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August  2010  Vol.  12 / No.8 Newsletter of the Bayou Woodturners 

Next Meeting 
August 14, 2010 

Harahan Senior Center 
Directions &                                

Map on Page 14 

Pen Turning and Demos 

Start at 8:30AM 
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 Who would have guessed it? We had 

5 doctors at our last meeting and no 

one got a bill, must be a record.  I 

want to thank Dr Bill McKinnon for 

arranging for Dr. Jefferson Kaye 

with Ochsner Medical Foundation to 

speak at our July meeting on hand in-

juries and preven-

tion. Dr Kaye kept 

it on point, left out 

the gore and threw 

in a lot of funny 

slides.  Jeff hit a 

number of points 

that we all should 

be concerned with 

while in the shop, 

both preventive 

want to thank everyone who partici-

pated in the discussion and at the 

meeting.  

For those who attending the meeting 

you got a preview of our new library 

setup.  Keith Welsh who took up the 

reins on the library 

welded up a rack to dis-

play all of the books 

and DVD’s in our li-

brary. Keith has also 

added a number of new 

DVD’s to the collection 

that will be available at 

the August meeting. We 

also hope to bar code 

the library in the next 

and after things go wrong. I hope 

everyone picked up some pointers 

and was inspired to change some 

of our sloppy or bad habits. Our 

own Doc LeJeune took up the top-

ic of hearing protection, good, bet-

ter and best methods of protecting 

our hearing. We then moved into a 

general discussion on safety in the 

shop and had some fun using a raf-

fle to keep everyone involved.  I 

month to help keep track of our library 

items.  

We voted on 2 new amendments for the 

club during the July meeting. The first 

measure lowers the dues for youth mem-

bers to $15.00 a year and the second 

measure waives dues for all active mem-

bers of the armed forces.  

For those of you that are members of 

Headstock continued on page 13 
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George Wormer: Gum 
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Main Entry: ac·ci·dent  

Pronunciation: \ˈak-sə-dənt, -ˌdent; ˈaks-dənt\ 

Function: noun  

Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French, from Latin accident-, accidens nonessential quality, 

chance, from present participle of accidere to happen, from ad- + cadere to fall — more at CHANCE 

Date: 14th century                                                                                                                                                             

1 a : an unforeseen and unplanned event or circumstance b : lack of intention or necessity : CHANCE <met 

by accident rather than by design> 

2 a : an unfortunate event resulting especially from carelessness or ignorance b : an unexpected and medi-

cally important bodily event especially when injurious <a cerebrovascular accident> c : an unexpected 

happening causing loss or injury which is not due to any fault or misconduct on the part of the person in-

jured but for which legal relief may be sought d —used euphemistically to refer to an involuntary act or 

instance of urination or defecation 

3 : a nonessential property or quality of an entity or circumstance <the accident of nationality 

 -----------------Merriam-Webster’s dictionary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wood lathe is a powerful woodworking tool, and 
one that requires users to adhere to all safety proce-

dures for injury-free operation. If you're not operating a 

wood lathe safely, it's not a question of if you'll have an 
accident, but when. 

 

The July Meeting emphasized Safety in your workshop and at the lathe in particu-
lar. Follow the guidelines below to a safer and more fun time while in your work-
shop: 

 

What safety procedures should you follow when using a wood turning lathe?  

 Wear safety goggles or face shield to protect yourself from flying chips.  

 Wear hearing protection that is suitable for the level and frequency of the noise you are 

exposed to in the woodworking area.  

 Wear a dusk mask when dust is generated (e.g., during sanding operations).  

 Work in well-lighted area.  

 Before the lathe is turned on, ensure that all clamps and fittings are secure and that the 

work piece is free to turn.  

 Use stock free of defects.  

 Hold tools firmly with both hands and against the tool rest.  

http://mw4.m-w.com/dictionary/chance
http://mw4.m-w.com/dictionary/chance
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 Hold the stock securely on the faceplate or between the centers.  

 Use only furnished or approved tools.  

 Use sharp, well-maintained chisels and gouges.  

 Select a speed that is appropriate for the job. Operate the lathe at a low speed and use a mod-

erate cut depth to prevent splinters from flying out during roughing operations. The actual 

speed of the lathe depends on type of wood, a diameter of stock, nature of work being done 

and type of tool used.  

 Adjust tool rests so that they are parallel and as close as possible to the stock. They should al-

so be set high enough so that tools will cut into the wood slightly above the centre of the work 

being turned.  

 Remove the tool rest when sanding or polishing.  

 Use appropriate tools to hold the sand paper or emery paper whenever possible. Examples in-

clude a 'nut cracker' or the paper fixed to a piece of flat wood. If you must use your hands al-

ways hold the paper in a way that will allow the paper to catch, pull or entangle around the 

stock.  

 To make a faceplate turning, the one hand steadies the tip of the chisel, which holds the edge 

against the tool rest while the other hand guides the tool. Keep the tip of the chisel held higher 
than the handle.  

 
What should you avoid when working with a wood turning lathe?  

 Do not wear gloves, loose clothing, rings or jewelry around the neck that can hang outside 

one's clothing. Clothing should be comfortable but not so loose that it can catch on the ma-

chine or get entangled with any rotating parts or the wood being turned; shirts should be 

tucked in and long hair tied back.  

 Do not leave a running lathe unattended - leave only after the lathe has been turned off and it 

has come to a complete stop.  

 Do not use makeshift tools.  
 Do not use stock containing checks, splits, cracks, or knots.  
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Editor’s Note:  Please fill out a card for each piece that you place on the Gallery table and be 

sure to leave the card on the table when you pick up you work to take it home – the card is the on-

ly way  the photo of your work can be identified for publishing in the Newsletter.  

Paul Burk: Poplar 

/Ebony 

Paul Burk: Spanish 

Cedar /Ebony 

Paul Burk: Spanish 

Cedar /Ebony Paul Burk:           

Mahogany /Ebony 

John Byl: Sweet Gum 7” x 2” 

John Byl: Sweet Gum 8” x 2” 

Andy Leonard: Maple – 

Turned & Carved 
Andy Leonard: Pine – 100 years old 



 

  Aug 2010 

- 6 - 

 

  

Richard Corley: Acrylic Cigar Pen 

Richard Corley: Acrylic Olympian II Pen 

Richard Corley: Acrylic Olympian II Pen 

Ben Sulzer: Cocobolo Bracelet 

Ben Sulzer: Walnut Bracelet 

Craig Linton – Shell Cast Bottle Stopper 

John Barrios: Spanish Cedar 

John Barrios: Spanish Cedar 

John Barrios: Spanish Cedar 
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Ron LeMaire: Box Elder 3”x4” 

Ron LeMaire: River 

Birch 13” x 4” 

Tres Lennep - Pear 

Ralph Rochon: Mulberry 9” x 4” 

Jan Adams: Maple 12” x 12” 

Tres Lennep – Birdhouse Ornament 
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Jan Adams: Walnut Burl 10” x 10” 

Ralph Rochon: 

Mahogany 

Rehe Ruesch: 

Mesquite 

Rehe Ruesch: 

Chestnut 

Rehe Ruesch:      

Cocobolo/Osage 

Orange/Bocote 

Tres Lennep – Birdhouse Ornament 

Gorst Duplessis 
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Making your own Star Block  
 

  

Our business meeting began at 10:56 

a.m.  Next meeting will combine a pen 

turning demo and a pen turn-a-thon for 

the Freedom Pen Project.  Also, we will 

have the yo-yo challenge.  So far this 

year our club has turned a total of 3,136 

pens for the project.  That's 46% of ALL 

pens turned for the project in 2010. 

  In addition to the pens for our troops 

overseas, our club is offering free mem-

bership to interested active duty service 

members and their families.  We are also 

offering student memberships at $15.00 

per year for those 21 and younger.   

  We are trying to get the club library in 

order, so please check around your shop 

and your house and see if you have any 

library items that need to be returned.  Any 

overdue items returned before next meeting 

will not incur any fines.  To improve library 

circulation control we will be looking into a 

bar coding system.  We're also looking into 

providing mailing pouches for the returning 

of library items.  We want to set up dedicated 

funds for the library in order to maintain and 

expand our collection.   

  As of this writing, there are still 4 slots open 

for the Cindy Drozda hands-on in October.  

We will close application for those slots as of 

our September meeting.    

  The business portion of the meeting con-

cluded at 11:23 a. m.           

                                    Dennis Wall 
                                    Secretary          

 

Cindy Drozda Update: 

As promised here is the line up for Cindy's Weekend demos on October 23 & 24th. I have chosen 

the following; I mean your votes have chosen the following items. She will try to fit in as many of 

these as she can in the time allowed but the top 8 items are in order are: finial box, fabulous finials, 

finial star lidded box, banksia pod inspiration, banksia pod space station, triangular box, banksia 

pod mushroom box, and form and finish. You can visit her website at www.cindydrozda.com and 

see her works. This is a fantastic artist and wood turner coming to our house. The weekend fee will 

be $60.00 and cover both days. This will include drinks, snacks and lunch (no I won't be cooking 

for this one). The classes will be on two or three items from this list as well and will be determined 

by the turners attending the classes. So far I have 18 people signed up for the hands on class and 

expect more as we get closer to the event so get your checks to me soon to reserve a spot. The fee is 

$150.00 for the day and includes lunch, snacks and drinks as well. The cutoff time for the class is 

by the business portion of the September meeting. I need time to get things finalized with Cindy by 

the middle of September. Cindy will be providing the wood or pods for the demos and 

classes herself. I will get a list of tools and supplies each turner will need to bring to their class so 

everyone can be prepared.  If we have more turners sign up than we have spots we will go to a lot-

tery the same as we have done in the past. We have two great turners coming in 2011. Mike Maho-

ney will be in Mobile February 2011 and we have Binh Pho coming to New Orleans Oct 2011.  

Now I have to go and get prepared to demonstrate some segmented pen turning for meeting. I will 

show you some different ways to get that wow factor on your pens so hope to see you there. Happy 

turning everyone.  

                                  Sincerely, 
                                     Richard Corley 
 

News & Notes 
 

http://www.cindydrozda.com/
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If you have any questions, comments, turning tips, articles, pho-

tos, etc. you wish to put in the Newsletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

President’s Challenge for 

August: 

Turn A Yo-Yo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yo-Yo Competition Rules 
• Categories: 2 – plain or embel-

lished, provided there are at least 

3 entries, from 3 different mem-

bers of the same skill level. If we 

have insufficient entries for any 

category, then that category will 

not be judged.  

The challenge master reserves 

the right to dispense with catego-

ries and declare the competition 

is an open competition without 

categories. 

 

• Skill Levels: 3 – apprentice, 

journeyman or master – pro-

vided we have at least 3 different 

entries for each skill level. In the 

event a particular skill level does 

not have 3 different entries, then 

that skill level will not be judged. 

The challenge master reserves 

the right to re-assign any entry to 

a skill level other than the en-

trant’s designated level. 

 

• Recognition – There will be 3 

levels of recognition for each cat-

egory/skill level judged: First, 

Second & Third Place.  

 

• Other General Rules – all other 

general competition rules apply. 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
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Library Inventory Time   

We have well over 100 items to track and as we add more material, it will become increasing difficult.  

My goal is to greatly improve our Library and your education.   
We can establish the largest and most diverse resource library only with your help.                                          

To better track our instructional material, we must inventory and collect all items and re-establish proce-

dures.  

To have this straight by the August 14 th. meeting, we will need all materials collected for inventory by 

August 1, 2010.                                                                                                                                                

I will begin to contact members after August 1st. 2010, who last signed out the materials.                               

Keith Welsh - Librarian 

 The following materials are currently checked out according to our records.  
To not but anyone on the spot, I have not applied any member names. If returned by the August 1st., No penal-
ties will be assessed.        Thanks You for your help.                                                                                                                      

Club#        Author               Title   
B14     Hunnux, John    Woodturning, A Source Book      

B24     O'Donnell, Michael      Turning Green Wood      

B27     Raffan, Richard Turning Bowls With Richard Raffan       

B28     Raffan, Richard Turning Wood With Richard A Course      

B29     Rowley, Keith   Woodturning, A Foundation       

DVD 21  Ellsworth, David        Tools for Hollow Turning        

DVD11   Mahoney, Mike   Hollow Forms & Lidded Urns      

DVD12   Klein, Bonnie   Turning Bowls & Other Projects  

DVD14   Pho, Binh       Thin Wall Turning       

DVD16   Ruminski, Joe   Beginning Spindles to Bowls     

DVD17   Clews, Jimmy    Turn it On - 3 disk set 

DVD19   Drozda, Cindy   Fabulos Finial Box      

DVD20   Davidson, Ed    Yo Yo Turning   

DVD22   Ellsworth, David        Signature Gouge 

DVD23   Ellsworth, David        Tips #3 for Hollow Turning      

DVD25   Castelin, Eddie Custom Glued Up Blocks  

DVD28A  Castelin, Eddie Star Glue Block 

DVD31A  Rex & Kip       Woodturning Projects    

DVD32.2 Bosch, Trent    Vessels of Illusion     

DVD34B  Castelin, Eddie Glue Block Magic        

DVD35A  Castelin, Eddie Ornamental & Decorative Pins    

DVD36A  Castelin, Eddie Making Fine Finials     

DVD37A  Castelin, Eddie Sharpening the Fingernail Detail Gouge  

DVD37B  Castelin, Eddie Sharpening the Fingernail Detail Gouge  

DVD37C  Castelin, Eddie Sharpening the Fingernail Detail Gouge  

DVD39B  Castelin, Eddie Make Your Own Thin Parting Tool 

DVD4    Ellsworth, David        Interview With The Artist       

DVD41C  Castelin, Eddie 12 Cent Pen Kit 

DVD46B  Castelin, Eddie Aluminum Tool Handle     

DVD48           Tree Safari A Sculptural Journey        

DVD6    Ellsworth, David        Hollow Turning  

DVD7    O'Donnell, Michael      Turning Green Wood & Sharpening 
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R.J. Marchand 

Contractors Specialties Inc. 

3515 Division Street 

Metairie, La 

(504) 888-2922 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Riverside Lumber Co. 

5451 Morrison Rd. 

New Orleans, LA.  70126                    

(504) 242-6624 

Craft Supplies USA 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

1 Industrial 

Parkway 

Ponchatoula,  

La 

(985) 386-6079 

AAW you may have been flooded with emails 

from members of AAW about the departure of 

Mary Lacer as executive director of AAW. I 

would ask that you take the time to review all the 

issues revolving around the replacement of Mary 

and if you agree with the Board’s decision vote to 

support the board. The link to vote in favor of the 

proxy vote is on the main page of the AAW web-

site under “Support the AAW”.  Under that page 

are links to information about the dismissal, a link 

to vote and letters from members of AAW. In or-

der to vote you will need your AAW membership 

number. 

Our next meeting will have lathes all over the 

place turning pens, pens and more pens for the 

troops. We will have turners both turning and 

teaching pen turning and other projects on mini 

lathes. Captain Eddie Castelin and the Sarge 

Joe Kelly are heading up this meeting.  If you are 

able to bring your mini let Eddie or Joe know.  

We have lots of pen blanks ready to turn thanks to 

a number of our members and pen assemblies 

thanks to a donation by Ochsner Medical Founda-

tion. All we need are turners and folks to assem-

ble the finished pens. We will start at 8:30 AM 

and turn till. 

We will have our regular meeting events, gallery, 

wood raffle, library, club sales and Yo-Yo judg-

ing. So if you have them bring them. We may 

even have a yoyo contest (outside of course) so 

bring your helmets and face shields and your 

excuses!!! 

 

I hope to see everyone on the 14
th

 turning pens for 

the troops. 
 
 

     Joel Blazek 
    President, 
    Bayou Woodturners 
 

 

Headstock continued from page 1 
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100 Elodie St 

Directions to Meeting 

From New Orleans take I-10 heading 

west to Veterans Blvd. Turn left onto 

Veterans and go to David Drive. If you 

don't see the K-Mart on the corner, you 

turned the wrong way. Turn left on Da-

vid Dr. Go South for about 2 1/4 mile. 

You will cross Airline Hwy and go over a 

bridge where David Drive turns into 

Dickory Ave. Be careful not to speed in 

these areas, police are everywhere! You 

will pass Dock Av. at the light on your 

right. Dickory Ave. is only a mile long 

and at the end, you will first turn right 

on Gardner then left onto Hickory Ave. 

Stay on Hickory for two miles. After you 

cross Jefferson Hwy. at River Road turn 

right and go two blocks. Turn right on to 

Elodie Ave.  You're just about there! As 

you go up Elodie about 100 yards, you 

will see a red brick building. Round the 

curve and turn left into the Parking lot 

marked "Enter." 
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NNeewwsslleetttteerr 

 

August Meeting: 

 

Pens, Pens, and More Pens 

 

Freedom Pen Turn-A-Thon                                   

and Pen Turning demonstrations 


