

and artist and produces some fantastic pieces. We will 

try to fit in as many as we can for her to do as time al-

lows. We have a couple of her DVDs in our library 

and you can check out her web site at www.cindy 

drozda.com as well. The hands on workshop will be 

priced at $150.00 per turner per day. If we have more 

turners sign up then we have spots we will go to a lot-

tery the same as we have done in the past. She is open 

to staying an additional day as well so that might be an 

option. Visit her web site and make your calendars. 

This is one not to miss. 

  

 

For those of you unfamiliar with Binhôs 

work you can check out his website at 

www.wondersofwood.net .  

The BWT library also has several of his 

DVDs 

Binh Pho will coming to the Azalea 

Woodturners in April  2010. 
 

World renowned turner Binh Pho will be in Mo-

bile, Alabama on Saturday , April 24 & Sunday, 

April  25 for a Weekend Demonstration.  See John 

Byl for purchase of tickets 

 

http://www.cindy/
http://drozda.com/
http://www.wondersofwood.net/
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What kind of Tree is that? 
Youñre tooling around in your pick-up and spy a fresh cut tree lying by the 
side of the road.  Itñs practically holding up a sign that reads, îTake Me!ï  
But what kind of tree is it?  
 
When you donñt know you go to the experts. In this case, the LSU AG Center, 
in Baton Rouge, or as close as your computer.  LSU AG Center publishes sev-
eral publications on trees, landscaping, etc.  And, get this, theyñre free to 
Louisiana residents. 
 
To get a tree guide of your very own, go to www.lsuagcenter.com and 
search for pub2926. It is here that you can order a copy, or print your very 
own from a PDF provided by LSU AG Center. 
 
There were other publications available to the Master Gardeners of LSU, 
but some are out of circulation at this time.  If I find them, I will copy and 
distribute.  
 

Woodturner And Master Gardener                                                                                                                 
Capõn Eddie 

 Wanted:  News Contacts 
 

The Bayou Woodturners want to spread the word about 

the good we do in our community.  From Outreach to 

students to the Freedom Pen project.  We need to con-

tact the media in your home town. 

Please send Eddie Castelin the contact information on 

your local newspaper.  Weôll follow up with meeting no-

tices, photos and maybe something about you. 

                           Thanks, 
           Capõn Eddie 

 
Metal Spinning?  

 

If you tried to spin metal just like Brian and Tres showed us 
in March, then you probably need supplies.  The best way is 
to buy in bulk.  If you are interested, please see Brian, Tres 
or Eddie about joining in on a bulk order.  

Metõl spinnõr 
                    Capõn Eddie 
 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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2010 

2000 

pens 

1500 

pens 

1000 

pens 

500 

pens 

250 

pens 

100 

pens 

1 558 Pens to date 

The Challenge has been Issued ì                   
Turn 2010 Freedom Pens by July 4, 2010. 

The Bayou Woodturners came out in 

force on March 20
th
 at Joelôs Learning 

Center to make nearly 340 pens in sup-

port of our troops 
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John Barrios ï 1
st
 Place 

Masters 

Tres Lennep 

Tres Lennep ï 2
nd

  Place 

Masters 

Bobby McCarley ï 3 rd Place 

Masters 

Craig Linton ï 1
st
 Place 

Apprentice  

Joel Blazek 

Presidentñs Challenge - Goblets 
 

Ralph Rochon Dennis Wall 

Paul Burk 
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  Presidentñs Challenge - Kaleidoscopes 
 

Presidentõs                 

Challenge ð              

May  
 

Birdhouses 

Joel Blazek ï 1
st
 Place  

Rick Myers ï 2
nd

 Place  
Ron DôAunoy 3rd Place  

Rick Myers  
Ron DôAunoy  
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R.J. Marchand 

Contractors Specialties Inc. 

3515 Division Street 

Metairie, La 

(504) 888-2922 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Riverside Lumber Co. 

5451 Morrison Rd. 

New Orleans, LA.  70126                    

(504) 242-6624 

Craft Supplies USA 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

1 Industrial 

Parkway 

Ponchatoula,  

La 

(985) 386-6079 

time let these guys put you to work. Year to date Bayou 

Woodturners have turned 1558 pens for Freedom Pen 

Project. Thanks to everyone who has supported this project. 

Our April meeting will be SKEW (Skill, Knowledge, Education 

Workshop) it will be on Sat. April 10
th
 at my shop on the 

Northshore. Richard Corley has put this event together featur-

ing 8 of our members turning on 4 lathes in the morning and 4 

in the afternoon. 

Open segmented turning, boxes, metal spinning, kaleidoscopes, 

square bowls, spindle work, eggs, gavels, mallets and hollow 

form will all be demonstrated during the day. Richard has 

geared many of the demonstrations to be done on minis, just to 

further demonstrate what can be done on a mini. 

SKEW will start at 9:00 and finish around 4:00, we will start 

setup at 7:30 for those who can help set up equipment and eat 

donuts. Lunch, drinks and snacks will be provided, donations 

will be accepted.  

We will also have our annual garage sale at SKEW.  Those of 

you who have tools you no longer use or want bring them in 

and do some horse trading with other members, this is the 

event.  If you want to donate tools to the club to sell we wel-

come your donations. I will be donating a 12ò floor model Del-

ta lathe that will be one of the items to be sold or auctioned at 

SKEW. 

For those of you who are interested in seeing thin wall, air 

brushed and pierced work Binh Pho will be in Mobile (Daphne, 

Al) on April 24 & 25. Ben is one of the best at what he does 

and this will be a great event. Those who are interested let John 

Byl know. Tickets for the weekend event are $60.00. 

Bayou Woodturners will be hosting Cindy Drozda here on Oct 

23 & 24 for a weekend session at the Harahan Senior Center.  

We will also have a 3 day hands on Oct 25, 26 and 27
th
 space is 

limited to 18 turners, we have 16 spots open at this time.  Ri-

chard will be selling tickets to the weekend event starting in 

May and will be taking deposits for those interested in the 

hands on in June. 

Speaking of money, this is a reminder, if your dues are due 

please pay up, it keeps us going; otherwise we are going to send 

out our collection guy, trust me you donôt want a visit from our 

collection guy. 

I would like to thank everyone who helps with our club, we can 

only do the things we do with participation from you our mem-

bers. We have a couple of areas we could use some help with 

including doing a demonstration.  If you are interested in help-

ing out let me, John Byl or Eddie know.  

We will not have a wood raffle or a gallery at the SKEW 

meeting in April .  

Hope to see everyone at SKEW on April 10
th
. 

            

            Keep Turning 

              Joel Blazek,   President, Bayou Woodturners 
 

 

Headstock continued from page 1 
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MOISTURE  CONTENT  OF  WOOD  
THAT  IS  USED  IN  BOWL  TURNING 

    By òDocó LeJeune    
 
  Ideal;  Properly seasoned, gradually dried wood 
over a one to two year period of time.  A moisture 
content of between 33% and 36% is gradually re-
duced down to the local average content, approx-
imately 10-12% 
  More  commonly, a freshly downed tree in the 
neighborhood,  suddenly becomes available. It 
could be any one of our locals, ..cedar, maple, 
magnolia, pecan, hackberry,  live oak , water oaks, 
 oak, and a host of others.  They all will be very 
fresh and very wet. A moisture content of 36%  
would be possible. 
  Fresh, wet woods are easy to turn, and if you do 
not mind having a little water sprayed on you  they 
are fun to turn. But now comes the problem , our 
completed turning has a very high moisture content 
and will start losing that moisture by evaporation 
from its exposed surface. It is the thin walled vessel 
cells that run longitudinally that are the first to open, 
lose their water, and thus start drying. As more and 
more of these cells open , little microscopic sized 
defects develop that then begin to develop into 
cracks. As surface evaporation continues, the 
cracks begin to extend into the deeper layer of  our 
turned  piece. 
  If this were allowed to continue as it naturally 
would do, more and more of the vessel cells would 
be exposed, losing more water  and the cracks con-
tinue to grow deeper and wider and depending on 
the thickness of the wall of our turning, will eventual-
ly extend to the inner surface and then we have a 
complete split of the wall of our turned piece. 
  What can we do to prevent this natural sequence 
of events? By stopping the evaporation from the ex-
posed outer surface of our hollow turned vessel, 

with an effective sealant, such as molten paraf-
fin, clear lacquer, polyethylene resin, shellac, 
glues, yellow or cyanoacrylate, or clear enamel, 
we will greatly retard the drying of the outer sur-
face. 
   Now, taking a tip from nature, the downed tree on 
the floor of the forest will split in one or two years if it 
was an intact trunk. If it was a hollow trunk when it 
fell, it will lose its moisture from its hollow inside sur-
face and its outer shell ,or skin , will remain intact. 
So,  if we can remove the moisture from the inside 

surface of our hollow turning, maybe we will pre-

serve the outer shell or skin, of it intact.  One way 
of drying our bowl from the inside would be to di-
rect a stream of warm dry air into it that would 
evaporate water from the exposed inner surface. 
By positioning the bowl upside down, gravity 
gives us a slight boost by allowing any surface 
water to drip right out of the mouth of our bowl. 
   A relatively safe and inexpensive source of 
warm air flow can be obtained from the simple 
hair drying  tool sold to many of our ladies for 
their daily hair care.  A simple rig can be assem-
bled from PVC pipe, obtainable at most hardware 
stores using short lengths and joints and reducing 
connectors. 
With the warm air blower set on the low heat and 
speed flow, the inverted wooden vessel  is posi-
tioned on the vertical support. Its moisture con-
tent can be read by placing the Moisture  Meter 
on the bottom of the vessel.  The initial reading 
would likely be somewhere in the range of 30%. 
    Now, in a matter of hours, or minutes , not 
weeks or months, drying of our turning will take 
place. At short time intervals , the moisture meter 
can be reapplied to monitor the progress of the 
dryer.  When we have reached our goal, 5, 4, or 
3% we can stop.  The finish of the outer surface 
can now be completed , and , if desired the inner 
surface can be completed as well 
   Our  Bayou Bowl  is now ready to travel to the 
very dry Bad Lands of our nation.  Good  Luck   !    
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Directions to Joel Blazekôs Place 

111 Affirmed Ct, Bush, LA 70431 

The directions are pretty straightforward from 

New Orleans, Slidell and Hammond they all 

bring you to the intersection of I-12 and N Cau-

seway.  N Causeway turns into US 190 W headed 

to Covington.  As you pass Wendyôs on your 

right you veer to the right to US 190 Business W 

(you do not go over the bridge) you will go about 

3 blocks stay in right lane (you pass Walgreens, 

Rouses, and McDonalds) at the light you veer to 

the right to LA-21 towards Bogalusa, but donôt 

take a right to Abita Springs.  You stay on LA21 

for about 9.8 miles.  You will see on your left the 

entrance to my subdivision - Grande Hills Es-

tates. Take Grande Hill Blvd (0.3 miles), turn 

right at Churchill Downs Dr (0.8 miles) to a slight 

left at Santa Anita (0.4 miles), turn left at Pimlico 

Dr  (0.2 miles) , turn left at Affirmed Ct. The 

house is at the end of Affirmed, a blue Arcadian 

on the right with a lake in the back of the house. 

We will meet in the barn to the right of the house. 

If anyone gets lost they can call us at 985-871-

9088 and we will send the search parties.  

 


