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Next Meeting 
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Harahan Senior Center 

 

Directions &                                

Map on Page 15 

 

Main Demo @ 9:00 AM  
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 Hi Woodturners, 

 

Summer is here and it is hot in most 

of our shops, but it is a good time to 

step back and see where we are and 

where we are headed.  It is also a 

good time to clean out those shops, 

check out our 

tools, our lathes, 

band saws, table 

saws and all those 

other toys we use 

during the year. 

Make sure the belts 

are tight, every-

thing is oiled and 

all of the attach-

ments are in work-

we have a good ventilation system to 

change out the air when we are using 

solvents, paints and glues?  Are we in 

good working order?  Do we have a 

comfortable, safe environment?  Are 

we treating our bodies right, standing 

correctly, have good 

eye, ear and lung pro-

tection?  

If you are not taking 

care of all of your shop 

tools, your shop envi-

ronment and yourself 

you will want to make 

sure you are at our July 

meeting.  We are taking 

a short break from turn-

ing order. When things cool off we 

will be ready to turn, build and 

paint. Another part of getting 

ready is making sure our shops are 

safe.  Do we have a good fire ex-

tinguisher and do we know where 

it is and is it handy?  Are all of the 

electrical cords and connections up 

to code?  Do we have a good dust 

control system and is it clean and 

in good working condition?  Do 

ing and focusing our attention to shop 

safety and safe body mechanics. We will 

have a special guest speaker Dr. Kaye, 

with Ochsner Foundation.  Dr Kaye is an 

orthopedic specialist who has years of 

experience working with patients in both 

the treatment and prevention of ortho-

pedic injuries.  Dr Kaye will start his 

presentation at 9:00 AM.   

Headstock continued on page 15 
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Bill Toups: Spanish Cedar 

(Painted/Carved) 
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Bayou  

Woodturners  

Officers     

President 

Joel Blazek 

joelblazek@bellsouth.net 

Vice President 

John Byl 

captbly53@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Ron DôAunoy 

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net  
 

 

Directors  

Keith Welsh 

keithwelsh@mms.gov 

Richard Corley 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Jerry Markowitz                                        

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 
 

 

Managers  

Eddie Castelin ïFreedom Pens  

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Joe Kelly ï Freedom Pens 

jhdk@cox.net 

Richard Corley-Programs 

richcrly@bellsouth.net 

Ron DôAunoy-Challenges 

rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Keith Welsh-Librarian                   

keithwelsh@mms.gov 

Donna Barrios-Sales 

isleepe2@bellsouth.net 

Charlie Kragle-Membership 

cakragle@comcast.net 

Ron LeMaire-Bulk Order  

r.lemaire@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-

Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Sean Sullivan-Projects 

nanook468@aol.com 

Ben Sulzer-Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

 

 

 

Gorst Duplessis ï Ornamental Tunings. See more Turned Art 

in the Memberôs Gallery starting on page 10. 
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  Main Demonstration:  
Turning Yo -Yoõs                              

with Eddie  Castelin  

Not only did Eddie demon-

strate the finer points of turn-

ing Yo-Yoôs but he also gave 

an in depth history of the toy 

from Duncan to the present.  

Get ready to show off your Yo-

Yo:  the August Presidentôs 

Challenge ï Turn a Yo-Yo. 
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Making A Designer Yo-Yo 
 

by Capõn Eddie 
 
Did you know? 

First, what is Yo-Yo? The yo-yo is a toy consisting of two equally sized and weighted disks of plastic, 

wood, or metal, connected with an axle, with a string tied around it. First becoming popular in the 

1920s, ñyo-yoingò is still enjoyed by children and adults alike. 

But in the Philippines it wasnôt used as a toy at all. Around 1500 the Yo-Yo was a weapon. It consisted 

of a four pound stone attached to a rope about 20 feet long. Tribesmen used it in two ways. When hunt-

ing, they stood off to one side, held one end of the rope and threw the rock towards the legs of an ani-

mal. The rope became tangled around the animals legs, and with a tug, the hunter brought the animal 

down. Against enemies, the stones would be dropped on their heads. The tribesmen would quickly re-

cover the stones, ready for a second blow if necessary 

Since 1929, the name "Duncan" has been synonymous with "yo-yo" across the United States. Started in 

1929 when entrepreneur Donald F. Duncan Sr. purchased the Flores Yo-Yo Company from Filipino 

immigrant Pedro Flores, Duncan Yo-Yos are an indelible part of American history. Promoted across the 

entire United States continuously from the late '20s to the mid '60s, owning a Duncan yo-yo and seeing 

the official Duncan Yo-Yo Man perform was an inimitable part of childhood. A legal battle over the 

rights to the name Yo-Yo between Duncan and Royal Top company bankrupted both companies.  

Flambeau Plastics emerged the winner by buying the Duncan name. 

 

The most common designs are: 

 

 

Narrow String Gap, best 

looper design. 

AKA ñwingò large 

string gap for tricks. Combination of both 

styles and great rim 

weight for ñsleepingò 

Yo-Yo Axle Types: 
Fixed: No moving parts traditionally in classic and made of wood. 

Transaxle:  Outer sleeve with inner axle.  A great trick yo-yo. 

Bearing: Transaxle with a ball bearing over a fixed axle. 

Clutch: Transaxle with a clutch which allows a long sleep with a guaranteed return. 
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Materials:  

Originally from Vermont Maple, then Wi s-

consin hard Maple and now of plastics, re-

sins and other polymers. 

Materials must be stable enough to be ba-

lanced. 

 

How Big is A Yo-Yo?                                                   

Duncan Standard or Butterfly -                                                        

Weight :   1.6 ounces                                               

Diameter:  2.25 inches                                       

Thickness: 1.25 inches                                               

String Length:  42 inches  

 

Kit Blank Preparation  

Å Using a kit from Craft Suppli es # 

050-7070 

Å Cut blank to 2.5ò or larger in diame-

ter. 

Å Drill a 5/8ò forstner hole 5/16ò deep 

in center 

Å One drop of CA and tap hardware 

squarely into place.  (must be flush 

with surface) 

Å Use a mandrel provided by Craft 

Supplies.  

Drill centered 5/8ò hole 

 

 

 

With Insert installed 

First Chance to Finish interior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Kit Mandrel  

 

Shop Made Mandrel 

el-Cheapo Blank Preparation 

Å Using a faceplate and shop made mandrel 

Å Cut blank to 2.5ò or larger in diameter. 

Å Drill a 1/4ò forstner hole 5/16ò deep in 

center 

Å Use shop made mandrel like this: 

 
 

 

Blank Preparation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Axle 
Å Shop made axle of ıò oak dowel, lightly 

waxed prior to assembly. 

Å One drop of CA and Spacer card for 

string. 

Å Spacer is twice the thickness of Formica. 

Å Kit Axle simply screws in and provides a 

gap for the string. 

Å Strings are available in bulk from C/S.  
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Balance 
Å Both sides must be balanced to spin prop-

erly. 

Å Using like materials will help, same board 

is great. 

Å Using a cutting template will help 

Å Light sanding is a must. 

Å Pre-finishing the inside makes the process 

easier. 

Å Postal scale or ñteeter totterò helps in 

balance.  

Surface Enhancements 
Å Chatter work with side grain tools 

Å Line or grove burning on face and edges. 

Å Ornamental Lathe work. 

Å Embeds under acrylic and polished. 

Å Pick-Guard insets. 

Å Photos or art under acrylic. 

Å Whatever your heart desires.  

Finishing:  
Å A soft finish will not last 

Å A hard finish will crack or chip  

Å A good finish is hard to define. 

Å I like CA or Wax.  Two opposites in one 

world. 

Å Harry Coover (born Harry Wesley Coov-

er, Jr. on March 6, 1919)
[1]

 invented cya-

noacrylate glue, commonly known as Su-

per Glue or Eastman 910.
[2]

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyanoacrylate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyanoacrylate
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While not as quite as large as the  

Empire State building ï                       

John Bylôs Spalted Maple bowl 

measured 19ò in diameter and 8ò high. 
See more Turned Art in the Memberôs 

Gallery on pages  10 to 12 

Cindy Drozda will coming to the 

Bayou Woodturners in October 

2010. 
 

World renowned turner Cindy Drozda will be 

in town on Saturday, October 23 & Sunday, 

October 24 for a Weekend Demonstration  and 

October 25-27 teaching  hands ï on work-

shops. Plan ahead and leave the dates open. 

More information will be available in the near 

future. 

For those of you unfamiliar with Cindyôs work 

you can check out her website at 

www.cindydrozda.com .  

The BWT library also has some of her DVDs 

"Green -
Conscious"  
 
Masur Birch, Afr i-

can Blackwood, 

Green Chrome Di-

opside 

8.3" diameter x 

12.5" tall  

By Cindy Drozda 

http://www.cindydrozda.com/
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From:  Babendreier Cpl Jesse D (MEF-A 1st Rad Bn Radio Technician) <jesse.babendreier@afg.usmc.mil> 

To:  isleepe@bellsouth.net (John & Donna Barrios) 
Sent:  Fri, April 30, 2010 5:36:25 AM 

Subject:  Freedom Pen 

Good Morning Sir, 
  

My unit has received a package containing a large amount of hand-made pens from the Freedom Pens 
Project. The package has since been passed around the Battalion, and every Marine has been amazed 
both at the level of craftsmanship and thought that went into these pens. Knowing that weõre not 
forgotten is possibly the greatest morale boost anyone out here can get. 
  
I was fortunate enough to receive a pen made by you. It is made of multicolored wood with gold de-
tails. I appreciate the support and prayers that came with this pen, and the pen itself is a work of art 
that Iõll be happy to use out here on Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan. 
  
Thank you again and Semper Fidelis, 
  
Cpl Jesse Babendreier 
 

Freedom Pens ï 
A Good Turn for the Right Reason. 

mailto:isleepe@bellsouth.net
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  The Challenge has been Issued ð                   

Turn 2010 Freedom Pens  by July 4, 2010. 

WE MADE OUR GOAL !!!!!  
 
 

As of 6/12/10 The Bayou Woodturners Club 

members have turned in 3,188 Freedom Pens. 
  

That is 50% of all the Freedom Pens turned in 

and counted in 2010. 
  

There will be a Turn-A-Thon at the August club 

meeting in Harahan.  All the kits are ready to 

be turned.  Thanks to Tres Lennep, Richard Cor-

ley, Bobby McCarley and others who have pro-

vided pen blanks, drilled pen blanks and in-

serted the necessary brass and trimmed the 

ends making them ready to turn. 
  

Effective 6/12/10 The Freedom Pens Project has 

received 110,115 completed pens and has 

shipped more that 109,500 of them overseas to 

our men and women service the defense of 

country. 
 

Joe Kelly 225-664-5223 JHDK@cox.net 
 

Capôn Eddie 504-251-6987  eddiecastelin@cox.net  

 
 

 

 

3,188 Pens to date 

Freedom Pens ï 
A Good Turn for the Right Reason. 

mailto:JHDK@cox.net
mailto:eddiecastelin@cox.net
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Editorôs Note:  Please fill out a card for each piece that you place on the Gallery table and be 

sure to leave the card on the table when you pick up you work to take it home ï the card is the on-

ly way  the photo of your work can be identified for publishing in the Newsletter.  

Bill Toups: Spanish Cedar 

John Barrios: Mahogany 
Gorst Duplessis 

John Byl: Anigre Cherry 

24ò high 

Richard Corley: 

Maple/Bloodwood/Cherry 

Craig Linton ï Gecko Pen - oak 

Jed Weldon: Red Gum -

8.5òx4ò 

Richard Corley: Corian Pen 



 

  July 2010 

- 11 - 

  

Richard Corley: Lacewood 

Jed Weldon: Red Gum ï 

14òx8ò 

John Barrios 

Ron DôAunoy: Oak 

Ron DôAunoy: Mulberry 

Ron LeMaire: River Birch ï 13òx 5ò 

Walter Martinez: Spalted Ash ï This is 

Walterôs first turned bowl. Work-in-

Progress: Finish to be applied. 

James LeMaire 

Ron LeMaire: Magnolia ï 

3òx5ò 
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Johnny Green: Spalted Sweet Gum 

Ron LeMaire: River 

Birch ï 4òx 7ò 

Dennis Wall: Spalted Oak ï 

3.5òx2.5ò 

Dennis Wall: Spalted Magnolia 5ò 

James LeMaire: 

Walnut 

Andy Leonard: Walnut 

Paul Burk: Maho-

gany/Ebony 

Paul Burk: 

Pear/Ebony 

Paul Burk: Maple/Walnut/Ebony 
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Our business meeting began at 9:19 a.m.  As of 

this meeting the club has turned over 3,000 pens 

this year for the Freedom Pen Project.  That's 

more than 50% of all pens turned for the project 

this year.   

  We still have seven slots available for the Cin-

dy Drozda hands-on in October.  September 10 

will be the cutoff and remember, Richard Corley 

won't cash your check until the month of the 

event.   

  Mike Mahoney is coming to the Mobile club in 

February of  next year.  In October of next year, 

we will be hosting Binh Pho.  Mark Sillay 

(marksillay.com) will be demonstrating for the 

Alabama club and Al Stirt will be demonstrating 

for the Pensacola club.  You can get the details 

from those two organizations.   

  Ray Hoffman, our treasurer is recovering from 

an illness.  If you can please send him a few 

words of encouragement for a quick and full re-

covery.  He'll certainly appreciate hearing from 

you. 

  The business portion of the meeting concluded 

at 9:38 a. m.                         

                                

           Dennis Wall 
                  Secretary          

 

 

News & Notes  
 

New Librarian !!!  
Keith Welsh has volunteered to handle 

the Clubôs Library.  

A big Thank You to Archie England for 

managing the Library for the past year. 

Tres Lennep: Pyrography 

Since I just started as Librarian, I will be 
reviewing the rules and will have them out 
by the September meeting.   
Also I will not check out books or videos 
until  the September meeting until I have 
re-established the rules.   I will check ma-
terial in. 
This will allow me to get a better handle on 
what is missing.   
  

There will a moratorium on fines if the late 
books and videos are brought to the Au-
gust meeting.  For those who cannot make 
the August meeting and have late or soon 
to be late material, must notify me as to 
their name, address, phone number and 
what material(s) is late (that is Title and au-
thor) by September 1st  to avoid a fine. 
 

My email is keith.welsh@mms.gov                  
or cell phone is 504-606-4314 

 
Keith Welsh 
 

 

http://marksillay.com/
http://us.mc389.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=keith.welsh@mms.gov
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If you have any questions, comments, turning tips, articles, 

photos, etc. you wish to put in the Newsletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

Cindy Drozda 

Update  

 

Things are taking shape nicely 

for the weekend demonstrations 

and the hands on classes are fill-

ing up. The weekend fee will be 

$60.00 and cover both days. 

This will include drinks, snacks 

and lunch. I will post a list of the 

things she will show us in the 

August news letter. The hands 

on workshop will be priced at 

$150.00 per turner per day. So 

far I have 16 people signed up 

for this so get your checks to me 

soon to reserve a spot. If we 

have more turners sign up than 

we have spots we will go to a 

lottery the same as we have 

done in the past.  

 

You can visit her website at 

www.cindydrozda.com and see 

her works. I also have news that 

Mike Mahoney will be in Mo-

bile spring 2011 and we have 

Binh Pho coming to New Or-

leans Oct 2011. Lots of good 

things for us in the future. See 

you at the meeting.    

                                                     

Happy turning everyone. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

               Richard Corley 
 

Keep It Local 

As much as I like catalogs, I prefer to spend my $$$ 

locally.  Just because I need to keep working a few 

more years. (1.327 to be exact)                                                                                            

I spoke of a tap for making specialty adapters for your 

revolving center.  Itôs a Ĳ-10 tapered tap.  I found 

them at MSC direct, but at $27.17 each plus freight.  

Ron D found them at a hardware store in Lafayette for 

about ½ that.  I just found out that the manufacturer, 

Vermont America, sells them through Ace Hardware, 

as part of their regular floor plan for $13.95.                                                     

ACE HARDWARE, near your home for less than ½ 

of what I paid.  Thatôs a deal.  If they donôt have one 

in stock, ask for VA # 20084 and they will have it in a 

week.      

Band Saw blades, cutters, specialty blades, etc.                               

When The Bayou Woodturners were very young, 

(yes, long ago before the earth cooled) we met at 

Southern Saw & Cutter.  In fact, they used to mail out 

our newsletters for us.  They helped us become one of 

the most active woodturning clubs in the world. Jack 

and family have been at it for about 61 years. They 

will make a blade to fit your saw, to suit your needs 

and your use. They can sharpen anything.    They are 

in Elmwood on Plauche Court.  They are only open 

weekdays.  If you have a particular need and want 

something picked up, I may be able to help.  It keeps 

dollars here and the blades are hard to beat.                           

Call them at 504-738-6063.                                          

Eddie Castelin 
 

 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
http://www.cindydrozda.com/
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R.J. Marchand 

Contractors Specialties Inc. 

3515 Division Street 

Metairie, La 

(504) 888-2922 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Riverside Lumber Co. 

5451 Morrison Rd. 

New Orleans, LA.  70126                    

(504) 242-6624 

Craft Supplies USA 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

1 Industrial 

Parkway 

Ponchatoula,  

La 

(985) 386-6079 

We will follow Dr Kayeôs presentation with gallery, 

wood raffle, and club sales. After break we will move 

into a presentation on a number of shop safety topics in-

cluding dust and vapors. We will have a number of 

handouts for members on wood and shop safety.  We 

will also have a special raffle that will include a number 

of safety items and gift certificates. 

Our June meeting featured Eddie Castelin on the lathe.  

Eddie demonstrated turning and assembly of yoyos. Ed-

die walked us through all the steps necessary to turn a 

prize winning yoyo.  August will have a presidentôs 

challenge on yoyos.  Letôs turn some yoyos for our Au-

gust meeting; it is a fun project and a great gift for kids 

in the neighborhood.  But beware you may have to show 

them how to use it; they will be looking for the on/off 

switch.  Thanks Eddie for a great demo. 

Our August meeting will feature minis, minis and more 

minis.  We will have a pen turn a thon for Freedom Pens 

and will have demos going on during the meeting on 

projects you can do on a mini. Donôt miss it will be a 

fun meeting with a lot going on. 

Donôt forget ñTurning with Cindy Drozdaò October will 

be here before you know it.  Richard Corley is selling 

tickets for the weekend event and for those interested in 

the hands on Richard is taking deposits. 

I hope to see everyone at our July meeting it will be 

both an informative as well as fun meeting.  IF YOU 

HAVE A SPECIAL SAFETY JIG YOU USE IN 

YOUR SHOP PLEASE BRING IT IN AND SHARE 

WITH THE CLUB MEMBERS.  We will have a spe-

cial table set up to show and discuss these safety items.  

Your idea may help save a member from being harmed 

in the shop. 

We will be setting up starting at 7:30 and the meeting 

will get started at 9:00.  See you on July10. 

 

 
 

     Joel Blazek 
    President, 
    Bayou Woodturners 

 
 

Headstock continued from page 1 
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100 Elodie St 

Directions to July Meeting 

From New Orleans take I-10 heading 

west to Veterans Blvd. Turn left onto 

Veterans and go to David Drive. If you 

don't see the K-Mart on the corner, you 

turned the wrong way. Turn left on Da-

vid Dr. Go South for about 2 1/4 mile. 

You will cross Airline Hwy and go over a 

bridge where David Drive turns into 

Dickory Ave. Be careful not to speed in 

these areas, police are everywhere! You 

will pass Dock Av. at the light on your 

right. Dickory Ave. is only a mile long 

and at the end, you will first turn right 

on Gardner then left onto Hickory Ave. 

Stay on Hickory for two miles. After you 

cross Jefferson Hwy. at River Road turn 

right and go two blocks. Turn right on to 

Elodie Ave.  You're just about there! As 

you go up Elodie about 100 yards, you 

will see a red brick building. Round the 

curve and turn left into the Parking lot 

marked "Enter."  
 
 




