
  

 

                                                                 - 1 -                                              May 2007 

 

CONTENTS:  
Page 1 ….  From the Headstock  

Page 2 ….  Meeting Minutes 

Page.3…. Stuart Batty 

Page8… Gallery 

Page 11…Directions/Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TThhee  BBaayyoouu  SSkkeeww  

TThhee  BBaayyoouu  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss''  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  

May 2007 Volume 9 Issue 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bayou 

Woodturners 

The!   From the Headstock                                                     
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O
n
 t

h
e 

In
te

rn
et

 a
t:

 w
w

w
.b

ay
o
u
w

o
o
d
tu

rn
er

s.
co

m
 

 WOW!  What a month.  We started with a triple header meeting with; 

count them, three demonstrations of excellent quality. Many thanks to 

Brian Harrell, David Beehler and Joel Blazek for all their work and sup-

port.  They came to my rescue after I had a couple of surgeries earlier in the 

month.  This is why I call these guys friends; they come through when it’s 

needed. 

Then to top off this major coup, we are entertained, educated and thorough-

ly amazed by the weekend with Stuart Batty.  More than 40 members 

came out to the weekend of excellence.  That guy could turn some wood 

and he could teach woodturning better than anyone I’ve ever seen, live or 

on tape.  Then about a dozen of us went to the hands-on at Joel’s shop and 

got to do it with one of the best in the world.  I’ll never use a skew, gouge, 

scraper, or other tools the same again.  This guy is really good. 

A couple of other items came about this month.  We firmed up our deal 

with David Ellsworth for May 2008.  Joel has an update about this on page 

10.  Get ready, seats are numbered and will go fast.  We’re still trying to get 

  

Next Meeting 
 

May 12th, 2007 

9:00 AM 
 

Harahan Senior Center 

100 Elodie St 
 

Directions & Map 

 on Page 11 

Main Demo @ 10:00AM 
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Bayou Woodturners 

330 Highway Drive 

Old Jefferson, LA 70121 

a regional turner for this fall and will keep 

you updated. 

 

Our Member’s Rewards program grew this 

month with the addition of two chucks from 

OneWay Manufacturing.  They have do-

nated a Stronghold and a Talon chuck to our 

program and the winner gets inserts of their 

choice.  We’ve also added a couple of pack-

ages of Blue Micron Flex sandpaper starter 

kits and have even more deals working. 

 

We’re paying attention to those demonstra-

tion reviews we ask you to complete at each 

meeting.  A few comments recently about 

mailto:joelblazek@bellsouth.net
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  Our meeting began at 10:10 a.m.  We now have new 

nametags with colored bands at the top to identify 

members and officers.  This should prove useful when 

we have guests. 

  A motion was made and carried to spend $500.00 of 

club funds to update the club library, converting over to 

DVDs and adding new items.  If you have any sugges-

tions for new materials for the library, please  

contact Dave Beehler, who will welcome your input.   

  We have David Ellsworth signed up for May 3-4 of 

next year.  The event is likely (but not certain) to take 

place at the Harahan Senior Center.  Tickets will go on 

sale after the first of next year, and the first month of 

sales will be reserved for club members.  To say that 

this event will be well-attended would be the greatest of 

understatements, so start saving your pennies now for 

the event.  Incidentally, Joel Blazek, who has been 

putting these events together for us, would love to hear 

any suggestions you might have for future demonstra-

tors.   

  The Blockbuster challenge continues -- next time it's 

Richard Corley for the mini and Sean Sullivan for the 

maxi blockbuster. 

  We still need to fill one slot for SKEW III, which is 

coming in August, and we also need a demonstrator for 

our October meeting.   

  Materials for our Members' Rewards auction has now 

topped $2000.00!  Oneway has donated a Stronghold 

chuck and a Talon chuck to the cause. David Ellsworth 

(yes, THE David Ellsworth) has graciously donated a 

set of tools and videos.  Our own Eddie Castelin has 

donated a complete Blackhawk sharpening system, and 

Gorst Duplessis has donated one of his museum quali-

ty pieces.   

  Photos for the calendar competition will be taken at 

our June and September meetings.  Calendars will be 

available at our November meeting. 

  Don't forget about our peppermill challenge in June.  

Entries are limited to three items per contestant, plus 

one item for the 10 inch.  

mechanism.  Remember, if you take one of the mechan-

demonstrator safety have led to the formation of a safe-

ty committee.  I went to a few core members and asked 

Sean Sullivan to head up the program.  Then Dave 

Beehler and Brian Harrell offered to help Sean Sulli-

van develop the basic program.  A set of safety guide-

lines will be developed and at each demonstration the 

demonstrator will have to explain how he came into 

compliance with the policy.  This is how each demon-

stration will start, at all meetings, the SKEW and work-

shops.   

 

Coming up in May, more turning, more technique and 

more fun.  Bring a friend to the next meeting, see what 

happens.  I’m heading out to the shop to turn for the 

first time in a month, stand by for excellence.  

     

   Eddie Castelin,     

     President, Bayou Woodturners 

Meeting Minutes 

From the Headstock continued from previous page 

Continued on page 6 

Don Mercante shows the Peppermill he made 

out of walnut – see the Member’s Gallery on 

page 8 & 9 for more photos. 
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On April 21
st
 and 22

nd
 Stuart Batty taught a two-day workshop for 

over  40 woodturners. Stuart explained his methods of using the 

“push cut” for turning bowls and how to use the “negative rake” 

scraper to get a great finish on difficult woods. Stuart also showed 

how to sharpen the various tools he uses in spindle and bowl turning.  

 

Stuart outline the 7 key rules of successful turning – understanding 

the grain of the wood, proper chucking techniques, using properly 

sharpened tools, tool rest height, correct lathe speed for what you are 

turning, proper stance, and technique. 
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Member’s brought in some of their work and Stuart offered 

his point of view of what worked and what did not work 

about the piece 

Stuart demonstrated the turning of a long thin goblet 

Several members of the Bayou Woodturners also 

participated in Stuart’s Two day workshop  
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Close-up of bottom of Daveõs Bowl 

with 

Dave Beehler demonstrated a tech-

nique for decorating the bottom of 

platters & Joel Blazek showed how to 

scorch a bowl to add an interesting 

look. 
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If you have any questions, comments, turning 

tips, articles, photos, etc. you wish to put in the 

Newsletter please contact 

          Jerry Markowitz at: 
 

email - jerrymarko@yahoo.com  

mail   - 80295 Hoot Owl Ln 

            Bush, LA 70431  

phone  (985) 886-9616 

Treasurer's Report

By Ray Hoffmann

Beginning Balance 3/30/07 $3,157.73

Income:

Dues $50.00

Wood Raffle $64.00

Anchorseal $20.00

Glue Sales $45.00

Total $179.00

Disbursements:

Equipment $58.32

Newsletter $12.53

Hall Rental $25.00

Total $95.85

Balance - 4/30/07 $3,240.88

R.J. Marchand 

Contractors Specialties Inc. 

3515 Division Street 

Metairie, La 

(504) 888-2922 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Riverside Lumber Co. 

5451 Morrison Rd. 

New Orleans, LA.  70126                    

(504) 242-6624 

Craft Supplies USA 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 

1 Industrial 

Parkway 

Ponchatoula,  

La 

(985) 386-6079 

isms, but don't enter the competition, you owe the club 

ten bucks.  Also, there is some confusion regarding the 

instructions for putting the mills together.  The  

instructions seem to be for one size mill, and the actual 

mechanism for a different size mill altogether, so make 

adjustments according to the size mill you actually 

have. 

  Bill Toups informs us that the bulk order is once 

again at zero.  If you need stuff and want to get in on 

the discount, send your order (and money) to Bill. 

  The first bottle stopper competition produced such 

splendid results that we are holding a second one in 

November.   

  The business portion of the meeting concluded at 

10:47 a.m. 
                    Dennis Wall 
                               Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes continued from page 2 

Correction  !!!                                                

In last month’s Newsletter the bottle stopper on 

page 4 which was attributed to Keith Welsh was 

actually turned by Mike Gaule as was the bottle 

stopper on the bottom right of the same page that 

had no name beside it. Great bottle stoppers  - 

Mike. 

mailto:jerrymarko@yahoo.com
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October 2007 
Harahan Senior Center –Oct 13th 

Calendar Con-

test Judging 

Nominations for 

2008 Officers 

David Ellsworth 

Workshop 

May 2008 

$$$ 

2008 Dues are Due 

May 2007 

Harahan Senior Center– May 12th 

August 2007 

SKEW III 
Workshop  

Harahan Senior Center– Aug 11th 

Harahan Senior Center– July 14th 

July 2007 

Upcoming Events 

November 2007 
Harahan Senior Center –Nov 10th 

2008 Bayou Wood-

turners Calendars 

For Sale 

Nominations for 

2008 Officers 

Harahan Senior Center– Dec 8th 

December 2007 

Election of 2008 Offic-

ers 

Member’s Reward 

Silent Auction 

September 2007 
PMC Machinery– Sept 8th 

Rolling Pin 

Challenge 

Calendar Contest 

Photos 

June 2007 

AAW Symposium 

June 29-July 1 

Portland, Oregon 

Harahan Senior Center– Jun 9th 

Calendar Contest 

Photos 

Pepper Mill Challenge 

Pig Roast  

DDaattee::TTBBAA  
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Bill Toups' Wounded Blockbuster 
Andrew Peliar turns his 

first bowl 

John Byl  turns his first bowl 

Eddie Castelin – Cast Resin bottle 

stopper 

Ray Hoffman – Ring Box 

Wilfred Dupre 

Yellowheart 

Pecan 

Rosewood 
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Jim Fantaci (above) & Ellen Fantaci (right) – Pink 

Ivory Bottle Stoppers 

Sean Sullivan’s Blockbuster Entry 

Walnut Peppermill 

Brain Harrell - 

Kaleidoscope 

Joel Blazek & Dave Beehler 

show the end results from their 

Main Demo  
Don Mercante 

Walnut Peppermill 

Eddie Castelin - 

Walnut 
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MAY 3
rd

 & 4
th

, 2008 

DAVID ELLSWORTH 
ñAs both a maker and a teacher, I am constantly reminded of the importance of remaining a student of 

oneôs own work. This philosophy has allowed me to remain receptive to many influences that surround 

me, including objects from other cultures, the infinite variety of the materials I use, and my own personal 

and spiritual connection to the vessel form. The evolution of my work has therefore taken many directions, 

each stage of which I see as the foundation for a body of work that is yet to be realized.ò 

David Ellsworth is first and foremost a sculptor, using shape and form and the medium of turned wood to 

create a series of forms that draw on nature for inspiration. David has worked in many mediums including 

metal, fiber and polyester. But his involvement with clay has drawn him to the form of the vessel inspiring 

him to create a series of works turned on the lathe.  David has created a series of tools to help him obtain 

the form of the vessel that has flowed through his work for over 30 years. 

The Bayou Woodturners are pleased to invite you to see David Ellsworth here in the New Orleans area on 

May 3
rd

. & 4
th 

 2008. David will both discuss his work as well as demonstrate the process of blind hollow 

turning of the vessel on the lathe.  We will be limiting sales of tickets to 100.  Tickets will go on sale Jan. 

1
st
. 2008. Members of Bayou Woodturners and Acadian Woodturners will have the opportunity to buy 

tickets from Jan. 1
st
 to Jan 31

st
 at which time any remaining tickets will be sold to the general public at a 

first come first serve basis. 

We will also be offering a limited number hands on sessions with David Ellsworth again with a preference 

given to club members. Additional information will follow in months to come. 

So mark your calendar for what we feel will be an outstanding opportunity to meet and work with one of 

the world’s best here in New Orleans. 
 

Safety First                                                                                                             
The Bayou Woodturners are now pursuing the development of a full-fledged safety program for 

demonstrations. I have asked three members of the appointed board to serve as a Safety Commit-

tee. This group will be charged with developing a safety program for all demonstrations, pro-

grams and exhibitions.                                                                                                                              

Iôm not looking for a good plan on paper, Iôm looking for a good plan that works, one which can be 

enforced and one we can live with. I think itôs important to make every demonstration a lesson for 

beginning turners and safety is an important part of each lesson.                                                     

To take it a step farther, we will review the rules of safety prior to every program and be assured 

that the demonstrator will not only follow the program, but pass on positive re-enforcement to the 

audience.                                                                                                                                               

There will be portions of the program which will be suggestive while others will be mandato-

ry. Weôre not only looking out for the safety of the turner, but the safety of the audience as well.                  

You will begin to see signs of the new program at the May meeting and see a full program by Ju-

ly. ïEddie Castelin 

 
Name Tags                                                                                                         
The Bayou Woodturners have produced new name tags for all active members. These color-

coded laminated tags are now available at meetings. We ask that you take your name tag 

and wear it to each meeting. It will help us record attendance and gallery points because the 

scoring member may not know your full name and give the points to me. We do not collect 

them at the end of the meeting, put it in your glove box and keep it handy for the next meet-

ing. ï Eddie Castelin 
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Directions to Meeting 

From New Orleans take I-10 heading 

west to Veterans Blvd. Turn left onto 

Veterans and go to David Drive. If you 

don't see the K-Mart on the corner, you 

turned the wrong way. Turn left on Da-

vid Dr. Go South for about 2 1/4 mile. 

You will cross Airline Hwy and go over a 

bridge where David Drive turns into 

Dickory Ave. Be careful not to speed in 

these areas, police are everywhere! You 

will pass Dock Av. at the light on your 

right. Dickory Ave. is only a mile long 

and at the end, you will first turn right 

on Gardner then left onto Hickory Ave. 

Stay on Hickory for two miles. After you 

cross Jefferson Hwy. at River Road turn 

right and go two blocks. Turn right on to 

Elodie Ave.  You're just about there! As 

you go up Elodie about 100 yards, you 

will see a red brick building. Round the 

curve and turn left into the Parking lot 

marked "Enter." 
 

 

100 Elodie St 
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Stamp 

Here 

 

Bayou 

Woodturners 

Bayou Woodturners 

330 Highway Drive 

Old Jefferson, LA 

70121 

 

Brain Harrell –Mini Demonstration - How to 

make a Yo-Yo 

Memberôs Rewards continues to grow. 

The memberôs rewardôs program is growing, we recently received a donation of two chucks from OneWay 
Manufacturing. We are now up to over $2000 of donated items for this silent auction. Add this to the $1200 
committed to by the board and weôll have well over $3200 of items for you to bid on. If you know of an item we 
can add to the auction, at a reduced price, or for free, please contact one of the officers 


