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February  2011  Vol.  13 / No.2 Newsletter of the Bayou Woodturners 

Next Meeting 
February 12, 2011 
Harahan Senior Center 

 

Ralph Rochon:  

Turning Pepper Mills  
 

Main Demo @ 10:00 AM  
Directions &                                

Map on Page 17 
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 What an interesting time we had at 

PMC Wood in January.  I managed 

to blow one easy demo in about one 

second.  I promise to rework the ño-

ringò jar at one of the meetings.  Now 

on to more progressive items: 

We found a new Bulk Order Manag-

er in the form of 

Ron DôAunoy, 

heôll be the sole 

source for placing 

and distributing the 

bulk order.  We 

need to keep this 

program going be-

cause it saves all 

library is a very important part of our 

overall educational program and has 

to grow with the club.  If you have 

suggestions, please send them to any 

Board Member. 

The Board had a brief meeting fol-

lowing the meeting. 

(Minutes from that 

meeting are in-

cluded in this edi-

tion of the Skew.) 

We started plan-

ning out the year 

and we have one 

regional turner and 

our turners a few dollars. Itôs also 

a good source for books and vid-

eos for our library, which is going 

to be handled in the future by a 

team of turners which includes 

Lucien Jarreau and Sean Sulli-

van.  We hope to be tracking by 

bar codes in the very near future.  

Weôre also asking for input for se-

lections to add to the library.  I 

remember when we had the most 

complete library in the AAW.  The 

one national turner already planned and 

are working on more at this time.  We 

have a few more slots available and 

would like your input on demonstra-

tions.   

The club still needs a Special Events 

Coordinator for 2011. This is one of the 

last positions to fill and would appre-

ciate a volunteer to step up and take 

charge of the situation.  Our new Mem-

bership Director, Lori White , takes over 

Headstock continued on page 16 
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   Jim Reeves ï Cedar   14òx 3ò 
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Bayou  

Woodturners  

Officers     

President 

Eddie Castelin 

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Vice President 

Paul Burk 

paultburk@yahoo.com  

Treasurer 

Ron DôAunoy 

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Secretary 

Dennis Wall 

dwal116@cox.net  
 

 

Directors  

Tres Lennep 

lennep@cableone.net 

Jerry Markowitz                                        

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 
Rick Myers 

news4rick@bellsouth.net 

 

Managers  

Eddie Castelin ïFreedom Pens  

eddiecastelin@cox.net 

Joe Kelly ï Freedom Pens 

jhdk@cox.net 

Ron DôAunoy - Challenges 

rdaunoy@cox-internet.com 

Lucien Jarreau - Library 

lucienj@rtconline.com 

Sean Sullivan - Library 

Nanook468@aol.com 

Donna Barrios - Sales 

isleepe2@bellsouth.net 

Lori White - Membership 

Lawhite88@cox.net 

Ron DôAunoy  Bulk Order  

rdaunoy@cox.net 

Jerry Markowitz-

Editor/Photographer 

jerrymarko@yahoo.com 

Ben Sulzer - Glue Sales 

bens3817@cox.net 

Andy LeonardïParliamentarian 

andyjudy@bellsouth.net 
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The Bayou Woodturners                 
turn 12 and                                     

Charlieõs Cooking 

 
Thatõs right Charlie Kragle will be cook-
ing up another one of his seafood spe-
cialties ð so come hungry -to learn from  
Ralph Rochon who will be demonstrating 
everything you need to know about turn-
ing Pepper Mills and then have a great 
lunch provide by Charlie Kragle 
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Editorôs Note:  Please fill out a card for each piece that you place on the Gallery table and be 

sure to leave the card on the table when you pick up you work to take it home ï the card is the on-

ly way  the photo of your work can be identified for publishing in the Newsletter.  

John Byl ï Ambrosia Maple 

John Byl ï Box Elder 

John Byl ï Jatoba Tool Handle 

Ryan  Byl ï Zebrawood 
Ryan  Byl ï Deer Antler 

Ralph Rochon ï Walnut Crotch  

Johnny Green  

100 Year Old Oak 

Bill Toups ï Curly Maple  
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Johnny Green - 

Magnolia 

Tres Lennep ï Cats Claw 

Tres Lennep ï Mesquite 

Ron LeMaire - Camphor 

Bill Toups ï Acrylic  

Bill Toups ï Curly Maple  

Ron DôAunoy ï Osage Orange  

Ron LeMaire - Walnut  

Sean Sullivan ï Ambrosia 

Maple  

Ron LeMaire ï Spalted 

Hackberry  
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Andy Leonard ï Chinese Tallow  

Andy Leonard ï Cocobo-

lo/Ebonized Maple 

Andy Leonard ï Chinese Tallow  

Larry Pickering - Maple  

Jan Adams ï Goblet with 11 Captive Rings  

Jan Adams ï Red Mallee Burl  

Lucien Jarreau ï Colorwood Segmented 

Pen  
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John Barrios - Maple 

The cover of the Nov/Dec Louisiana State Medical Society 

Journal features the woodturning art of one of our 

members - Dr Andy Leonard 
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Main Demonstration:  
Eddie Castelin turns A 
òBobbin Boxó 
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 ñBobbin Boxò 
A lidded box with a snug fitting lid  
      By Eddie Castelin 
Simple Steps 

Å Eight side the stock 

Å Round the stock 

Å Apply glue block 

Å True glue block 

Å Apply second and true. 

Å Layout lid. 

Å Remove lid 

Å Turn lid and create groove 

Å Finish the interior of the lid. 

Å Mount the bottom 

Å Hollow, create the tenon. (tendon) 

Å Finish the interior 

Å Allow to cure 

Å Fit the lid, using wax. 

Å Bring up the soft touch* 

Å Shape the lid and box 

Å Sand to finish. 

Å Remove from glue block 

Å Create jamb chuck 

Å Detail the bottom of box. 
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Making your own Star Block   
 

  

   

General & Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Since we had on this occasion both a business 

meeting and a board meeting, I'm going to combine 

the information for the two.  The business meeting 

began at 10:01 a.m. ; the board meeting began at 

1:20 p.m.  Present at the board meeting were the 

following individuals: Tres Lennep, Jerry Marko-

witz, Paul Burke, Rick Meyers, Ron D'Anouy, 

Ralph Rochon, Andy Leonard, and myself, Dennis 

Wall.   

  Dues are as of our January meeting now officially 

due; please get them in to Lori White if you haven't 

already done so. 

  We had the official drawing for the educational 

grants ï see page 13 for the results. 

  The first event at the board meeting was voting 

for a vice president; Paul Burk was the winner.  

The second matter at the board meeting was lining 

up events for the coming year.  Here's what we 

have so far:  Ralph Rochon will do peppermills in 

February, both for the mini and main demos.  Tres 

Lennep will do a mini demo on sharpening and 

Paul Burk will do the main demo on lamp making 

for the March meeting.  Jan Adams will demo his 

carving and inlay techniques (both mini and main) 

in April.  We go to Acadian Hardwoods and Cy-

press in Ponchatoula for our May meeting; demon-

strators to be announced.   Guest turner Fred Mess-

er will show how he makes his tool handles at our 

June meeting.  Paul Burk will demonstrate Christ-

mas ornaments for the mini, and Tres Lennep will 

demonstrate his Christmas birdhouse ornaments for 

the main demonstration in September.  Binh Pho 

comes in October, the weekend of the 8th and 9th, 

with a hands-on workshop on the 10th.  We are 

considering conducting a silent auction for the li-

mited hands-on slots that will be available. More 

details to follow soon. 

  There was much discussion this time about the 

problem of copying and plagiarism.  It has caused 

some friction among some of the members.  There-

fore, we are going to put together a committee to 

come up with some guidelines regarding intellec-

tual property.  Please remember they will be just 

that -- guidelines.  We've also had some friction 

about setting rules in this area.   

 The library, from now there will be no automatic 

renewals of items checked out.  You must either 

bring the item back or mail it back or pay a fine.   

  The business meeting concluded at 10:47 a.m. ; 

the board meeting concluded at 2:08 p. m. 
 

           Dennis Wall 
                  Secretary          

 

News & Notes  
 

 

The Board is 

pleased to announce 

that                     

Paul Burk has been            

selected to serve as 

your Vice President   

for 2011. 
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CA Burns 
When Dr. Harry Coover and Fred Joyner first 

discovered CA (cyanoacrylate) in 1942 they 

were trying to develop gun sights.  It became 

the popular ñSuper Glueò in 1971.  And was 

used as an instant bonder for war wounds in 

Vietnam.  A product this versatile is bound to 

have hazards. 

I was recently transferring a crushed bottle of 

super thin into another bottle.  The crushed 

bottle was leaking a little so I wrapped it in 

some toilet tissue and continued.  It seemed to 

be a pretty good idea at the time.  Save an 

ounce of glue, put it in a new bottle, wrap it 

with something to keep the leaking under con-

trol.  Oh Wait!  Super thin and tissue paper, 

made of cotton residue.  This may not be such 

a great idea.  The contact of Cyanoacrylate ad-

hesives and cotton or wool could result in a 

powerful, rapid exothermic reaction.  In other 

words, it could burn.  (see photo) 

At first the burning felt like I feel when I turn 

pens and use CA for a finish.  Then I realized 

that the tissue was soaked and reacting to 

something on my finger.  Maybe the wax or 

finish I was using earlier, maybe it was just 

moisture.  I dropped the bottle and tried to re-

move the tissue.  It was too late and I knew 

that adding moisture would be the wrong thing.  I 

just cried.  Really, it was like holding my finger on 

a hot iron.  When I finally cut it away with a pair of 

snips, put it in water and got it off, the pain was 

unbelievable. 

I then remembered what I had read about the reac-

tion to cotton and wool, moisture, wax and other 

materials.  I had a lapse of memory which caused 

me third degree burns to my finger. 

Iôve been out of the shop for 5 days and probably 

will be for a few more.  I learned to type with 9 di-

gits and use my Iphone with the ñfriendly fingerò.  

Be aware of the hazards associated with our hobby, 

they could change your life.- Eddie Castelin 

Educational Grant Program 
The first grants in the EGP were announced at the January meeting: 

Gold Level ï Sean Sullivan wins a scholarship to Arrowmont worth $550.00 

Silver Level ï John Byl will attend Arrowmont on a $350.00 scholarship 

Eddie Castelin  and Jed Weldon will each receive a free hands on with our annual guest 

demonstrator. (Binh Pho, October 8-10, 2011) 

Bronze Level 

350 ï Henry Alphonso and Richard Corley will each receive a free hands on with our annual  

guest demonstrator. 

200 ï Ralph Rochon, Donna Barrios and Johnny Green will receive a free weekend pass to our 

annual guest demonstrator. 

125 ï Paul Burk, Ron LeMaire and Darryl Schilling receive a one year renewal of their AAW 

membership. 

 

There are changes in the program proposed to more even the playing field among members in this pro-

gram. Your input is requested.  Please contact Eddie Castelin for more details. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Coover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exothermic
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                      Library 
 

The Woodturning Library operated by The Bayou 

Woodturners is one of the best in the world.  We 

have an awesome selection of the latest woodturning 

videos available on the market.  We need to grow 

this selection to include some series and programs 

geared to our educational program. 

Iôm asking you to make an effort to find sources, 

titles, series or even suggestions of items we can add 

to the stacks.  I am always looking for what we can 

add, only to find that we already have it, but I donôt 

know about it. 

Rick Myers is working on new pages for the web-

site, which will help you find what you want, and 

even put a hold on it.  Look for those changes in the 

first half of 2011.  But if itôs not there, you canôt 

check it out, Right?  Weôre proposing to change the 

lending rules a little.  All borrowing periods are now 

meeting to meeting.  Thatôs right, if you donôt bring 

it back, or get it back, you owe us a late fee for each 

month the item is not available for loan.  (fee to be 

determined) 

You are a resourceful group, you can figure out how 

to get a book or tape back in time.  Weôll look into 

self-addressed pouches that you can borrow when 

you borrow a book.  Put the postage on it a week be-

fore the meeting and send it back.  Iôd rather have 

the club spend a buck to get an item back rather than 

not have it available because somebody had to 

straighten out their sock drawer instead of coming to 

the meeting. 

Life often gets in the way of woodturning, but to 

some folks this is an important part of their life.  Our 

library will once again be a thing of which legends 

are made.  Help us with your suggestions, your sup-

port and donations. 

Send your suggestions or comments directly to              

Eddie Castelin, or any board member 

 

 

Gallery 
(A.k.a. Show and Tell) 

 

 

Iôll begin with a story.  I was once approached 

by a beginning turner who asked, ñWhat do you 

thinks of this oak bowl?ò  I responded with, ñIt 

will be really nice when you sand it outò.  What 

I didnôt understand is that he had sanded it out 

and he didnôt want a critique, he wanted a 

compliment.  We never saw him or his work 

again.  Iôll never forget the hurt in his eyes 

when I commented on his work. 

When The Bayou Woodturners began, the con-

cept of ñshow and tellò was simple, show off 

your current work to other turners.  A few years 

we added a feature for a ñmoderatorò to select 

pieces and ask the turner about them.  This was 

intended to speed up the ñgalleryò, not change 

the original concept.   

In the recent past the gallery has become an 

open critique of a turnerôs work.  The modera-

tor and everyone else make comments on what 

could be better, or what doesnôt work.  Some 

beginning turners have had a weekôs work de-

stroyed in a matter of seconds. That was never 

the intention of the ñGalleryò portion of the 

meeting.  I have had several turners tell me that 

they will not show their work because they 

donôt want to have it torn apart by some self-

appointed ñart criticò. 

Effective this month, the gallery will revert to 

what we did a dozen years ago.  A turner picks 

up his piece and tells us about it.  If he wants to 

ask ñis the bottom too big?ò then he can.  If the 

turnerôs happy with his work, we congratulate 

him on his work and move on.  Iôm in no posi-

tion to tell anyone what or what isnôt art, but I 

can admire your work and efforts. Weôll put a 

moderator there, but just to speed things along.  

We want and need new turners to show their 

work. And if they want to talk about it, so 

much the better.  After all, we are a woodturn-

ing club, not an art guild. 
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 Chevron Donates $ 500.00 to  
 

When not being a woodturner, in my day job, I work as a                                                         

Petroleum Geologist for Chevron.  Chevron believes in giving back to the communities in 

which they operate. As part of that effort the Chevron H umankind Employee Community 

Involvement Grants for Good  program supports employees who volunteer their time and 

energy doing volunteer work for their favorite nonprofit organizations.  

My participation in turning pens for our troops overseas has its own re wards in and of i t-

self but the addition of the financial support from Chevron is most welcomed  and very 

much appreciated  

                                 Jerry Markowitz 
 

There is another way to get wood.  . 
 Wood Raffle is a great 

opportunity to try new woods at a 

great price.  But it is also a fantastic 

fund raiser for the club.   

Since our main purpose is to promote 

and educate woodturning in our area, 

the wood raffle is an opportunity to 

expand those programs.  When the 

board meets to discuss the budget for 

2011 and the beginning of 2012, I will 

propose that we direct the raffle 

proceeds to expand our library to one 

of the best outfitted in the land. 

If we pump about $100 per month, 

each and every month, then we could 

spend over $1000 per year on new 

books and videos.  Thatôs more than 5 

times what we spent in 2010.  And it 

didnôt cost the club one cent of dues 

or fees. 

If you want to support your library, 

and try some new wood, bring some 

wood to the raffle and buy a six pack 

of tickets at the next meeting.   




